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Brigadier General David V. Shuter

Commanding General

Marine Corps Air Station E1 Toro

Santa Ana, CA 92709

Dear Brigadier General Shuter:

This is to inform you that the U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency is proposing to add E1 Toro Marine Corps Air Station to

the National Priorities List (NPL). The NPL identifies for the

State and public those sites at which there have been releases or

threatened releases of hazardous substances, pollutants or con-

taminants which may present a danger to the public health or en-
vironment.

This site is being proposed because it meets the eligibility

requirements of the NPL. Inclusion of a facility or site on the

list does not in itself reflect a judgement of the activities of

its owner or operator, nor does it assign liability to any per-

son. It is intended primarily to guide EPA in determining which

sites warrant further investigation, to assess the nature and ex-

tent of the public health and environmental risks associated with

the site and to determine what remedial action(s) may be ap-

propriate.

The Federal Register notice proposing this site for the NPL

opens the formal 60-day comment period. Documents providing

EPA's justification for proposing this site are available for

review in our Regional Office's public docket. Please contact

Holly Hadlock at (415) 974-7931 or Linda Sunnen at 974-8082 for

an appointment to view and copy these documents. Comments may be

mailed to Steven Lingle, Director, Hazardous Site Evaluation

Division (Attn: NPL Staff), U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,

401 M Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20460.
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If you have any questions on this proposal, please call
Julie Anderson at (415) 974-8891.

Sincerely,

J_ry_C li f fcfrd
Assistant Director for Superfund

Toxics and Waste Management Division

Ericlosures



National Priorities List

Superfund hazardouswaste site listed under the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation. and Liability Act (CERCLA)as amended in 1986

EL TORO MARINE CORPS AIR STATION
E1 Toro, California

A Marine Corps Air Station covers approximately 4,700 acres southeast
of Santa Aha in E1 Toro, Orange County, California. Commissioned in 1943, it
supports the Fleet Marine Forces in the Pacific Ocean. The surrounding area,
once primarily agricultural, is urbanizing rapidly.

Station E1 Toro is participating in the Installation Restoration Program
(IRP), the specially funded program established in 1978 under which the
Department of Defense has been identifying and evaluating its past hazardous
waste sites and controlling the migration of hazardous contaminants from those
sites. As part of IRP, the Navy identified 21 problem areas at the station,
including three landfills containing both hazardous and solid waste; buried
drums of explosives and low-level radioactive waste; and areas where PCBs,
battery acids, leaded fuels, and other hazardous substances were dumped or
spilled.

In tests conducted early in 1987, the Orange County Water District found
trichloroethylene and tetrachloroethylene in shallow irrigation wells on and
downgradient of the site. An estimated 1,100 acres of land are irrigated by
wells within 3 miles of the site.

· U.S. Environmental Protection Agency/Remedial Response Program
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·-'EPA Identifying Superfund Shes

National Priorities List (NPL)
and Hazard Ranking System (HRS)
The :,;a_icnalPriorities List (N_L) and _:".eHazard Pankinc

System (HRS) are key elements in the U,S. Enviror_aental Protec_-:r.
. ._,...is _----°A'slist of unccntrs/le.j.:£encz's Suoerfund program. The '" '

cr a'candoned 'nazarJous waste sites identified for possible

!cnc-?_erm remedial acticn under Superfund. The HRS is _=,___

chief rethod EPA uses to rark the _tential risks posed by

Jifferent sites. The i9'36 law reautncrizlnc Superfund recai re-

_:A 5s the and prcoose the _=v':=ions in the -_==....:

Reqister. -_he public may cc_,trentca the revisicns for 60

_=_= af_e_ EPA prcooses them. The _=v"--_,_,1_-=_ HRS must b_ c_er_:tcnal
by Scscber, 1'988.

C_i_. _-_-_, .Ucw Cces _e~__nd Work?

