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LETTER AND CONCURRENCE FROM MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY REGARDING REVIEW OF TIER 1 SCREENING LEVEL FISH/SEDIMENT

SAMPLING RESULTS NCBC GULFPORT MS
10/11/1999

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 



MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
James I. Palmer, Jr., Executive Director 

11 October 1999 

Art Conrad 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command 
Southern Division 
2155 Eagle Drive 
P,O. Box 190010 
North Charleston, South Carolina 29419-9010 

Re: Tier 1 Screening Level Fish/Sediment Sampling Results, Naval Construction Battalion 
Center, Gulfport, Mississippi, July 1999. 

The Mississippi Office of Pollution Control has reviewed the above referenced document 
(received 6 October 1999) and offers the following comments and suggestions. 

1. Reports of this size and nature should be bound, not in letter report form as submitted. 

2. Dioxin concentrations in fish tissue samples are reported in ng/kg, or parts per trillion 
(ppt). The text discussions consistently describe analytical results in parts-per-quadrillion 
(ppq). 

3. The text (page 7, paragraph 3) states that the action level for the presence of dioxin in fish 
is 5 ppq. This statement is incorrect. The screening levels of dioxin concentrations in fish 
tissue as enforced by OPC are as follows: 1) if concentrations of fish tissue samples 
exceed 5 ppt, consumption is limited, 2) if concentrations of fish tissue samples exceed 
25 ppt, consumption is not allowed, 

Please feel free to contact me if I can be of further assistance. 

SinCeryelY, 
/5tvv 
Bob Merril 

cc, James Barksdale, USEPA 

OFFICE OF POLLUTION CONTROL 
P.o. Box 10385 Jackson, MS 39289.0385 Phone 601.961.5171 Fax 601.354.6612 


