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November 8, 1996

Mr. Reagan M. Wilson

Chief Executive Officer
Stanislaus County

County Administration Building
1100 H Street, 2nd Floor

P.O. Box 3404

Modesto, California 95353

CROWS LANDING FLIGHT FACILITY

Dear Mr. Wilson:

N60211_000254
CROWS LANDING
SSIC NO. 5090.3.A

Pete Wilson
Govermnor

James M. Strock
Secretary for
Environmental
Protecrion

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC)

understands that National Aeronautics and Space

Administration (NASA) intends to transfer Crows Landing
Flight Facility (Facility) to Stanislaus County (County) in
the very near future. As the State lead environmental

regulatory agency with jurisdiction over the ongoing

environmental cleanup at the Facility, DTSC believes it is

prudent to notify you of DTSC’s concerns with the

environmental remediation of that site. To date, the Navy,
which owned the facility prior to transferring it to NASA on

July 1, 1994, has been funding the investigation and

cleanup. Although DTSC expects that the Navy will complete

the investigation and cleanup, the State has no agreement

with NASA or the Navy assuring that the investigation and

cleanup will be completed. Since under both state and

federal law (California Health and Safety Code Section 25360 :

et seq. and 42 USC Section 9607(a), respectively,) all 2
owners of property are liable for cleaning up contaminated
property, the County would become liable for cleaning up the

Facility at the time it becomes the owner.

To ensure that all potentially liable parties

understand their obligations to clean up the Facility, DTSC
will request that upon taking title to the Facility, the
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County and the Navy enter into an enforceable agreement with
DTSC to set out the actions that will be undertaken and
completed by the parties. The purpose of the enforceable
agreement will be to assure that the Navy will complete the
cleanup.

As you know, DTSC, the County and NASA will be meeting
on November 15, 1996 at 10:30 a.m. at the Stanislaus County _
Administration Building to discuss environmental remediation i
and the transfer of the Facility.

If you have any questions or concerns_fegarding this
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Kent Strong,
DTSC’s Project Manager, at (916) 255-3705.

Sincerely,

Northern California Operations
Office of Military Facilities

cc: Mr. Phillip Isorena, P.E.
Project Manager '
Regional Water Quality Control Board
Central Valley Region

3443 Routier Road ) . : ER

Sacramento, California 95827-3098

Mr. John Aud, R.S.

Senior Environmental Health Specialist
Stanislaus County

1716 Morgan Road .

Modesto, California 95358
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Mr. Hubert Chan

Western Division

Naval Facilities Engineering Command
Environmental Compliance

900 Commodore Drive

_8an Bruno, California 94066-2402

Ms. Michele Laverty

Assistant Management Consultant
Stanislaus County

1100 H Street

Modesto, California 95354

‘Mxr. Robert Azevedo, R.E.H.S.
Program Manager :
Division of Environmental Health
1716 Morgan Road

Modesto, California 95351
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