7/ Z//ch - 0216 /3

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Bogueron Tiekd Ottfice
PO, Box 491

Bogueron, Pugrto Rico 00622

Chnistopher T. Penny, P.E.

Eastern Vieques Project Coordinator

Environmental Programs Branch (Caribbean Section) i 21 2008

Department of the Navy

Naval Faailities Engineering Command, Atlantic

6506 Hampion Blvd

Norfolk VA 23508-1278

Re: Final Biological Assessment (BA) of

the Former Live Impact Area within
the Former Vieques Naval training
Range. Viegues, Puerto Rico

Dear Mr. Penny:

On June 28, 2006, we received the electronic version of the above mentioned document for
comments. We reviewed the January 2006 version of the BA, conducted a site visit to the action
area on February 24, 2006, and provided written comments on March 28, 2006, On May 25,
2006, the project consultant {Geo-Marine, Inc.) submitted the May 2006 version of the BA for
comments. We met on June 7, 2006 to discuss the document with Navy personnel and the
project consultants. During the meeting, the Navy informed us that the BA submitted by Geo-
Marine, Inc. in May 2006 should be considered the final version of the BA. On June 28. 2006,
we received the Final BA for the above mentioned project. Our comments are provided under
the Endangered Species Act (87 Stat. 884. as amended: 16 United States Code 1531 et seq.).

['he Final BA describes the proposed action (Chapter 3); existing environment conditions and
results from conducted surveys (Chapter 4&35). status of the species (Chapter 6) and proposed
conservation measures to minimize and mitigate possible adverse effects (Chapter 7). We
reviewed the proposed conservation measures, discussed them with the Navy and the project
consultants during our meeting on June 7, 2006, and agree that the measures are appropriate to
minmmize possible adverse effects on federally-listed species and their habitats,

Based on the above information we concur with the BA determination that the proposed action is
not likely to adversely affect the Puerto Rican boa {(Epicrares inornatus), V1 boa (Epicraies
maonensis granti), green sea turtie (Chelonia mydas), hawksbill sea turtie (Eretmochelys
imbricata), leatherback sea turtle { Dermochelys coriacea), Antillean manatee (Trichechus
manatus marnaius), brown pelican (Pelecanus oceidentalis occidenialis), roseate temn (Sterna
dougalii dougalii), coébana negra (Stahlia monosperma) and Chamaecrisia glandulosa var.
mirabilis. Should additional information on listed or proposed species become available, this
determination may be reconsidered.



If you have any questions, please call Marelisa Rivera at 787-851-7297
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Sincerely yours,

Edwin E. Mufiiz
Field Supervisor
(aribbean Field Supervisor

extension 2.




