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To: MS,Marcia LinD Date:October28, 2003
Departmentof Toxic SubstancesControl
700 Heinz Avenue, Suite 200
Berkeley, CA 94710

F_= CharlieHuan_ Ph.D. _ _ "_

Staff'Toxicologist NOV " & 2003
Sdentific Division

Officeof SpillPrevention and Re \_o es_ffi, A /
Department offish and Game

subject:Comments on Draft Remedial Investigation Report, Seaplane Lagoon, Alameda Point, and
Draft Seaplane Lagoon Remedial Investigation Report, Alameda Point, Response to
Comments

The CaliforniaDepartment of Fish and Game, Off.teeof SpillPrevention and Response
(DFCr-OSPR)has completed its review of the "Draft F,emedialInvestigation _ &eport,
SeaplaneLagoon, Alameda Point, California,"dated _[anuary28, 2003 and "Drai_Seaplane.
Lagoon P,.emedialhavestigati0n_ Report, AlamedaPoint, Cali£orrda,Response to Comments
(B,TC)" dated Sept'ember8, 2003. The document and RTC were prepared for the Navy by
Battelle, Entrix Inc., and Neptune & Company. Per the FederalFacilities Agreement, we '
reviewedthe document. The f01]owingcomments are provided aa part 'of our role as a natural
resource trustee for the State OfCalifornia'sfish and wildlifeand their habitats.

Background

AlamedaPointis a formerU,S.Navyinstallationlocatedat the westernendofAlameda
Islandonthe east sideof SanFranciscoBay, Theinstallation,formerlyknownasNaval Air
Station(NAS)Alameda,servedas an aircraftmaimenance,repair,andrefitcenterand as a base
ofoperationsforNavalsurfacecraftfrombeforeWorldWar II untilits closurein April I997
undertheDefenseBaseP,,ealignmentandClosureActof 1990. NASwas renamedAlamedaPoint
ina reorientationofthefacilitytowardcivilianuse.

AlamedaPoint is on Alameda Island at the western end of the City of Alameda in Almneda
County. It is rectangular, with dimehsionsof 2 mileslong from east to west and 1 mil_ wide from
north to south, and occupies 1,734 acres of land.

AlamedaPoin{'{salmost entirelymodifiedby humanactivity. Industriesand activities
located at the facilityinclude pod facilit{eslaircraft repair facilities,office buildings, runways, and
landfills. In addition, AlamedaPoint includescontiguousand'noncontiguous properties such as
constructed break-w_ters._Majorhabitat types iricludeopen water areas; estuarine inter'tidal
emergentwetlands;hon-native grassland;_deral uplandvegetation, distw'bedareas; beac h, '
urban, and ornamentallandscapes;and riprap. Severalspecial status species that occur or are
expected to occur have been identifiedat AlamedaPoint.
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SeaplaneLagoon (SPL) is located on the southeasterncomer of AlamedaPoint. Fromthe
1940sto 1975, SPL was a point of dischargefor some of AlamedaPoint storm-sewer ouffalls.
The lagoonreceived approximately300 milliongallons ofwastewater from industrial and storm-
seweroutfalls. Industrialwastewater generated_itthe former NAS fromthe 1940s to mid-1970
was dischargeddirectlyto the storm drains,which subsequentlydischargedto the lagoon and
other offshore areas. This wastewaterwas reportedto containheavy metals,solvents,paints,
detergents,acids,caustics,m_rcury, and oil and grease, The lagoon also receivedconcentrated
hazardousmaterialsfrom spillsthat subsequentlywerewashedinto the industrial@asteor storm-
sewer collection system. In 1975,industrialdischargeto the lagoon stopped.

Comments

1. DFG-OSPRappreciates this opportunityto provideguidance on the planned cleanup at
AlamedaPoint, Alameda. This memo will serve to informthe Navy of our continuingimerest
in coordinatingany naturalresource issues,as one of the designated Statenatural resource
trustees. This maybe necessaryshouldrelease(s)of anyhazardous materialsat the subject
site affect State naturalresources,

2, We have reviewedthe commentsprepared by the CaliforniaDepartmentof Toxic Substances
Control (DTSC), CaliforniaR.egionalWater Quality ControlBoard, San FranciscoRegion
(RWQCB-SF), and the Urdted States EnvironmentalProtection Agency(USEPA) for the
Draft RI. We generallyconcurwith the concernsexpressed byDTSC, RWQCB-SF, and
USEPA at a meetingwith the Navy on September 11,2003, We agree that sediment in SPL
poses greatest ecologicalrisks in the areasalong the northeast and northwest comers of SPL.
We believe that the Navy should not spend more fundsfor further studies,but should prepare
a FeasibilityStudy (FS)repo.rtto addresspotential remedialalternativesfor the SPL. DFG,-
OSPR,concurs with the re_lase to P,.TCprovided by Dr. ;ames'Polisinlof the Departmeat of
Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) on September24, 2003.

Conclusions:

We generallyconcur withthe concernsexpressedby DTSC, RWQCB-SF, and
USEPA at a meetingwith the Navy on September 11, 2003, We agree with the conclusion
that sedimentin SPLposes an unacceptableecologicalrisk in the areas along the northeast
and northwest corners of SPL, W, join other regulatory agencies and trustee agencies to
support immediatedevelopmentof theFS Report for the SPL. SinceDr. Polisini's comments
adequatelycapturedthe issues, I willnot be sendingout separate comments. If there is

1 anythingI can do to supportyour efforts,please let me know.
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DFG-OSPR appreciates the opportunityto review this document and the response. If'you
have any questions regardingthis memo or requirefurther details, please contact me at (916) 324-
9805 or by e-mailat chuang@ospr.dfg.ca.gov.

Reviewer: JulieYamamoto,Ph.D.
SeniorToxlcologi_t

cc: James Polisini,Ph.D,
Department of Toxic Substaaee_Control
1011North G-randviewAvenue
Glendale,California 91201

Ned Black, Ph.D,
U.S. EPA Region IX
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco,California 94!05-3901

JudyHuaug
CaliforniaRegional Water QualityControlBoard
San FranciscoBay Region
1515 ClayStreet, Suite 1400
Oakland, California 94612

Laurie Sullivan
NOAA CoastalResources Coordinator
U,S. EPA Region 9 (SFD-8-1)
75 Hawthorne Street
SanFrancisco, California 94105

Beckye Stanton, Ph.D.
U.S. Fish and WildlifeService
2800 Cottage Way,Room W2605
Sacramento,California 95825

Department offish and Game
Officeof SpillPrevention and Response
Iulie Yamamoto,Ph,D.


