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simple command ceremony _ E
A ends a :long: relationship between The shim'Yard is worth keenin_ 1 _ot _-_*

: Long lBeach and its Naval Station. Like because itsZshrunken workfor_'ce:Sstil'_lnu_. _
many liaisons it has been uneven, but now bers 2,500, but because of its proven
that it is over, it is hard to _say goodbye, efficiencies and its contribution to_ main-

Residents with long memories :associate taining an effective Navy. Its primary
sailors on leave with the days of the:old threat may in fact be political as much as
Pike amusement zone, noisy taverns, _tat, economic, but in any case_ it :deserves the

:too parlors and the Shore Patrol That was appropriate local support. :
the old Navy, which actually disappeared The Naval Station enj0yed community
some years ago, to b%replaced !byl more : support, over the jTears in varying degrees.

sermus and career-m_naed rI_eI!bla_ld worn: At times_base commanders felt, at:least
e.n, many. _wzth famz _ms,i,w o: _ended -m : ipriVately,:_ll_hatthe townspeople could havemcely wzth the landlubber s. _made :the Navy: people feel more welcome.
they are mawng. • • Bat in'recent years at least, that was not

The Long Beach Naval Station i the case:i:i_Navy officials involved them-

ed its 50tha hive: !selves!?in_iCivicactivities- one, in fact,ago, but the ._lati_ !Rear_Adm_ John Higgins0n, remained af:
_ft_rther. The city ter retirement to serve as president of the
Landing at a cost of $12;500 :in 1926, and Chamber of Commerce. _
for a generation before that ships had Another, Capt. Edward F. Leonard, com_
been caUing here. The size of the installa- mander of the base duringthe late Sixties,
tion grew in wartime and contracted in spoke warmly of the special relationship

': peacetime. As recently as three years ago that had developed betv_een the Navy and
there .were I7,000 sailors here; soon there Long Beach -: partly• :becauselOfthe

will lie facilities, which ir_cluded not only a ship:
on yardbuta supplylcenter,a hospitaland a

wide array of Shoreside Services, but es-
pecially because of the people. Long Beachi:

but only for he s_d, was the best homeport_in: tii_ _
no one believes that Navy. And so it was. :

again. It is painful to end a reiations:hipthatl
to func- lfor better or for worse, lgoes


