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:Firm to resume tests 
on Herbicide Orange 

By TIMOTHY KRIEHN 
A Houston, Tex., chemical firm will 

try again thi' week to reprocess banned 
Herbicide Orange suppliel stored at the 
Seabee Center in Gulfport into a usable 
defoliant, the Air Force said Wednes
day. 

In an experimental project, Agent 
Chemical, Inc. will attempt to separate 
two com pounds of the defoliant from a 
contaminant known as dioxin which was 
linked to birth defects before the herbi
cide was banned in 1970. 

The Air Force said the company pro
POles to destroy the filtered dioxin 
through incineration at its facility con
structed last year. Successful testing of 
Agent Chemical's proposal could lead to 
commercial marketing of the more than 
2.3 million gallona of Herbicide Orange 
stored at Gulfport and Johnston Island 
in the Pacific. 

said the first experimental reprocessing 
of the Orange i8 expected to be con~ 
ducted Saturday. A 55-gallon drum con
taining a low level of dioxin will be 
reprocessed in the initial sampling. 
Merrill said the company hopes to see 
parate the dioxin from the remaining 
herbicide through an elaborate and pro
prietary charcoal filtering system. 

The charcoal filter containing the 
dioxin will then be incinerated at 2,300 
degrees Fahrenheit. 

Samples of the reprocessed herbicide 
and residue from the incineration will 
be flown to Wright-Pl!tteraon Air Force 
Base in Ohio over the weekend to deter
mine their purity. Aii"'lllonitoring at the 
ldte will be conducted by Gulf ~uth Re
search lnatitute of New Orleans under 
contract by the EPA. 

If initial analyses are optimistic, Mer
rill said additional quantities of Herbi
cide Orange will be reproceued over the The herbicide was known as Agent Or

ange during its controversial use by the 
Air Force in the Vietnam war when it 
was used to defoliate jungles. But the 
Department of Agriculture and later the 
Department of Defense banned its use 
amid reports that it had been linked to 
birth defects. 

, next two to four weeks. The Air Force is 
expected to waue a report on the pilot 
preflect 30 days after the reprocesling 
is completed. 

The material is composed of 2,4-0 and ,( 
2,4,D-T, two widely used herbicides, and' 
small amCiunts of dioxin produced dur
ing the chemical's manufacture. 

The Air Force, attempting to rid itself 
of the vexing and expensive herbicide, 
for which ,torage cost. are $140,000 an-

.", ... " nudJ' •. ,propoee' .. ,tre .......... '*" 
chemical at S{!8.. The Environmental 
Protection Agency, however, indicated 
it favored reprocessing the chemical 
over destruction and later Agent Chemi
cal proposed its pilot project. 

Acent ,Chemical planned to conduct 
teN at the Seabee Center in November 
but Ita incinerating device malfunc
tioned durillf preliminary tests. 

'Earlier th1I week, the company in
.talled a new incinerator and completed 
other modificationl. COnatrucUon and 
operation of the ftrm', pllqt plant have 
been approved by the Misslulppi Air 
and Water Pollution Control COmmis
sion.. , 

Air Force proj~t officer Karl Merrill 

A favorable report by the Air Force 
could'result in the EPA approving the 
reprocessing method, a key step to 
Agent Chemical's experimental pro
gram. Following EPA approval, the AIr 
Force would probably sell the herbicide 
through the Defense Supply Agency and 
there are indications that only compa
nies which have demonstrated an effec· , 
,tive and safe ,me.~d of ree_Ung wM' I 
be a~. to\JId. ,~'-'rn.~ 1.; ': ,_ 

Agent Chemical, which has invested 
more than $250,000 in equipment alone 
at the Seabee Center, is the only firm 
actively pursuing a reprocessing 
method for the valuable herbicide. 

The 2.3 mUllon gallons of Herbicide 
Orange held by the Air Force coat $1'1 
million when it was purc hased. With a 
current world-wide Ibortage of her~ ~ 
eides, however, it iavaiued at $30 ....... ;} 
lion to $80 million. "' ;' 

The 800,000 gaUonf'iot the herbicide ,~! 
Btored at the Seabee Center were en r~ 
route to SOutbeuf,AB&4 when the ~he~.;, ,:'", 
cal was banned.~oatof the 1.6 ~t.!f "';', 
gallona on JohMton lslatid ~ .. .e \'#11- ,~,: 
moved from soUth Vietnam. "'~ :"-
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