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By JULIAN KLAZKIN 
.. mILL NEWI IDVICB 

WASHINGTON - A permit for 
a second Pacific Ocean bum of the 
controverllal defoliant Herbicide 
Orange il .expected to be tuued 
within the next two days by the En
vll'GAmeRtal Protection Apncy 
(EPA) following a hearilll here at 
which an initial ~ was 
called successful and environmen-
tally lafe. . 

The incineration of more than 
800,000 gallonl of the herbicide 
which had been .tored in Gulfport, 
Misl., for seveR yeart was com
pleted July 24 by the Dutch-owned 
ship VulcanUi. n wu conducted In 
an area lIome teO mUD west of Ha
waii, and, wltb a lecond permit, 
the Air Force will be able to dil
pose of its remainl.. 1.0 mUllon 
gallons Itlll on Jobnston ~land, 800 
mtlel west of HawaII. 

Earlier thtl Week on Johnlton II
land, the Vulcanus - a converted 
tanker - completed the loading of 
tile herbicide prellmlnary 
tests' showed that the destruction 
and emission rate of the first burn 
was more than 99.9 per cent 'effec
tive and that the incinerator emis
sions contained no more than .01 
per cent of droxln, the defoliant in
gredient l_ed to ttIJth. delec • 

Since the raults of.a. ftrIt burn 
met the ret- enta of the ~ 
mit, Kenneth BIIlane and JtUI ... 
Wyer, director and deputy cltrecto1" 
respectively EP '. 011 and 
Special Mat Control Divilion, 
said tbeJ we» recommend the 
new permtt. 

Wyer added that the permit 
would allow the Air Poree to mci
nerate various contaminated 
waste materials and contaminated 
water in addition to Herbicide Or
ange. 

Unlike the ftnt bum, the RCOM 
bum would have to be conducted 
In two atagea beeaue or the larp 
aJDOWlt of herbicide at Jobnaton 
bland. BacIa take, about 10 
d&J8, aDd It tverytldDl pea ac. 
c to plan, Pro~ DIrector 

. Col. Stanley Morrow .ald the pro
ject will be flnlshed by Sept. 1. 

aeveral mIilor pro ema, but ac
cordlq to the SPA the, didn't aig
nlIIcant11. affect the projeGt. 

Dr Ray Kaddal ... a chemlat 
for tlle TRW c.p., and a .. mber 

the 1JJIp'. w ftnt 
buf ld that •• ...,..1 blltl'U- . 

.ut ••• I_tIC cv anOlleX-

jar chancel 1n the emlaaloDl, 
added, It would have beeR 
cated by other laati'umenta. 

Another problem during the Irat 
.burn wu that the incinerator b 
era went out three times. Acc 
ing to the EPA's Dr. Ron 
venezia the bumouta luted a t 
of no more than 90 leconds. 

Venezia said the burIIoUti 
caused by an unknown lubllt 
floating on top of the herbicide 
entered and extinguilhed the 
ers. 

He said the dtsruptl0nl Ih 
not occur during the lecond 
because the incineration proc 
will be adjusted to burn the h 
cide and the top residue by di 
ent burners. 

The most important part of 
emission analYlts Wal the deter 
nation of the dioxin level, but 
cordln, to Michael Taylor 
Wright State Univereity in Dayt , 
Ohio, "We didn't find any dloxbL 
I'm convinced there la lome th 
but to date we hlLven't found any. 

Col. Morrow lummarized t 
emission renlta by noting, "TIle 
dioxtn u below detectable levela. 
Therefore the dl.truCtiOA • 
ciency wal dele,ariJl d to b 
..... at9l' thu per clnt." · Oth 
_ ~ert IClIlltUlc group e. 
ttmtMd -deItructIon efficienCJ 
at to be as high .. 
9t. ud • 99.98 cent. 

'l'be project ... carried t wit 
no ajOr or mlnor..,w. of tile dan
gerous herbicide. And the leverl 
precautions were also appUed 0 

the ship to protect the crew fro 
contamination. 

The combultion and puin 
rooms were the most actively mon
itored areas, according to Venezia, 
but alao checked Wal the crew'a 
living quarten, mea hall, the pea
..... ways door jama and noon. 

The crew wore dlapoaabll clo
thing when worldIII' In the areal 
prone to. conlamlllaUOIl, and area 
fOWld to be contaminated were im
mediately wuhed clown with wa
ter and acetone, Venula adde4 . 
The ... win unctel'JO ph,lI-

. c&l examlatlCm. 
A 10 u the amoke 

from the atacU. To keep 
track of It, aauftoIlla u added to 
tile stac to the .muent a 
whltllh t. NormaUr It bad no 
color. Ve But ...., thla 
tIC • he ICIeatIIW 
were. to -.rect 
ahlp U4 to .. ~ 
the ent frollll .M __ II 
th Ih or Itl c: 

idl Oranp wu to 
clefoIla ,....... In the Vietnam 
war but u III 1810 afte 
Ita Ilk te birth defecta "U uncov
ered. 


