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amation grants were set 
undinhit linniit iffBrappropriations bill (Oct. 

t 

	

.' 	: 
fa 	Increasaln Drinking Water Grants 

The 'appropriation includes a $6 Million increase over the 
Administration's request in grants: fo states for drinking 
water and groundwater programs, it House Appropriations 
Committee staff membel' told 13NA.Oct. 22. This Increase 
consists of $5 million for public water system. supeivision 
grants and $1 million for underground injection' control 
program grants,- which brings. the total 'for public miter 
system supervision grants to-$33.45 Million and $9.5 million 
for underground injection 'programs,-the staff member 'said. 
tali* Association of State-Drinking -Water-Administrators 
had sought $37.2 million for public water system grantirle • 
fund the additional requirements. of the reauthorized Safe 
Drinking Water Act, which'areekpected to ge Into effect In 
fiscal 1987 (Oct. 3,p. 824). • 	t9.t.t.w 	. 
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Hazardoili f Waste 	 . :7 ' 

THOMAS APPROVES PROPOSAL DETAILING METHODS' 
FOR PROVING ABIUTY TO PAY FOR RCRA CLEANUPS = ' 

Mechanisnis for proving tnancial ability to •PAY.„ for 
cleanup actions required at permitted hazardous waste han-
dling facilities were approved,for,proposel Oct. 15 by Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency Administrator Lee M. Thomas. 

,The proposed mechanisms, inclUdIng use pi trust funds, 
surety bonds guaranteeing performance, letters of :Credit, 
financial tests, and corporate guarantees, would.cover haz-
ardous constituent releases at all types of solid waste man-
agement facilities permitted under the Resource Conserva- 
tion and Recovery Act, the agency said. , 	. 

Interim status hazardous waste management facilities, as 
well as facilities that have lost their' interim permit status to 
operite under RCRA, would not bi subject to the proposed 
financial assurance mechanisms, according to the agency._ 

It is possible, however, that the agency would use RCRA 
enforcement Osiers or ComPrehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act (superfund la) 
authorities to obtain the necessary funds far cleanup actions 
at some of these .facilities„the proposal said. • • . 	. 
. . Under; the EPA proposal, owners of- hazardous waste 
treatment, storage, or disposal facilities.. would hive to 
demonstrate financial ability to cover cleanup costs for any 
corrective action measur.es specified by the agency in HCRA . 
pperating permits.: T• 	• • 	u- 	- 	• 

. 	
- 	• - • 	- ); 

A2 ;4/4111.tiVnr. niChtrS IthtaTigInnf 
. The 4984' amendments to'REIHA,requireithat all operating 

or. post-closure permits isaueduaider theitatute providefor 
corrective 'action for hazardous Constituent releasenlii*a i 
anyisolidiviste managementuniti at-'4(regulated.liicilitY 
whether the units theniselies ire regalated ootdorri -Ta 
.6:The amendments further require:that:snit 
their ability to pay. the 'cost id !ternpleting the. cleauttpr at 
leaking units: 	 fault:WA A • 
t.EPA, said It Issued on July 15; 19854 veryrgeneral regula-
tions codifying language In the 1984 amendments concerning 
corrective*, action, and financial, assurance ,:requirements, 
adding that this new proposal would provide, the detail. for 
those rules (Current Developments,,July 19;4985, p: 

According to EPA, the -corrective Action financial assur-: 
eke proposal is modeled on eilstik RCRA facility closure'  

and pOst-closiie•teire..miumvanants ra stiopan..tz. IMO 

statute, which the. agency and- states. have had 'Ave-years of 
experience in carrying out ?1/4-Lt' • 	4 64,y11,- 	• 

However, the agency said it is proposing not to allow.  ase 
of insurance or -surety:- bonds guaranteeing payment for 
corrective action at permitted RCRA facilities although 
these two methods-currently are permitted. under the stat- 
ute's closure and post-Closure rules. 	 •:- • - 

„ 	• 	• e- • 	 - 
Other Moutons Would Not Be Allowed 

In addition, EPA is proposing not to permit escrow agree-
tient*, certificates tit*..p*t, 'equity interests, anal**. 
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cithilnik. 	 -olcortx 	 of the 
length ot.the pay y 	and 
existing financial assurance trust 

	

Comments onIttig 	r- n7,bematottcate.Aulia 
60 days after publication in the Federal, Tteglstec to RCRA 
Docket (S-212).094-564-sErAiho1ld.SL.S.W.2.Wasitington, 
11C- 469;9°PuPe* 04'10frOY.40ekt$ANIF4flitsCP- 
terrier. 	. 	s. 	• 	. 	• 	.•• 	1.0%-:•!••)e.:. 
. For 'further, infermation,j4ontai$,KR4/SePerfin4 Rot* 

line, toll Jrce,:at (800).42479346 orMin Washington,.D.C.cat 
(202) 382-3000. Pb, technical informatiop, •zontact Deborah 
Wolpe, Office of Solid Waste (WH-562B),et.Ple.aboye EPA 
address; telephone (202) 382:4761. .;. 	 a. 
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Hazardous Waste 

— . 
DIOXIN WASTES, DILUTE SOLVENTS-TO 'GET 
TWO-YEAR EXEMPTIQN EROM.LAND DISPOSAL.11AN. 

