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'. Military ac.ts to 
d ~ u.s. '~r~ce and u.s. NaVy~ acting' 

"~"'~enf'AlrForce 'momlOiiilr"'NLfiultas, 
~, announced actions to contain normal 

IOU erosion at the former Herbicide Or8.l\ge 
, ., the Naval.Construction Bat-

td.::10t1jiktt.;:bl Gulfport. ..' " . 
A J.~~~811~ of the NCBCh8.d been used 

iKIKo·:n.,'i n. storage of about 840,000 

\ 
.1 

. -. } ~ . 

1,~·crUI~,'Mi88., Friday,' December ZI, ~79 
. >", " . 

~~ . ~ '.. . 
, '." . 

,\. ; 

:J ~t 

contain ,norrnal,;o'il erosion 
.. 

mtntb1~tevel of 100 pa.rt.per trflUon. ,t ;:~eQommendat1ons.' ' j , 

'-They'Mfdt6steltt'any further" erosiOl);"\ . Spokesmen said:stateofficiaIs are cooper .. "; 
they plan physical containment of soU parti- !liting in the ongoing effort to insure there ' 
cles Mthln the site. '. ~n be no threat to public health. 

'\be herbicide, plio.. to Ita in­
~iDII_tloJ\'atJMa in ~ West~rn Pacific. 

TCI>D' fa· Ilot water soluble, and, the Navy 
Hld. appears to 'move only as ,part of soU' 
aeclbnent. A barrJer farther dow,n .the, 
dramage' ditch is al80 being conside~ed"~' f 

, prevent migration Of any aquatic ute up the . ,'; 

QI~us.alct test . results .show .that very 
, . perbiUion): of, the 

her-.lde'li eontamtnant. 'l'CDD, commonly 
. dioxin., havebeendetec,~C!d in 
ditch' aed.tmelit inand,D8V the 

storage site.. '. ,. ·i . . " 

extenswe errvlr()nmental rnonitorill8' 
.. theVSAF'()c;cupat1onal: and .'Bn~ 
, . '~~alth .Laborator, ... (O.BL),-

•• ,"~nfil1n.4!d ·"reJy4etectabIe··,levelB 
·(lHt.tI •• per trillion) iJl80~e-Ip~lmens of 
_"Ufe., .: ., ...... ' .. . 

....... Il!. speclment,U offiblals "4, "are, 
MI_~d'to have ·entered~··draln&ge, ~itch .. · 

.seaslo.:m:!l.l bigb.wat.-:,levels, aadthe,n 
to ._ ,.nearby eanal ~t carries . 

I 
. stlrfac.ie·,4ralna~,~ The ~D 

\ .' , . theaquatle' ute taken ,from. the 
. cana)jsweQ~lowtheFood' and Drug 
, IMnttal ••• itil1 .... ·w ............. · 

d1tch~ .j 
The Navyaald sampling wiU CQntinue to 

. ensure that contamination is" controlled. 
"Follow~on research will be undertaken·to 
explore methods to return the 8~Oralea.rea 
to full and.·ben~icia1·U8e," the Navy report 
sald. liThe U~S. Air Force w111 provide . 
tinanclngand the U.S. Navy will perform 

. design and cOJl,structlon. Design is already 
undetway with completion expected soon . 

. Co~11lctlon should begin early next year. ~. 
Air Force and contractual laboratories 

~ve been conducting environmental 8ur­
\teys of the soil, plants, and aql1atic systems 
in and around the Herbicide Orange storage 
area since 1970 •. The most recent (Decem­
ber' 3, 1979) results, as obtained by lengthy 
U8tat~ of the art" analyses at the' M~s 
'Spe~trometry Laboratory of the University . 
,. .~ .... , pfcJmpted ~ ~.: i 


