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SUBJECT: Pdnaipal Aquifer Cleanup Objectives for MCAS El Tore

Dear Masts. Thibaault and Scandura:

' Orange County Water District (C)CWD) =taft.has reviewed the comments from
= the U.$. Environmental Proteu-'tlonAgency (EPA) on the dnaft Interim Action

0_'CEO_=_'_l " Feasibility Study (IAFS) raped for OU-1 at MCA_ El Tom. We were surpriseO
eI_NEn^_.U._NA_R that the EPA's comments indicate that it may allow groundwater TCE

• _oentmti_; at _ev_=l tlm_¢ the state and federal drinking water standards
, to rernain in the principal aquifer, a potable supply source. The comment=

SuDmlttud by your agencies do not =pacifically refute EP_'s comments.
However, we e=k you, aI the designated elate regulatory agencies anti
signatories of the El Tore Federal Facilities Agreement, whether EPA°s

, ¢omment= in regard to a possibleno-actionadtemativefor the principal aquifer
Ire in co,-nplianr,e w;:hstate ARARs. Does utzte Ieg_=;¢tJo.-.¢uch as the Pvrter-
Cologne Water Quality Act and State Water Resource== Control Board
Resolution 68-16 apply here? Is the Department of Navy (DON) legally
required to meet both federal and state ARAR= when determining remedial
action objectiveI?

I ask for your respective positions on these isxues and whether they ¢orfform,
in whole or tn part, to those of EPA.

We believe that DON should be required to clean up the areas ot both the
*,u,u,_,oon(ss, shallow _nd principal aquifers that exceed the f_deral and state drinking water
,==u_r_u._v standards for all ¢0ntaminants that were introduCed by the base. We would
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liketo _he_lUle II meetingwithyoust youreurl]estoo_ven_e_ceto discussyour positions
on these issues sothat we maydetermineour futurecourseof action.

Gineorely,

W'Hlia_
GeneralManiger

co: BonnieArthur. U._, EPA Region IX
Rex Callaway, $WDN Naval FacilitiesEr_gineedngGomrnlin_

,

TOTRLP.t_3

3AN-23-1996 14:59 ?149266586 99% P,84


