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By CARLIE KOLLATH
THE SUN HERALD

GULFPORT — Agent Orangc
contamination continues to be
cleaned up at the Naval Con-
struction Battalion Center, offi-
cials at a public meeting Tues-
day night told about 30 people
in attendance.

The current. cleanup phase
began in November with the
clearing of areas affected by the
leakage of Agent Orange.

Drums ol Agent Orange stored -

on the Seabee base in the 1960s
and 1970s were found to have
leaked and contaminated the
surrounding soil. The soil was
then incinerated in 1987 and

found in Agent Orange.
Prashant Khanna of Environ-
mental Chemicals Corporation
said the company began clean-
up late last year. Workers are
currently  conducting  small-

1938. scale tests on the contaminated
Yet, Art Conrad, of the Naval  soil on the base to ensure the
Facilities Engineering Com-  cleanup methods are effective.

mand, said the soil is still con-
taminated with
tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin, or
TCCD, a harmful chemical

Khanna said that in future
phases the contaminated soil
will be excavated and taken to
the base, where it will be mixed

Cleanup may be completed by fall

with concrete o stabilize the
dioxin. The concrete-soil mix-
ture will be poured to form a
parking area, which will then he

capped with 12 inches of
concrete.
The cleanup process is

expected to be completed this
fall, Khanna said.

Carlie Kollath can be reached at
896-2329 or at
ckollath88«waol .com

Starkville cuts deal for MRI research facility

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

STARKVILLE — Mississippi State Univer-
sitv and an independent physician group
that provides services for area doctors have
signed an agreement to conduct research

involving neuroscience, biomedical engi-
neering and veterinary scierice.

Premier Radiology of Tupelo will build a
facility in Starkville to use a magnetic reso-
nance imaging machine bought through a
$3 million grant the university received,

Accused boyfriend

skips out on trial

By QUINCY C. COLLINS
THE SUN HERALD

JACKSON COUNTY — jack-
son County sheriff's investiga-
tors ape searching for a man
accused of helping his girl-
triend hide her dead son’s body
in early March.

Willie Thomas, 44, failed to
appear at his trial Tuesday
morning in Judge Robert P.
Krebs' courtroom, according to
officials with the District Attor-
ney's Office.

Thomas was charged with

Thomas,

officials formally announced Tuesday.

The university plans to rent part of Pre-
mier’s facility to conduct rescarch.

Premier will use the MRI for clinical
work for about a third of the tume.

A site has not been located.
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nection with the death of 5-year- I ' Hwy; 9Q I
old Kenderick Broadhead. 875-5828 Expires. 1/31/05 Ocean Springs
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der Broadhead, faces one count
of felony child abuse and one
count of capital murder in con-
nection with the boy's death.
Thomas' attorney  Richard
Conant said he does not know
where Thomas is, but said he
had been living in Mobile. A
missing  person’s  report  for
who has contacted
family, has been filed with the
Mobile Police Department.

e

0 [l (O | [Pt || s [

BEE RIS

i

=

M. AFTAB ANWAR, MD

Gastroenterologist

T

==

‘!”i'-“ s ~‘,“l- T

Sy )| [Eetwing

Has relocated his practice
to new location at
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