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Thousands of barrels of the. munﬁally
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The Air Force has pmposed filtnrtng Agent Orange to E
reprocessed

-emiWe dangerous contaminants. The her::
»icide would be then be the contaminatits
rapped in steel canisters and on federal proper-

Gnﬁ Gary Hawksworth, Air Force public informa-"
-ion officer in Washington, D.C., said the Air Force has
éomem" to its plan to re-
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Although the Air Ferce insists tht Agext Orange is
' harmiess to people’snd the presisit edvirgiment of the

~ Gulf Coast, the’chemical reportedly contains a conta- -«

© minant which; in- its concestrated ferm, could cause
serious injury or death if swallowed, ibhaled or allowed
. tocomeincontactwlthﬂw:kh B
" Last October, the Air Force filed an euvimmnental
impaet study with the Environmeatal Protection
Agency (EPA) and several other groups outlining its
plans for reprocessing the herbicide.
The Air Force stated in its study that if the plan pro-
ceeds, it will take charge of the contaminant-saturated
_cauisters. The canisters will, Hawksworth said, be
placed on some federal installation, probably a military
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icide Agent Orange, stored on the Navy Sesbeg Baseat.
o mﬂd&%ﬁ

proia%xy by the end of this month, whetber to finalls

‘reprocessing contract with a private firm. .. .
‘HAWKSWORTH siid there is “no raann tosuspect g

_and decide to

"ftlxeAirFomwiHreveruitsposl
- shelve the reprocessing plan that Nas by morefhang
,, year in’the making.

He stressed, however, that the Air Foree gtill has not
officially d;eeemnned its plans for the chemical.

Reprocessing could not begin for at least three -

- months after a decision to proceed, Hawksworth said.

Agent Orange, a defoliant, was used by the U. S. Air

Force during the Vietnam War to kill erops and strip the

land of its leafy cover. )

WHEN THE AIR FORCE discontinued use of the

- chemical in 1970, 15,000 barrels of Agent Orange, stored

in Gulfport for -upmut mtms were left tHbe

.
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“itications to the reprocessing plahs, norie’ challéﬂied g
concept of the Air Force plan. C g
The Air Force must now eonmdet the ,reeomm i
tions, decide which, if any, to incorporate intq the figh)
plans and then make a fprmal ﬁecisionwhetherto pré
with reprocessing. { ¢
Once the decision to prooged is made, the Defe
Supply Agency must negotiate a coptract for the reped
cessing and the sale of the herbndde also must be .
proved by coagress %




