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R 1Irvine rejects plan
~ |to spray polluted
- __.../water on greenbelts.

El Toro Marine Corps Air Station.
The water under the city is pot .
used for drinking orbmseboldu_se.. .
But the contamination is spreading .
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By Cheryl Downey
The Register
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IRVINE — The City Council de-
cided Tuesday that it didn’t want to
use city sprinklers to solve what
could be the county’s biggest up-
derground  toxic-contamination
case. .

On a 40 vote, the council reject-
ed plans to clean up groundwater
by spraying it through city sprin-
klers onto neighborhood greenbelts
and letting the toxin evaporate into
the air. Council members instead
demanded a system that will clean
the water first, even if the city has
to pay nearly $400,000 to build it.

“You'll never put the people in
Westpark or any other village in
this city at ease by telling them
that we're spraying carcinogens at
night under highly controlled con-
ditions,” Mayor Larry Agran said.

“People will worry. They will justi- -

fiably worry.”

M. they’re already wor-
rying. )

Councilwoman Sally Anne Sheri-
dan, a real-estate agent, said fel-
low agents have reported house
sales falling through because of
concern about the contamination

A three-mile stretch of ground-
water under Irvine has been con-
taminated by trichloroethylene, or
TCE. Water-district officials be-

west toward wells that supply San-
ta Ana and Tustin with drinking
water, Orange County Water Dis-
trict officials say.

They want to move quickly to

clean it up. A well already hasbeen -

drilled at Jeffrey Road and Irvine
Center Drive and a pumping sys-
tem must be connected to it.

The waterdistrict board is_ -

scheduled to award a contract to-.

construct the clean-up system July - -
S, said Jim Van Haun, the water-
district spokesman. It will discuss -
to:st&dwhnchopnontotakcthm,

“We'll go either way,” be said -
“It really doesn't mahe too mnd:
difference to us.™ - ,

But he added that district offi-;
dalsm.amemedabwtﬂlecut.

The water district planned m:
cleanupthewateundemeaﬂllr'
vine by pumping it out through a
well, piping it into the Irvine Water |
Dlstna's reclaimed-water system
and spraymgnontogreenbeltsand:
farmland. As it is sprayed, minute -
levels of TCE are released intothe .
The toxic solvent would remain '’
mthemrforupmthreedaysat
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undetectable and safe levels, Or- '’
ange County Water District oﬁ—
cials say. : i

lieve the chemical, once used to
clean aircraft, leaked into the
groundwater from landfills on the
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POLLUTED WATER ON GREENBELTS”-

“IRVINE REJECTS PLAN TO SPRAY
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE
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