-'--' =:_rS: =r-_ '_ the _" _* I ' ' '........... _"_eu_.znc p_-.sce_.- iS tO identify _car. mcr. e:

sr :nzcn_rsl/ed 'nazardcus 'was_ s-'-_es '= -aka any _:._r_te_.=_=-_'---

act!:n necessa_/ cnder its Ramoval 9r_..:_'.r_.-_-PAidentifies ::.ese
:' -:= _ .... -_ a variety ,-_ ,?echcds, :" '_.gl.nc :=v' ;winq ...... _-

' _zJ infzrratisn ...... _'_,_ ",'..,_.,__ ..... Sv-ates, ki.-._ie,s cf :?.al=,_/_ous sucs-_z:._:._
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_.s-_a_ase th. ar. ccn-_ains /nfc_m.aticn sn r,c-_en-_ , '

__ites as 'well as info_._vanicr,ca ___= ..... _ _=.,c_al, :eseC/-i,

.e_fzr-e.-.....entactivities. Currancl,:', ilS.illS u.c.n__ainsi.-.f:n'.,-i :'.
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Next, EPA or the State conducts a pre!ir,inary assessment
to decide if the site may pose a potential hazard. The new

Superfund law allcxvs citizens to petition EPA to cenduct

a pre!hr_ina_f assessn_nt. EPA plans to _rcoose reguiaticns

describing the process of petitioning.

If a preliminary_ assess_ent shows that the site does

not [_resent a potential hazard, nc furtne__ action may be _?:en.

If the prelimina_f assess,rent shows tha n a contamination _roo!em.

exists, EPA will _erform a more extensive study called the

site inspection. The new Superfund law set these goals:

· By January 1988, complete preliminarf assessments at
all sites in CERCLIS.

· By January 1989, complete site inspections for all

sites deemed necessar 7.

What Is the Purpose of the N'PL?

The NTL serves to notify the public of sites that EPA decides

may represent a long-term threat to p,,_b!ichealth or the envirc.._, nt
and so may need r.._medialaction. A site must be on the N_PL

to undergo remedial action financed by the __ast Fund. Re._edial

action m_-y involve activities such as contair_,ent, treatment,

and disposal of wastes that will brinq site conditions to

the point that huTnan health and the enviror_.:ent are protected.

The .NTL is one r_col EPA uses to help set _ricrities for cleanup

of Superfund remedial sites,

How Do Sites Get on the NPL?

To .he on the .%?L, a site must have an H?S score of 28.50

or .more, the State must have chosen the site as its top priority

site, or iu must meet all three of the foil?wing criteria:

· the U.S. Department of Healtn and Human Services has

issued a health advisory recu_tending that people be removed

from the site to avoid exposure

· EPA determines that the site represents a significant
threat

· EPA determ,tnes that remedial action is more cost-

effective than removal acticn.

EPA c,uolishes a _rcoosed _._!e in the -ede'.'a! Pe_,ister

listing sites it ;.spro_>sing uo .add tc U".e:,."PL.._ica!ly,
a 60day _ubiic cc_m_ent z,eriod _ ' '

this period, _t.e r..ubllc can revic_w i::fcr_.a_/zn abc,ar_ the F.n-c__c_s?_
sites and let [-PA kr.c_'if it ._crees cr ,fi_aqrees wi.-_hthe

HP_ .score and an,' c__?:erinf:3:_at:_cn._sad :'_7ro_ose nhe ._i_e.

Afner ccnsiderin_'g the 'relevant oj:_er-ts r_ :e"_ved, EPA Fubiishes

a fir.al rule in the Federal P.eoister adding all procosed sites

that still meet the conditions for listing.
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What Is the HPS?

The Hazard Ranking Systam is a scoring syst__m that evaluates

the potential relative risks to human health and the enviror_nent

posed by different sites, it does not detet._mine if cleanup

is possible or wor__hwhile, or the am,cunt cf cleanup needed.

_ ' potent.=.,risks presentedP_ather, it allc_s EP._ to ccrapare the - _-'

by different sites. The HRS is intended as a screening ._chenis,
for -__=- =_--____ to d .......ne which ones may need additional c_prehensive

study.

Hcw Does the HRS Work?

Preliminary asses_J_.ents, site inspections and other information

are used to develop three HRS scores.

· The first score ..measuresthe possibility of harm to
h_ans or the enviro_ent fram hazardous substances

leaving t_e site-throuch ground water, surface water,
or air _nl_, this score is used to olace sites on
__he N?L.

· __,,esecond .measures the possibility of harm to people
- cc_.inc in ,direct contact with hazardods substances,

· /he third reasures the possibili-_y of harm from hazardous
_~._-_ances _hat can cause fires or explosions.

