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" ‘The appropriation includes a $8 million increase over the
“"Administration’s request in grants: to states for drinking
water and groundwater programs, 2 House Appropriations
Committee staff member told BNA Oct. 22. ‘YNA

consists of $5 million for public water system.su rv!sion
grants and $1 million for underground lajection control
program grants, which brings the total for public ‘water
system supervision grants to-$33.45 million and $9.5 milllon
for underground injection programs,the staff member ‘said.
».The Association of State-Drinking Water’ Administrators

had sought $37.2 million for public water system grantsto -

fund the additional requirements. of the reauthorized Safe
Drinking Water Act, which™ are ‘éxpected to go Into eﬂ'ect in
fiscal 1937 (Oct.Sp 824). iwruddn) Y w7
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THOMAS APPROVES PROPOSAL DETAILING METHODS'
FOR PROVING ABILITY TO PAY FOR RCRA CLEANUPS

b I Do t8 [T ACT N

Mechamsms for provlng Anancia‘l abmty to pay lor
cleanup actions required at permitted hazardous waste han-
dling facilities were approved.for proposal Oct. 15 by Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency Administrator Lee M. Thomas.

.The proposed mechanisms, including use pf trust funds,
surety bonds guaranteeing performance, letters of .credit,
financial tests, and corporate guarantees, would cover haz-
ardous constituent releases at all types of solid waste man-
agement facilitles permitted under the Resource Conserva-
tion and Recovery Act, the agency said. ., .

Interim status hazardous waste management facllitles. u
well as facilities that have lost their interim permit status to
operate under RCRA, would not be subject to the proposed
financial assurance mechanisms, according to the agency.

‘It is possible, however, that the agency would use RCRA
enforcement powers or Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act (superfund law)
authorities to obtain thé neceésary funds for cleanup actions
at some of these facilitles, the proposal said. -~ .

.Under the EPA proposal, owners of" hazardous wnxte
treatment, storage, or disposal (acmuee would have to
demonstrate financial ability to cover cleanup costs for any
cortective action measures speclﬂed by the agency in RCRA'
nperadnzpeﬂm& Bab s s e »,'
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. The:1984 amendments to'RORA require.that all aperating
4 post-closure permits jssued under the statute provide for

correctivé'actfon for hazardous tonstituent releasés:fiom’
any:solid/waste management. urlts at o regulated.dtciuty
i yvhether the units themselves sire regulatéd or'nobiomi-1hs
-y:The amendments furthér require that such facilities poove
their ability to pay the- cost»ol ‘completing: the. cleanups:at:
feaking units. . ug - fo"h meSiat filnadedy £
1. EPA said It issued on July 18; 198%; very.general regula-
tions codifying language In the 1984 amendments concerning
corrective’ action, and financial. assurance - requirements,
adding that this new proposal would provide. the detail for
those rules (Current Developments, July 19,1985, p. 478 .;
Accordlng to EPA, the correctlve action ﬁnanclal assur-”
ance proposal is modeled on exisﬁng RCRA facility ciosure
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experience in chrrying out. i 1wt {pganars e
- However, the agency said it is proposing not to allow .use
of insurance or -surety-bonds guaranteeing payment for
corrective actiod at permitted RCRA facilities although
these two methods-currently are pemnbd under the atat-
ute’s cloaure and post-closure nxlel. 0 r..u" aE
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In tion, EP, roposing nat to. t esqrow agree-
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ts on caf tn
60 days after pu?l:capt?o‘xﬁ: J;ay Federal “dstel; to RCRA
Docket (S-212).(WH-562),. ,EPA, A0, u St. s.w,,,Wasmum.

D.C.20460; conuneng shoul F-88-FACP-
FFFFF. - - Sagy e 4’
- For fugther lnformadon.,eonbeg; RCRA/&pafund Hot-

line, toll free, at (800) 424-9346 or, in Washington, D.C..at
(202) 382-5000. For technlcal Information, contact Deborah
Wolpe, Office of Solid Waste (WH-562B), at the above EPA
address; telephone (202) 3824761, . . . o e
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DIOXIN WASTES, DILUTE SOLVENTS TO GET "

TWO-YEAR EXEMPTIQN FROM LAND DISPOSAL BAN. <

CHICAGO — (By A BNA Staff Correspondent) — Restric-
tions ‘on land disposal*'df untreated dilute’solvents and
dioxin-contatning' wastes under’ the Resoulce Conservation
and Recovery Act will hot ‘take effect for two’  years due to
tréatment capacity Titnitations, hecording'to"twd top Exivi-
ronmental Profection Agency dficiafs’ 10 w0es +n

