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;-if' . ~ON PETERS .' ,<~~.". -.,., c' proW,ly by the end of tbis month, wIle_ toh,P "'~~i 
mo., ~ Staff Writer '.' , .' ' • ," .. " ,'. .... reptoeessiag oontract ,wi~ a private firm. 
TiIoufaada of bar,rels oltbe :POtentially ~ her· 'OWKIWOlmI $81d'~e it .~ . .,.. toll:lsped'· 
idde'AgentOrange, stored~ the ~avy "'J*e~t, .~ .. theAlrForce wiHreveneilspoStt¥m' IDd:'48dcte to 
.~ may lie ~.IIIOY._ ....... / -'. sbeIft the reptcassinl'pJift Iiat tiiI·betift~ .... "., 
!f!I~ summer, a .u .S. Air'Force -.eal' '' .. IBid., /, year intbe nuikinl. ) 
. ~~Ai;Yr' Force bas proposed'fi1' terin, ........ n..tt-e let . He stressed,' bewever " tbat the Air Foree still has not 
u. ne~ "'.-. officially ~tennined its plans for the chemical. 

'emiWedangerous contamiDaDts. Tbe reproceaed 'bet,;; . Reprocessing could not begin for at least three ' 
)icicli' would be then be ~tbe coatamiDallta . months after a decision to proceed, Hawkswortb ~d . 
. '.fyapped. . in steel canisters aDd on federal proper- Agent Oranae, a 'defoliant, was used by the U.S. Air 
.. Force during the Vietnam War to klUerops and strip the 
~ Gary Haw~rtb, Air Force pabUc 1DfoInta.;.. land of Us leafy cover. . i, , 

:ioIl officer in Washington, D.C., said the Air Force bas WHEN THE AlR.FORCE discontinued useal fb8 
~~' ".no significant objectioet" to its P~ ~,~ . cbemical in 19'10, 15,000 barrels of Ageat Orange, ltored 
lr1IIIai,6e herbiCide. Air ~ ~clals wUI·~ in Gulfport for ~.~ .... , were left ~ ,lite . 
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Gulf C_ "'ch4ilDical r~y aontains a coota- .,. aWksworthsaldthatrWlWe~meUl""" .'. ,,1-. ' 
, . t received the Air Force study t"~ ~~ 

mtDIInt .lrIItltf_ ita ae_at8id f.-.n, eoald ca_ . tticatiou to the reprocessin-pldl, OOrie' ClUl,ruo..· .";/1 '" 
serious injury or 'death ifswanOwed, iDhal81 or allowed &.~' 
to come in cOntact Witll . .,atIIL , . i : concept of the Air Force plan. ..' '.'. 
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Agency (EPA) and several other groups ouUiDing itJ plans and then make a fprmal deds10n wbetIer to 
plans for reprocessing the herbicide. . with repr~essing. . """ . " . 

The Air Force stated in itl study that if the plan pro" , , 'j . 

ce(ds, it will ~e charge Of the contaminant-saturated Once the decision to prooted II made, theDef 
·caIilJters. Tbe canisters will, Hawksworth said, be Supply Agency must negotiate a CC$tract for the re " 

'placed. on some ... federal installation, probably a mWtaty cessing and the sale of the herbicide also must be 
.... ' proved by CoaIJl'4*S. . , '. . 