The first score is used to place sites ct. '_'heNPL and is generally
called "the HRS score." The second and -_zLrdscores can be

used to identify sites that need removal _cticns. The new

Superfund law re_uires _--_Ato revise the !ARS by October 1988.

%fnv .'-__eSites cn the .X_L Presented in Groups cf 50?

EPA considers sites within each croup cf 50 to have approxL_ately

the same priority for cleanup.

;'_v Did EPA Select 2B.50 As the Cutoff Score?

EPA first selected 25,50 .as the cutoff HRS score tecause

it producedan _n_rof at _ =- , ' __..... e__-t 400 sites the mlnLmurn c_t

{-_ cnt _= sizeby the c...._"_ [aw. -_= law set no up,er !=.,.
of the >_L. 70 he consistent, t-PA has continued to add sites
with =c_=s cF 28.50 cr azcve. _ cu_.cff '_ =_le.-%ed _

_meet !eta! re,r_[re.._entsand does nc,t refi-_ct _ decisic_n

,..,a_sites sccri_c _e__c,' r.he -,,r_ _r _-.c-3_'esent sc_._e risk

T._.? ,,'p,.,_ ..._.... , ........................ ='>- .
LiL'da.'-__ E?.& ;,_U.r i_'(:E.3 :' ,- c ..,Z/.,,=?,v i','.



If a Site Is on the NTL, Will EPA Pa,; for Response Actions?

'lot necessarily. EPA will study, the natUre and extent

of the problems at an NPL site before determining if it requires

remedial action. Whenever possible, EPA attempts to have

those responsible take r_.=medialaction. Superfund will pay

only when those responsible cannot or will not pay to clean
up.

Can EPA Becin Taking Action at Sites on the PreDosed NPL?

Yes. EPA may start the Remedial Investiqation/Feasibilitv

Study (RI/FS), which describes the type and extent of contamination
at the site, identifies alternatives for remedial action,

and supports technical and cost analyses of the alternatives.

However, the remedy selected cannot be constructed or implemented
until the site is on the final NPL. In addition, removals

also can be undertaken before a site is on the final NPL.

How Does EPA Determine Funding Priorities _mon(] NPL Sites?

In larqe part, EPA uses the NPL to determine high-priority

sites for cleanup. However, funding of actions will not always

take place in the order that sites are on the N_PL. Numerous

factors such as State priorities, cost, and available cleanup

technologies influence the erder for funding actions.

Will Sites on the Final NiDL Keep.._=_...... -_-__cr_"" ~_crResccnse
Acticn After >;ew Sites Are Added?

Not necessari!y. .?nce ne_ sites are ri_ced tn the final

.%75, -_hepricrit,/ for starting wor'._s.n sites already on the

:_L may chance._ Hcwever, a-PAwill continue fundinG_ _e...c__-nu_=='_
cf sites where it or the State has _' .... _' _"_'_'-.... z _=_un tQ taka action.

.,e..e_,alActionsH_ Lcnc Do _ _ _ Take?

The tL-.e recuired for r_=r.,edialac=ion !ezenJs un the

site. Actions can involve many steps, :_ncludinq a Re.medial

investi_.aticn/ Feasibiiinv Study (Ri/FS), =_nddesign and consnruczicr.
_- L.-.u!ementaticn of _= re.mec_zsel _"=_ in = few cases,

the _"cnlv action noc°==am/ -,ay be _n r=.-mcveJr:__sof hazario:s

s'._Ds==n_=o or e;:.-pt%'storace ta_xs --acu"_cns ._..=_-_-_take ;::ie
t?,e. in To,st c.i_es, =.fes,._cnsea"_i::n fa.' ........,,- _-..-_: :,= di=feren_

and r.cre e:x_enslve .-easures =_ ......:- "'-_:_q Fo! _,,'-=_

_;._-x:._.... 5er _r _J_J_in.j "-_t_-m. inat_.J fl.'er ::.sc:it, s hn 5:.e_e
cases, i-_ can tz:<e _e,.'er_i ,.'.=..ars ,:f :Tr--.:-:,: +:'.':i?.ee:'inc =_nal'.'s'~3

-'-= _=,, c -__=:,.qd -aw u...... /s?.es ._................
_i,'F_s, r..?e.Jia[ :.)s :~.:r,s and r_edi_S .-.----':-.:::-_it:_..-:,


