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EL TORO

Marines d|sclose waste-cleanup plan for base

By Kathryn Cave
The Orange’ County Reglster

In 1985 the Orange County Water
District detected contaminated
water in orange groves just west of
the El Toro Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion. On Saturday, seven years lat-
er, officials announced how they
are going to clean it up.

Representatives from the Ma-
rines and the company that will
drill for the wastes outlined a six-
month plan for testing at 22 sites on
the base using nearly 150 monitor-
ing wells.

“The level of contamination —
we're talking parts per billion. It’s
not cause for concern, although it’s
above the level of what you would
like to drink,” said Bill Avolio,

whose company is coordinating the
tests.

The cost of the first part of the
project is estimated at $20 million,
said F. Andrew Piszkin, an envi-
ronmental manager for the Naval
Facilities Engineering Command
in San Diego.

In February 1990, the air station
became one of 1,154 sites on the
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s Superfund cleanup list of the
nation’s most contaminated loca-
tions.

The EPA says 22 areas on the
base — ranging from the hobby
shop where military personnel
worked on their cars to the battery-
acid disposal area — contain such
dangerous chemicals as benzene,
acetone and trichloroethylene. The
contaminants have been found in

both the soil and ground water.

In April the Marines said they
won’t have time to finish cleaning
up potentially toxic ground water if
they are forced to close the Tustin
Marine Corps Air Station in 1997,
as planned.

Phase 1, which includes drilling
and findipg the source of the con-
tamination, is expected to be com-
pleted by May 1993. Phase I1, also
estimated to cost $20 million, will
include cleaning up hazardous
sites and does not have an estimat-
ed completion date.

In testing the water and the soil,
officials hope to find three catego-
ries of samples — clean, designat-
ed waste and hazardous waste.
Designated waste is material that
is not considered hazardous but is

not completely clean. Officials say
the bulk of contaminants pose no
immediate danger in the agricul-
tural areas where they have been
found.

Clean samples will be dlsposed
of, Avolio said. Desxgnated waste

,wnll be kept on the station grounds

for later treatment. Any hazardous
material will be sent to a hazard-
ous-waste disposal site.

Thé Marine Corps opened to the
public a presentation of drilling
and testing, but few people showed
up. The Marines said they took that
as a good sign.

““We hope that they feel it’s not a
real danger to them,” said Lt. Col.
Ronald Lard. “Instead of trying to
hide anythmg, we're trying to tell
everyone.’
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