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Dioxi:n-purging machine -arrives :in 'Gulfport _ 
t' ". r" 

By GEORGE LAMMONS 
SUN HERALD WRITER 

Thirteen tractor-trailer trucks were needed t() carry 
the equipment that wiD purge the dioxin from the con­
taminated soil at the Naval Construction Battalion Center 
in Gulfport. 

The caravan arrived at- the Seabee base Wednesday 
aftemoon, and initial unloading was to start immediately. 

Air Force Capt. _ Terry Stoddart, project spokeBlllaD, 
uid assembly and testing of the portable incinerator wiD 
require about 60 days: The soD-cleansing process is 
expected to start in mid- to late December and 'Will take 
about 90 days ... ""~ buniDg. 

Dioxin 
Continued &om A·I 

though incineration has proven effective in decontaminat­
ing dioxin-laden soil in other instances. 

The gas-fired incinerator used at the Seabee Center 
has been tested in Eldorado, Ark., and similar systems 
have been used by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Ageocy in cleanups of dvilian sites. 

However, Capt. Terry StcMIcW. .1 ~ Forte 1JIOIIIs­
man, -said the Gulfport cleanup will bt;'" the first large­
scale use of the furnaces. The "~~ used in the 
EPA prOjects bad only a fourth "of the capi~cityofthe one 
that will be used at the Seabee base. 

Stoddart said the experiment is necessary t~o see if the 
system is reliable, -cost effective and e~ in the 
removal of hazardous materials from the soil. ~~ 

The Air Force· will also experiment with a cbemical 
- dioxin-removal method. The chemical will be applied to a 

contaminated concrete slab"" contaminated soil and COD­

taminated soil placed in" 'tank. Stoddart said that after 
the chemically-decontaminated soil and concrete have 
beea : tested they also wiD be burned. 