J. Winston Portér, EPA aasistant adsilnlitrator for solid
wast€ and emergency, responsé, said Oct. 20 at a solid Waste
management conference that requiring treetment of dloxin
wastes dnd dilute solvents before land i "now could
force'industiies generating such wastes to‘3hiit'dowm, =

" 4 Because' sufficient treatment” hapadty"fi:‘:’et ¥Vallable,

firms would have nd choice but to' abruptly !
Pt};m’;lutel?&ﬁ'egg’ at the eonfirem:'e,1
'Pq(g'ter‘?o ¥P

séroli Tind Wipdeal Sl
wastes'in’ 48"Oct: 28

sidags, aid dispo L He kil
Pules likély’ Wi ectivd by
facilities cun-enﬂih HUny éondertra

appmpﬂate mangemen&_:i 114v3r \, 7 MW m&m !

"EPA Is required under the 1984 amendmeénts fo RCRA to
determine by specific' déadlines whether'and 1o what éxtent
all wastes regulated under:the statute as:hizardous should

be treated before they can be. disposed-of on landa:r5a s -

"In January,- thé* agency Proposed a' health' risk-based
scheme for determinlng when treatment wax necweary but
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’ 'statui?whlch the-agency and states. have had five years of
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decided later to require “best demonstrated available treat.
ment” (BDAT) after reviewing widespread criticlsm of the

original proposal (Current Developments, Jan. 17, p. 1763,
Aug. 22, p 599). . AN (P

EPA also proposed In Januaryto require treatment of all
dioxin wastes and solvents listed under RCRA as hazardous
before land disposal, again in response to amendment

requirements. - R e L T Y
y . -'g.r'.;i:.‘ n.‘j ‘;_'i * o

= 1 " 1Percent Cutoff Lovel for-8divents* -, ..

., “Acording to Porter, EPA has'de¢ided (5 grantdtio-vear
€emption from treatment réquifeniénts Tor ‘solvent wastés
ntaliing les3 than 1 percent ¢f ‘solvents Eurrehtly Tisted as
bazérdous under RCRA. ‘Wastes contalffnd I Ppebcent or
more of listed solvents'would have b be tréhtéd before Lind
dispc¥al whien the final rule is lssued 11l edvly-NoV8mber e
explained. (See related item in this issue) * - -?"hl-':gl“‘-
- Porter told BNA Oct. 20 fliat'the BDAT requiffed indeéfthe
final rule Tor solvents likely will bé“incineration. 'Howsver,
hé added be anticipates that the rile‘will allow use' 67 othier
treatments that are shown 1o rédice solvent levels to?thé
same extent as inclneration. ® ¢ - =A-" -2 laivnagr e izer
“ Marcia E. Williams, director of the EPA” Office 'of Solid
Waste, added that dioxin-contaliling #a tes wilf Be exempt-
ed for two years from the RCRA treatmeht Mifes because no
facilities currently are permitted to tréat ‘the ‘highly- toxie
substances. o IR s £ & 3
* Willlams said at the conference that the final rulé’govern-
Ing solvents and dioxin wastes Wwill be issued before the Nov.
8 deadline set by the 1984 dmendments. EPA alsé will issue
its final general approach to RCRA land disposal restric-
tions at that time, she added, -~ = - -~ - -* ™

The amendments provide for the two-year exemption
from treatment requirements when capacity is shown mot to
be available, she said. R T L T YN,
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Performance-Based BDAT. Requirements,. .,

Williams explained that, as with sefvents, {he overall EPA
approach to land disposal restrictions will,allow use of any
technology that can meet a performance standard based on
the BDAT. This will provide some Bexibility in the kinds of
treatmenta that can be md, she md-. ~u-u'. 2 reyay, .,.- .,;:, ;I"..
_ However, the rules will explicitly, pr b'[t,use of dilution
as a method of “treating” wastes to gttain the BDAT. stand-
ard, according to the Solid Waste Office director, o2
- lans to use the “toxic characteristic | )

ure” to set Jtrea

EPA proposed the leaching proceduré In June (o replace fhe
extraction pmed!ltwﬁlty test currently used as a meth;
;géf\deﬁnhe g, wastes 83, 1325rdous under RCRA (June 27 p.

