
3737 Main S_e_, S_ 500, _c_:qde, Cali_ia _2501-334_
Linda S. Adams Phcn_ ._51) 782_130 • _kX _51) 781_288 • TDD (95I) _2-222: Arnold Schwarzeneggcr

Secrc:a_yfor ww_v.watc_o_.ca.gov/santaana Go_w_or

_CAS EL TORO
_=c _o. _o_o.a.a

_nuary 10, 2008

Base Real_nme_ and Closure
A_n: Mr. Da_en Newton
BRAC EnN_nmen_l Coo_in_or
7040 Trabuco Road
I_ine, California 92618

COMMENTS ON DRAFT FINAL, RECORD OF DECISION (ROD), OPERABLE UNIT
(OU) 3A, SITES 8 AND 12, FORMER MARINE CORPS _R STATION, EL TORO,
GEOTRACKER No. DOD100148400 & DOD100136300

Dear Mr. Newton:

We have reviewed the above referenceddocume_, dated November 1,2006, which we
received on November 20, 2006. As you are aware, on December 15, 2006 we
reque_ed a 30-day e_en_on of the deadline br providing our comments on this
document. We appPedatethe add_on_ time, and offer the _llowing commen_:

• The investigation results_r Sites 8 and 12, as summarized in Section 5 of the R©D,
indicated concengations of p_ychbdnated biphenyls (PCBs) and legacy pestiddes:
DDT and metabolRes;chlordane; and toxaphene. Site 8, Units 1 and 4, are _poRed
as having PCBs and all three legacy pestiddes in sudace soils at conce_rations
above the Total Maximum Daily LimRs(TMDL) ta_et sediment concentrations that
were Men_fied for this Operable Unit, OU-3A. Site 8, Unit 5 and all bur units of Site
12 also have PCBs, DDT and m_abolRes, and chlordane in sudace soils at
conce_ratbns above the ta_et sediment conce_ratbns. Site 8, Units 2 and 3 have
PCBs in sudace soils at conce_rations above the TMDL _et sediment
conce_flons.

Formal adoption of the proposed im#ementation plan for the Organcchlodne
Compounds TMDL for the San Diego Creek Watemhed, in the form of a Regional
Board order, is expe_ed in 2007. The U.S. EnNronment_ Protecgon Agency
promulgated TMDL sediment targets for: PCBs; DDT and metab_ites; chlo_ane;
and toxaphene on June 14, 2002. The OU-3A ROD does not propose a remedy to
prevent impa_s to surfacewatem from the transpo_ation and erosion of sedimen_
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with conce_rations of PCBs and legacy pestiddes in excess of TMDL sedime_
ta_s.

• Section 6.2, Sudace Water Uses, Page 6-1: The downgradie_ potions of the San
Diego C_ek W_e_hed are listed as impaled under the Clean Water A_. We
disag_e with your asse_ion that the p_vious investigation conducted at SEe25 _he
assessme_ of four m_or d_inage channels that resulted in a _commenda_on _r
"no fu_her a_ion" under Comp_hensNe Response Compensation and UaNl_y A_
(CERCLA)] constitutes a compile assessme_ of su_ace water impa_s from the
former Madne Co_s Air S_gon. We believe a s_e-spec_c assessme_ of impa_s
to the Aqua Chinon Wash and Bee CanyonWash is necessa_ _r the protection of
water qualiW.

• Section 11. SELECTED REMEDY, Page 11-1: We have no o_eGion _ or
comment on the proposedexcava_onand removalof contaminated soil. Rather
than suppo_ng a proposalfor no_nher aGion, we reque_ a remedy _r areas
ounce the proposedexcavationzones,where concentra_onsof PCBsand legacy
pe_es exceed the TMDL sedimen_ _e_, in o_er to preventt_nspo_ of and
erosionof soils exceedingTMDL sedime_s targets.

We recogn_e that the soilcleanup_anda_s for PCBs andpestiddes thatwere
im#eme_ed at Sites 8 and 12were developedin accordancewitha humanhealth
baseddsk assessment,asdefinedinCERCLA. As you know,we declinedto

, commenton _e dev_opme_ of soil cleanup_andards dudng the pedodwhen the
proje_ progressed from investigatbnto the proposedplan. We did, howeve_
express ourconcernsregaling residualco_am_a_on in our commentson the
Draft ROD. Cons_edng the proxim_yof S_e 8 to Aqua ChinonWash and Si_ 12_
Bee CanyonWash, steps mustbe _ken to preventthe #ansponation and erosionof
soils inexcess of the TMDL sedime_ _ets.

Because of the Naves imminent t_nsfer of the prope_y and the residual
contam_ants of concern in the soil at these s_es, we are requesting that the ROD
include a remedy to prevent soil t_nspoR and erosion. The remedy should be in
place at the time of the prope_y t_nsfe£ and mai_a_ed after the t_nsfer is
com#eted.

= Sec_on12.2.1ChemicalSpecificARARs,12.2.1.1Federal,Page12-2: We
requestthatSection303(d)ofthe CleanWaterAct be _ent_ed as an ARAR.

Please subm_ an ele_n_ copy of the revised Reco_ of Decision, and the copies of
subseque_ _pods, soil and g_u_w_ a_l_l data, su_eyed Iocatbns of
mon_odng wells, and bodng logs d_N_ mon_odng well _n_m_ _ the S_te
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Wa_r Resource Control BoaR's Ge_cker webs_e. For any questions, please call
me at (951) 78_4494, or send email to ib_derick@w_e_oa_s.ca.qo_

Sin_

SLIC/DoD Se_ion

cc via email: Richa_ Muza, U.S. EPA, Regbn 9
Quang Than, DTSC, Office _ Mil_a_ Fadl_es
James Callian, BRAC PMO WEST

Californ_ Environmental Protection Agency
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