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Trouble looms over the St. Johns 

tiver as ships cruise lhe watenvay 
Ktily. 

Trouble it1 the possible spill 01 
wavy, black go0 or light, clear liq- 
litI. Hunkering oil, kerosene, home 
lr9littg oil, g;tsolittr, jet fuel. diesel 
,nd a+-41 - I.5 billion gallons of 
41 .I brotxltl bv lanker or 

Ihe t&r’s _ moulh last 

show that about 3,XM gal- 
rxtroleutrt oroducts have 

~ckled, l&cd and p&red into tie 

)I 
lers of Northcast Florida this year 
a few gallons here. several hut+ 

:red gallons them. Nothing &as- 
rous. 
sl.ill. the possibilily of a calamity : 

:nunts those who monilor the river. *,_j 
“lr you go for ;I shorl .airplanerC 

Yight and keep an eye out for big, 
ound stotage tanks, it’s amazing 
:hot you’ll scr - all of them, up 
nd down lhc shoreline,” said hiaj. 
ngcr l+nne& who heads the Ma- 
:IIC Patrol‘s Northcasl Florida dis- 
icl office in Jacksonville. “And if I 
link of the quartlily that’s out there, 
IF potcnlisl for+ major spillage is 
We!.” 
Florida made a csignifiunl. step Lo- 
ard avrning txmtrophe when new 
I spill Irgiskllion - introdu& in 
IC wake of the 11 million-gallon 
Iaskan spill of the Exxon Valdez - 
*came htw last tnonth. Btxtneu and 
Itcr cnvironmcntal rrgUlalors_ offi- 
als said. 
The law increases ufety require- 
enls ror ships and terminals, in- 
eases companies financial liabilily 
r spills and SW up increased safely 
quircmcnti for ships and lcrrninals. 
‘ThW ‘-e sevet-dl penalties in- 
IVW l ‘or repeat spillets, and 
Il‘S spills) something Ihal’s 
vays u.,.rterctJ us.” Benneu said. 
‘p until this law, the Same source 
ultl have spill after spill aftccr spill. 
y’d gel a bad reputation, but lhey 
In’l. gel anything else.” 
‘rom now on, penple or businrsses 

(S&e OIL, Page A-2) 

‘As of June 17;‘the Fltiriia Marine’eatrol has investi ated 48 reports of petroleum product*:i-:” 
spill&in Duval County ilong the St. Johns River an 8. IIS lribolanes. However, no spills v+e <: 
found at seven sites:and one other reported spill, Actually was a pesticide spill. ’ : :‘.rli .‘-I- 

- Mona Cotirtol 
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Oil spill chances lessened, by new laws 
(From I& A-l) 

spilling over 5 gallons more lhan 
once withill a year could face a $5W 
civil penally for Ihe -second spill and 
up IO II,Mx) lot subnquenr spills. 

Recreational boalcrs also are target- 
cd. The law allows murta to slap a 
SW pnalty on thoSc who repeatedly 
spill 5 gallons or less 0r gmline. 

Those small, rcpctitive spills - re- 
creatinnal and indusuial - are the 
primary problem, said Bennett and 
Al McCough, Marine Patrol oil spill 
cwrdinalor lor lhe Northeast Florida 
region. 

Hcrwccn Jan. I and June 17 this 
year, Marine Patrol o&en invesri- 
gaicd 53 rcpotU 0r petroleum pmd- 
uct spills in Duval, Nassau and 
St. Johns counties along lhe St. Johns 
River and b lributies. There were 
no spills rcponcd in Putnam County. 

Bul lhe repnrtcd spills are just a 
l&ion of lhc lrue number of spills, 
Bcnneu said. 

“If we tried to track down and do+ 
ument the source 0r every rainbow 
sheen we see oul there, lhal’s -all 
we’d have time to do.” he said. 

knncll and McGough said Lhcy 
worry about thr rumulative errc.3 0r 
all those small sheens - petroleum 
droplets gradually building up in the 
vegetation, allting the food chain 
and marine life. 

“You can be slapped in Lhe race a 
whole bunch or times before you fall 
down,” McGough said. “But, evenlu- 
ally. you will fall down.” 

Ironically. the repeat-spiller penal- 
ties do not apply to the region‘s 
No. I. spiller: the U.S. Navy. Govern+ 
menlill agcncics are exempt rrom 
ci3il penalties. because government 
suing govcmmcm is considered a 
waste or wxpapcrs’ money. said 
Cirolann fkwcn, lhr Marine Patrol’s 
SI;LIC oil spill coordinator in Tallahas- 
SCC 

Since January, hlarine Patrol olli- 
rcrs have debzrmined the Navy was 
rrsponsiblr for 14 spills that accumu- 
Ialcd a total of 1,587 gallons.. based 
on the conservative end of Marine 
Patrol eslimatcs. 

The spill from the tugboat Capt. 
Bill lasl monlh came close to that 
amounl. with 1.200 gallons. 

