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Groups join forces to clean El Toro

By Lee H. Saunders
Special to The Compass

SAN DIEGO — A coordinat-
ed effort between Southwest
Division, Naval Facilities Engi-
neering Command, its civilian
contractors and Marine Corps
"Alr Station El Toro, Calif. is

" saving taxpayers' time and

money cleaning up contami-

~nated sites at the Orange

County installation.
“The mission of the MCAS
cleanup project is fast track re-

“mediation of MCAS EIl Toro to

expedite reuse and protect hu-
man health and the environ-
ment,” said Jason Ashman,

--Southwest Division Remedial

Project Manager for MCAS El
Toro.

Southwest Division, Naval
Facilities Engineering Com-
mand, San Diego and MCAS El
Toro have been working with
Bechtel National Inc. and OHM
Remediation Services Corp. to
combine analytical data from

result in an

environmental studies with
cleanup plans to eliminate the
need to conduct further envi-
ronmental studies and develop
associated reports.

Bechtel National Inc. is an
environmental studies contrac-
tor for Southwest Division.
OHM Remedation Services
Corp. is the remedial action
contractor for Southwest Divi-
sion. Both contractors are in
San Diego.

“The cleanup team has reg-
ulators as team members to
assist in ensuring that all lo-
cal, state, and federal laws and
regulations are complied with,”
Ashman said.

The teamwork between the
Navy, Marine Corps and its
contractors involves regular
communication and an ex-
change of technical environ-
mental information that will
accelerated
cleanup of sites at the Marine
Corps air station.

“We are taking samples, and
based on analytical data, we

will decide the most effective
next step, which will most like-
ly be a ‘removal action’ or ‘no
further action’,” Ashman said.
“We need to clean up more,
and study less. To ensure
timely turnover of these
parcels to the community, we
need to streamline the overall
cleanup process.”

The accelerated cleanup will
clean Operable Unit 3 (OU3).
An operable unit is a term
used to describe a portion or
area of a site that is part of a
hazardous waste investigation
and cleanup program. Opera-
ble Unit 3 consists of seven-
teen sites scattered on 15
acres of the 4,700 acre air sta-
tion. The accelerated cleanup
will reduce the cost of current
environmental studies at Oper-
able Unit 3 from just under $9
million to approximately $4.5
million. “It would be more cost-
ly to continue this installation
restoration process as it is nor-
mally done,” Ashman said.
“Focusing on cleanup will

make the process more effi-
cient and cost effective by min-
imizing the amount of inves-
tigative studies and technical
reports. We are giving each site
individual attention and mak-
ing decisions based on data
unique to each site which al-
lows us to clean up each site
as rapidly and cost effectively
as possible.”

Cleanup work will begin in
December 1995 and complete
by mid-1996. Southwest Divi-
sion, Naval Facilities Engineer-
ing Command, San Diego,
commanded by Captain Tom
Gunn, Civil Engineer Corps, U.
S. Navy, manages a flscal year
1995 environmental cleanup
budget of over $200 million for
over 600 installation sites at
38 Navy and Marine Corps
bases in Arizona, New Mexico
and Southern California.
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