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Top $3 Billion

& Environment: State says costs
(or El Toro, Seal Beach facilitics
would be $325 million. Officials
want to cnsure availability of
U.S. funds before a {inal decision
is made on military closures.

By MARLA CONE
TIMES STAFF WRITER

COSTA MESA-- The cost of cleaning up
toxic pollution at 13 California military
bases largeted for clasure would op $3
billion, including at lcast $325 million for F!
Toro Marine Corps Air Station and Scal
Beach Naval Wcapons Station, the state's
cnvironmental agency said Monday.

8 PLEA FOR BASES
California congressional group makes
plea to spare mililury bases, jobs. B4

James M. Strock, California‘’s sceretary
{or environmental protection. said he com-
piled (he estimales o urge the Chinton
Administration o ecunsure that cleanup
{unds arc available before a finai decision ix
made about which bases Lo close.

“i{ California is 10 absorb a dispropor-
tionat¢ econamic burden frem these
planncd closures, then the Clinton Admin-

astration must guarantee that the federal

guvernment will do its part o pay the
billions necessary (o clean up their con-
wamination.” Strock said in a statement
“Without these cenvironmental cleanups.
it's a pipe dream (o think these bases can be
yuickly convceried to civilian usc.”
Thirteen of the 15 California military
bases included in the Defense Department's
latest round of proposed closurcs have
major problems with chiemical pollution.
Only (wo on the list, a military language
institute in Montercy and a naval hospital
in Oakland, are not known 1o be contami-
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waste:that: has polluied so:l and
g;ound water would cosl al least

3250 million, while clcanup of the
Scal Beach station wouid require at ¢

jeast $75 million, according 1o e

Lalifornia Environmental Protec-
i * soon.

fbn Agency.

=State EPA officials stress that
the estimatcs will probably grow. -

since tests o determinc the scope
of the environmmental probicms are

.. not yet complete. The figures were

based on J992 data and could
increase by 50% at each site when
they are rcvised later this year,
state EPA officials said.

“It normally grows every year,"”
said California EPA -spokesman
James Lee. “If you look at the
track record, we're averaging 50%
increascs in the cost cstimates
every ycar. It's because you find
new probiems. Some of these flCll-
iies arc hundreds of acres apiece.”

Most of the $3 billion would be
reeded for just the preliminary
work, such as soil and water test-
ing, not the actual cleanup, which
usuaily involves excavation. treat-
ment plants and water pumping.
l.ee said.

“If you Jook at Il Toro's $250-
million figure, that figure is prob-
ably goaing.to climb a lot higher,”
he said. “That doesn’t include a lot
af the cleanup costs.”

- 1 Toro's estimated cost is the
third highest on the list, exceeded
only by McClellan Air Korce Base
and the Long Beach Naval Ship-
yard, which would need about $1.6
billion and $300 million respective-
ly.

The cstimates could work (o the
advantage of Orange Counly offi-
cials who have argued that it
would be morc cost-cffective to
keep El Toro and instead closce
Miramar Naval Air Station in San
Diego. Buttressing that argument,

California EEPA estimatcd that Mir- -

amar’s pollution clcinup will cost
$180 million, about $70 milliow Jess
than Kl Tovo’s.

The Pentagon has its own fund
for environmental cleanups, but so
many bases roruire major work
that it chronically rung out of
money. Monics from Superfund—
the large poo! of moncy from fees
on industry sct aside for cleaning
up the nation's most severe haz.
ardous waste sites—~cannot be used
for military sites.
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- “fense ‘know_how much moncy
we're going 1o nced.” Lee said.

‘Lee $2id many of the cleanuo:
will' take decades; so the Defens
Department should not expect th
land w be rcady for civilian uy

The El Toro Marine base, whic
is on the nation’s Superfund list
the most dangerous hazardo!

: waste dumps, has been plagued |

serious lxic lroubles for many
years,

The 5,000-acre base has at jcast
22 sites where hazardous materials !
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were dumped or spilled. including ;

some landfills as large as 20 acres
apiece. In addilion o contaminated
soil, the base also has tainted
ground water.

The El Toro waste includes can-
cer-causing industrial solveants
such as trichloroethylene, poly-
chlorinated biphcnyls (PCRs).
low.level radicactive wasie, jet
fuel, used motor oil and metais.
according w military records. The
chemicals were dumped on the
ground at the EI Toro base mostly
before the late 1970s. when such
disposal was legul,

In the mid- 1980s, water officials
learned thet chemicals had spread
1o three agricultural wells nearby.
The Marines and the Orange Coun-
Ly Water District recenuly mount-
ed preliminary cleanup work o
ensure il docsn't seep into drink-
ing- waler supplies.

The Seal Beach Naval Weapons
Station is also investigating soil
contamination, but its problem s
not as widespread or sever¢ as El
Toro's, state health officials say.

Al least four sites at the Sca)

‘Beach base contain chemical

wastes from sandbiasting, welding.
oil drilling. missilc work. metal
cleaning and vehicie repawr. An
additional 26 sites are passibly
contaminated. .
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Base Cleanub Costs |

“The California Environmental Protcction Agency cstimates the

federal government will need to spend at lcast $3 billion (o clean
up toxic waste at the 18 military installations slated Lo be shut
down in the latest round of base closures. Thesc are prefiminary
estimates basced on 1992 data and are expected Lo increase by as
much as 50% when reviscd later this ycar.

Base . Cost
McClellan Al Force BasC . ............ veneieeerees.. $1.635 billion
Long Beach Naval Shipyard . ............. Ceeaaan «ooe. . 300 million
El Yoro Matine Corps Alr Station .......... verseeann. 250 million
North istand Naval Aviation Depot ............. Ceeneaan 200 million
Marine Cormps Logistics Base, Barstow ........... veee... 184 million
Miramar Naval AlrStation . ........eeeninianenaaes *. .. 180 milion
Alameda Naval Alr Station .. ...o..oovvenneieennnn, .v.. 95 milion
Soal Beach Naval Weapong Station . .................. 75 million
Mare isiand Navai Shipyard ... ...... s ..... 35million
Oaldand Navy Supply Centef .............. Ceraeeeaaas 20 mittion
Treasure Island Navol Statlon . ............. R ... 15 milon
Presidio, Monterey Annex/FL. Ond .......... PN ... © miflion
San Diego Naval TralningCenter . ............o.o. ... " 2. 5 million
Totsl........ Ceeenaa ceeiienniinieien. e .-~ $3 biltion
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