The only shipping teninals or ma- 
rinas with more than one spill, as of 
June 17, wcrc Steuti Pctmleum Co. 
and Beach Marina. Reach Marina had 
a LolaI 0r 50.1 gallons - a sunken 
vessel Icakcd 60 gallons or gasoline, 
and anolhcr docked vessel pumped 
oul bilge rarer conmining one pint 
al oil. Slcuan had a ioral or 4 gallons 
spilled. 

l&pile the NaF’s comparalively 
high spill record, a Navy official and - 
Bennett mid the circumsbnces fac- 
ina rhr .nrililarv and industry are dif- 

New requirements for boom systems during oil Petroleum Co. Tankers deliver about 42nlilliq 
transfers will affect companies such as Steuatl gallons of oil to its terminal each month. 

I 
ferenl. 

The Navy deals with aircti carri- 
era - each holding millions o gal- 
lons or rue1 on board, said l&Lb 
Hines, a Navy spokesman at *May- 
port The sheer volume of fuel thar 
sailors must handle Is a factor when 
comparing the Navy’s spills to thou 
of industries. 

Al one time, Bennett said; the 
Navy did have a poor attitude tbward 
reporting and cleaning up spills: 

In July 1969, for instance. the. Navy 
rcportcd that the I!SS Forresral had 
spilled I00 gallons 0r oil intn the 
Maypon harbor. However. an invcsti- 
garive repon horn the Navy’s Judge 
hdvocatc General’s OfRce said the 
spill was aclually 1,200 gallons. 

Since then, however, the Navy haa 
had a change of command and 
cleaned up its act, Benne~ said. 

“I think they’re Rally working on 
it. They definitely don’t try to hide il 
anymore - if they have a teaspoon 
spill, they bear a hot path to that tel- 
ephone,” he said. ‘They’ve alsO im- 
proved their equipment wilh new 
containment boom. I dog’t think 
they’ve had a spill in the past year 
that hasn’t been contained.“- 

The new state law is especially 
geared for companies like &zuart - 
companies carrying a great pole&l 
for spills. Bennett said. 

Stcaurt, formerly !&atcm Seaboard 
Petroleum. is lhe largest of the Xl oil 
terminals in Northeast Florida. The 

terminal’s 20 storage tanks have a to- 
lal crapacily or 67.2 million gallons, 
according to Coast Guard reports. 

Tankers deliver about 4.2 million 
gallons each month, while barges 
bound for plants north snd south of 
Jacksonville ship oil products out 
about 50 times a month. 

Spillers in the St_ Johns as rar 
south as Palatka’would bc subjti to 
the increased p&allies spelled oul in 
the law. Depatient of Envimnmen- 
tal Regulation officials said the pro- 
tectcd area extends only to Palarka 
because water south or that point 
arc not navigable by large cargo 
hauling ships. 

Potential penallies include fines or 
up to SL!&Kl, which could be as- 
sessed if shippers or terminals don’1 
design oil spill response- plans by 
Oct. 1. The plans must bc certified 
by the state and must include spill 
containment cquipmenl that can be 
rushed into use within one hour of a 
spill. 

The law also incrcaaes the liability 
Urni& from.$14 million lo -350 million 
for vansporters responsible for a 
spill. 

minals in rhc area - haa turned I! 
Jacksonville Spillage Conlrd Inc. rq 
spill cleanup and containment. q 
25-member cooprativa is de 
to east lhc financial burden of co 
plying with environmental 

3 lions by pooling resources to pu 
chase cleanup cquipmenl, ‘aaid Eai 
Edenfield; executive dir&r or Us 
company. 

Rut Walsh said Steuatl Petroleums _ ._ 
mighl dcrirle lo purchasz iu own a- 
conlainnwt~l material now Ual il will 
bc rc@rlarl to boom each fuel load- . 
ing. 

Overall. Walsh said he uideratanda 
the necessity ol the new law. 

“This is a small river. It won’1 take 
much lo really mess this place up,” 
he said. “A big spill would be di=- 
trous.” 

As a result of the new law, l!-cnrtcU 
said, each terminal now will have 
plenly of boom and cleanup quip- 
ment on hand, and dockhsnds will 
become familiar with b use. Every- 
one lhen will bc more elrcienl U a 
major spill occurs. 

Don Walsh, Steuah’s operations 
manager, said his company does no1 
object to the new law, although il 
will carry a price tag. 

State orlicials will meet with 
Steuart this week to determine what 
the company will riced to comply 
with the law 

Until now,, Stcuart - like most tcr- 

lr the worst-CPSC scenario occura. 
and niilliot;a or gallons of oil begin 
pouring inltr the St. Johns River, the 
law a150 doubles the potcnlial state 
runds available ror oil spill cleanup. 

“This is one law where the addi- 
tional ellort and cosl ia probably_ 
rorlh it,” llrnnett said. 

SlatI wrller Don Yaw e#rmbul.d to 
lhla r.porl. 