CHICAGO (By A 13NA' 	Correhicideat) Restric- 
tions "on land disposarof Untreated dilute'volvents and 
dioxin-containing- wean under " the' Reiouice 'Conservation 
and Recovery Act „Fill beetake effect for two years due to 
treatment capalitylitnitatIons; accerdinetelivei top Envi-
ronmental ProfectleiAkency Officiaid.”'"rao "°09* • h - 

J. Winston Pater; EPA Assistant 
waste and emergency response, said Oct 20 at a solid baste 
management Confereici that requiring' treatment of dioxin 
wastes and dilute eavents before land dIPPoial writ' could 
forceindusblei generating such wastes tiliblit'down.-r" 

Recluse Auffieleat Vestment' hapacitfienotlifeitable, 
firms Would have ne choice but to abru MeV eeeriting 
these ►aates~ Si laid' a

" 
t the 'Conferenee 

nett,liat;" ' eiTientl 

Ivaltes 	 t, 
antic:LI ffe Wlic a,.'T-'shit 

Poles likely OY 	 eeildt fil 
facilities CiiiiefitlYnc4tli • -6112etitra 	liftalhitake 
appropriate arrangement's..3 r4r4;01-40°:' 
' EPA is required under the 1984 ametidmentslo RCRA to 

determine by specificAddlines whetherendlO what i.ittent 
all wastes regulated imder.,the statute 	ardoullshould 
be treated before theft:ad badisposed-Of onland9;r6nAt‘ft'- 
• In January;-. the- agenCyliroposed 	health' risk-based 

scheme for determining when treatment was necessary, but 

as -AI 
. • 
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from land disposal facilities, an especially important-issue 
for land treatment units, Williams stressed.. 

She said EPA will develop as a component of R 
hazardous waste testing  air emission standards that wil 
have to be met to piove.  that no 'migration of hazardous 
constituents- wouldnectrr.t.--.ie*7-t 	- 	• .. • , • 
• Some wastes may qualify under the agency's planned land

disposal restrictions for a' waiver from treatment require-
mests -11 a =AT standerrlia ,toot attainable or oot.approPli-
iite,,WIlliams added,This variaomagain "WI be decided. on 
A ease-by-cm 	 9,41-7vvidefijal ft_::=Lre.,;;; ••." 

Itll V aite gaDeratorilabo..mapobtain.00e-year :ectemPticos 
ircatrACRAJ,treatineotetegoirements-Lthey - 	demon- 
Sirate•Abe 	WiZeileativasteAll sit 	,-adequate 
.atnottnta,: for.: 0:eataies0 :Are accumulatedjuitneordlor.to 
HilliemiLtn9ior twit* 	 'Pr 
3 	 4rgiot; 

ria7"-MJ VAi 4._ ‘0; -a9E,AM 

*. The Solid Waste- Office director ..eonunented ,that EPA 
realizes .severe treatment capacity limitations may binder 
compliance with RCRA land disposal restrictions: The agen-
cy is making  some efforts to alleviate thetproblem. In  the 
near term, she said.- 	. - 	. 	- 

For exampix  EPA- plans to: propose...provisions to ease 
requirements Ancier_RCRA for waste storagesermit modifi-
cations by considering  certain changes "minor," rather than 
"major," %Mani said- ..":14 	•-' 	1.4! 1..;13  • ": 

• This Adtlon fi 	inedle expedite 'the' permit modifies- 
tiOit process to enable Rouge facilities tebegiii-accepting  
new.  types Of hazardous-wastes more qu'icillt:ifter , the 
wastes become eublent'to.the land disposal restrictions, she 
explained. 	• 	•:•.ine.r 	;: • 	 . 

EPA plans to propose hi March 1987 changes in the 
permitting  of mobile 'hazardous waste incinerators to make 
their use easier, Williams said. Under that proposal, mobile 
incinerators could be awarded statewide rather than site-
specific permits,Toi- eiample, she said. :.*;•.: 

RCRA rules sittinetierniinazardoiliviaite treatment 
standards and governing Permitting.  of experimental waste 
treatment' MethocG 'encourage 'deVelopment of 
hologies 'are•iapicted- to *help increase tiapselty 	'well, 
according to:Williams:r-'-:1' 	• 	 _ 

Bald Not Abend.  