Wb qer. AN = e 1R 0% W B3 T80 T 2 s an
;.nrzﬁ?@efﬁggegdpﬁm%ﬁ%:mf Eheat e
ments can’ be, walved, by proying::’po m 9 ol wasie
@wﬂtﬂ?ss%ﬂ..eﬁaﬁv@ 2230110 WE}’AT,‘@@:}:
clide specific examples to demonsirate, When fhe . waiver
will ¢ will gof be granted,'she sald. A significant, pumber, of
Individual wastes undoublédly will fall into a Vgray, arga;
nol coyered by the agency's. examples, however, and"these
will be agessed; on a.case-hy-case wgﬁ;agc_osdipzuso
-Willlams. *° 7L LA e AT e Tz viege
AT s Lt e 0T ANt sl ey g A1
ne e s Consideration of Alr Emissions:: . ( il %y -
b The no-migration waiver, provided for.under the RCRA

levels, Williamsg said.

. wastes is" expected- i
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for land treatment units, Willlams stressed.

She said EPA will develop as a component of R
hazardous waste testing air emission standards that wil
have to be met to prove that no migration of hazardous
constituents would occur.e-. v . . . . ..

- Some wastes may qualify under the agency’s plenned land
disposal restrictions for & -walver from treatment require-
ments-if 8 BDAT stagdard js not attainable or pot.appropri-
ats;y Willlams added. This variance. again will be decided on
A case-by-casg basis.ahe sald.- sear mgioun igvm oz
nsWaste generators;alsq may..obtain.ooe-year ;gxemptions
drom- RCRA, freatment :requirements-if-they - can demon-
strate- the peed. to::gollect-waste .on site.unti] -adequate
amouats. fog.: tteatment:.are . accumulated; saecording .to
Willlamy. oW oz el dim Y. vilise -, TTEL Mpuns it |
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*- The Solid Waste Office director.commented that (EPA 4
realizes severe treatment capacity limitations may hinder
compliance with RCRA land disposal restrictions: The agen-
cy is making some efforts to alleviate the problem in the
pear term, she said. .- 3 = - . - .- -

For example; EFA plans to. propose. pravisions to ease
requirements under RCRA for waste storage permit modifi-
cations by consid certaln changes “minor,” rather than
"ma)’or," ww saidi: u.n: Py Wi eAU15,3
- 'This adtion fs' designed'to éxpedite 'thé’ pérmit modifica-
tion process to enabléHorage facilities to’begiti accepting
new types of hazardous ‘wastes more quicKly after the

from land disposal facillties, an especially hnpoﬁint.iisue I— ;

EPA pians to propw’e"h': March 1987 changes in the
permitting of mobile hazardous waste incinerators to make
their use easier, Willlams said. Under that proposal, mobile
incinerators could be awarded statewide rather than site-
specific permits, Yor example, she said, ‘77 -ieanT e

RCRA rules setting'thermal harzardous waste treatment
stdndards and governing permitting of éxperimental waste
treatment fethods to émo:drage 'dev'elopmé;:aof ‘new tech-
hologies are-‘éxpécted- to help increase capadity ‘as well,
amrdm‘ ?O:i';iiem’.mﬂh - :: '. ' .".‘s‘ - "'._ :' ‘.; _
suve. Risk-Based Approsch Sald Not Abandoned.., , "

Although EPA Will bot use-a risk-based approdchi'for its
lind disposal Y¥3tri2iffns under RCRA, the agency plans to
‘continue using’ thé'h?‘)rbadi‘ for other provisitrs of thié'law,
wlmm‘wd.:;::uw. 7:1:.“ St Lt ‘;;.*xargf‘t:-«_-
AiFor éxample" EPA plais to develop a concentratioi-Based
system for de ‘'when wastes shmﬂf'zellhte!g"u
hlll!‘dﬂ o o PR - ;. ‘-_2:' 20 -
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thav wastéirimparting digh Bealth risks would béUsted as
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22X “cbicentratio S., Qs éwsystem'iwul;'. 1 EPA
al 2eXp ;with delisting petitions from"Waste
K. of thelr ireated wastés from fégu-

itlonr-as hazardons ufidér RCRA) she ddded. ¥ iT:CR v 3
g sase (n délisting petitions:for trested
"% result: of the new land :disposal
Testrictions, Williams BaldR st i: w15z nsigmyidy 2 -
- Once a waste is-delisted, It'van‘be disposed of as @ solid
‘waste, whictl is subject-{§ lesicatringent requirements under

amendments;: will::ificlude consideration .of air .emissions RCRA: than Hizardoys ralie noted.”: > 1152 g2lu) r0is
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