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sed chapter of t?he Wetnam‘war
S some‘t_elewswn wewers were - reminded Mo
3 night, is. "the personal mjunes some veteran‘?%

to Agent Orange, the defoliant used to clear away the

Jungles The physical damages ‘sometimes dre many

‘in develomng “Gulfport is a part of the Agent Orange
l&’? o

- Story. »:: f e %@)&J:
. ) e abo t =

sufferivig and veterans efforts to gbtam ‘
- their problems and get help, "3 fodtioté to'tﬁ“}ag‘gn :
Orange story was .bemg ygr'&ten at’ the "Naval Con:

gt T AR

.men and the general: pubhc were told of %oge effects
the full dangers béen known, the barrels stored 2 Gu
port undoubtedly v ould have be}gn ‘tréated with n*?u‘Zh ~

Disposal of the porsons t rémaine at the ba:
ter the war was accomplxshed by incineration aboard the’
Dutch ship Vulcanus in the open waters of the Pacific “‘?
Ocean nine years ago. One safety feature about th ‘l:f
tion of theé burning is that if there weré’ Fany poxsons ) (S
leased in the stack emissions, the release took place in
isolated aré'a, whiere the likelihood of any human con-

tamination was minimal. That safety factor of lsolatlon rs

Cles

not present in the current pro;ect R RO e

‘The portable | mcmerator is different from the one %

aboard the Vulcanus but mshould be remembered

the ship did becomie’ ‘Contaminated in the burning at sea 5% ('1
and had to be decontaminated afterwards The Air F orce )

are Suffering and others will suffer from exposuref g

e

is convinced that the portable incinerator now being " £¢. -

tested at thé CB site is capable of decontaminating the soxl_", A

over 12 acres without endangermg the population lxvmg

near the base. Stack emissions, spokésmen say, wlll con— . ‘

tain nothing worse than carbon dioxide and water. -+ 5
The pr01ect generates mixed emotions. On the one
hand, it is reassuring that the services recognize the soil
has been contaminated by the leaks and that there is a et
health hazard in not taking action to cleanse the site. At
the same time, thls partlcular method isan expenmen- )
talone. = .
- Because of the expenmental nature and because of
the incinerator’s proximity to populated areas, the officials
in charge have a heavy responsibility to monitor every
step of the process. The monitoring must be continual and
careful throughout the 24-hours-per-day the machine
will be working. Inspectors must assure that whatever is ~
discharged into the air is not harrnful to local residents

and alen msint mmalon -