Although EPAlit lint use-a risk-based ipproilith' for its 
"Wad disposal Viatilalbas under RCRA, the agenelpisins to 
ccOntinie Wit thelligiacii. for other provisio.di &law, 
wimanis  
A; 	Examillet,'EPA—lias to develop a concentiation--talia  
systern for de 	*when wastes shirialdlie3littterf.iiii 
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thittwatateirlinpluiftql high" Ihalth riskr wool& be listed as 
hazardoiormhile Wm* itaviztelowtrtstwould motOWilliams 
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deal mores- 	with Xlelisting petitions tiom'itaste 

	

toii*tiekein 	of their treated wastistra*:iign- 
tian.islaziidoiti**.FICR.kt  she added:14. 

restrictions, williarctitakgefraii: 	 • 

Avaste; 	isl-sabject*tesiratringent requirements under 
2.1 Once a :waqte Is ,tletiated,lt clui'.biiiisposed atm solid 

A substautiat. incrtare 

RCM' 	.--ruhenecee:•; :, tags'-1 

wastes expeetedi 	reiu• It of the new land:disPosal 
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,:v F., ...• ;.z -- •„,Consideration of Air Ernissions:: . f -uf:-':-1 --..• 
A' The no-migration waiver, provided for ,under the RCRA 
amendmentc!will.•,iticlude consideration :olk -air .emissions 
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• _ . 
decided later to require "best demonstrated available treat-
ment" (BDAT) after reviewing  widespread criticism of the 
original proposal (Current Developments, Jan. 17;  p. 1783; 
Aug. 22, p. 599). 

EPA also proposed in January•to require treatment of all 
dioxin wastes and solvents listed under RCRA as hazardous 
before land disposal, again in response to amendment 
requirements. 

. 	 - • 	. ■-03',..i •• 	• 
c., - ; ' 1 Percent Cutoff 1,1veffbi:86ivlints '. -; 1.r. 

--"Ateording  to Porter, EPA hitifcliiia4frOdfilliii)-year 
'exemption from* treatment-  requiireniinti Tor-solvent *faith 
tentalidng feat-Ilan 1 percenf decilientifiurrentlillsted as 
hlizittious 'under RCRA: 'Wastes -iontaltilde 11))elcatt or 
nuke of listed solvents-would have to be.treitedbefore land 
&Will wfien the final rule is issued'hl eitly.No9fiiisbe,rhe 
explained. (See related item in this issue) c - -siintltnirs1 
-. Porter told BNA Oct. 20 that:the 13DA'rreitiltaiincidFthe 
finarrule Tor solvents likely will belneineratiOnAlowever, 
he added be anticipates that the rilewillillowlisebT other 
treatments that are shecin lo'redice salt,* leVels tent 
same extent as incineration.:: - 141'..'-'814̀  lor-intNisr ::elot' ' 
r• Marcia E. Williams, directoi of 	EPA Office 'of fond 

i...  Waste, added that diozin:•contalifingel wiff tie exempt-
ed for two yeirs from the RCRA treatmehaifeit because to 
facilities currently are permittefflo ti-iitUtliellehly• *le 
substances. 	 • • 	- 3 	't•'-46  '.;.• •`.1i/r7 • 
• . Williams said atihiconferencittisit the final-iule'govern-
ing  solvents and dioxinwastes Will be issued before the Nay. 
8 deadline set by the 1984 imendmentd. EPA alit; will issue 
it3 final general appi-oach to RCRA land disposal restric-
tions at that time, she added. • • - .." " • " - 

The amendments provide for the two-year exemption 
from treatment requirements when capacity is shown not to 
be available, she said 	- • - 	-.‘'• ,v,.. 4-.... 

Performance-Based BDAT Requirements . . ._ 
. ......, 

solvents, 
   	. .. 

Williams explained that, as with 	the overall EPA 
approach to land disposal restrictions wilii.allow use of any 
technology that can meet a performance 'standard based on 
the BDAT. This will provide some flexibility in the kinfis.of 
treatments_ that can be used, she said. -.. .,.- - -,-.% „:1;-, it.... 

Hoivever, the rules will .explicitly‘prohibit.  use of dilution 
as a method of "treating" wastes„to attain the  BDAT.stand-
ard, according  to the Solid Waste 9flice_director,,,g4  .,• 

Ar__Ig_w_planis  to  use.the "toile characteristic lthing__. 
ure . to set 	utrea  	levels,. William said:  

EPA proposed the.letickFag  procedure El-lifne to replace the 
extraction procedurete city test currently used, as a meth,- 
od ot.dffin114, wastes IA.. .2902%. 	4PRA (11.u1) 2 .'4. p. 
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