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Biloxi-Gulfport, Miss., Tuesday, Februar 1, 1977 

Gulfport her~icide stock 
will soon ecit state 

LARRY JONES . 
Herald Staff Writer 

A Gulfport stockpile of a 
Vietnam-vintage herbicide 
considered a "danger to 
human lite" will exit the 
state via a Gulfport repro­
cessing center or by Air 
Force jets to an unknown 
storage or disposal site. 

U.S. Rep. Trent Lott's 
office confirmed Tuesday 
that 800,000 gallons of the 
dangerous Herbicide Or­
ange, now in rusting metal 
drums at Gulfport's Sea­
bee Center will be shuttled 

out of Mississipp as soon 
as possible in th "safest 
way possible." 

The safest wa3/possible 
largely depends n a pub­
lic hearing forec.st by a 
state pollution control 
commission whih could 
determine whetnr Gulf­
port will house s facility 
for reprocessing \he dan­
gerous chemical. 

A sPokesmanlor the 
Mississippi Air a Water 
Pollution C'ontrol ommis­
sion (AWPCC) s d Mon­
day that the age\cy will 

conduct a public hearing 
at an unspecified date if It 
receives an application to 
construct the herbicide re­
processing plant. 

The application for the 
facility would have to 
come from .Agent Chemi­
cal Inc., the Houston, Tex., 
firm which has proposed to 
dilute the substance to a 
safe level. 

While some area resi­
dents have opposed repro­
cessing dangerous dioxins 
from the herbicide in the 
Gulfport area, a spo~es­
man for Lott said Tues ay 
the congressman would 
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tOe safest way. 
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