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A s1mple command ceremony foday

ends a long relationship between
: Long Beach and its Naval Station. Like .
many liaisons it has been uneven, but now

that it is over, it is hard to" say goodbye

Res1dents with long memories associate -

-sailors on leave with the days of the old
.Pike amusement zone, noisy. taverns, tat-
‘too parlors and the Shore Patrol. That was

“some years ago, to be replaced ‘by. more
serious and career-minded men and wor
‘en, many with families, who blende
‘nicely with the Iandlubbers Now '
they are leavmg .
' The Long Beach Naval Statlon,celk rs
ed its 50th anniversary a couple of
ago, but the relationship goes back mu;

further. The city built -its first Navy
~Landing at a cost of $12,500 in 1926, and

for a generation before that ships had
:_;been calling here. The size of the installa-
“tion grew in wartime and contracted in

. peacetime.. As recently as three years ago
there were 17,000 sailors here; soon there

i wﬂl be none The statlon closes officially

aﬁpened before, in 1950 only

‘and again in 1974, but only for
his time, no one belleves that
open again.. '

‘Shipyard contmues to func-
1l have to survive the next
e closmgs in 1995. Meantime,
will manage the property and

eopened -for the Korean and Viet-

umng operatlons {such{as the :

: commlssary, exhange and pharmacy

The shipyard is worth keeping, not _]LlSt

“because its shrunken workforce still num-
‘bers 2,500, but because of its proven
efﬁmenmes and-its contribution to.main-
' tammg an effective Navy. Its primary
‘threat may in: fact be pohtxcal as much as
- economic; but in any case. it: deserves the
“appropriate local support. - L

“the old Navy, which actually disappeared

The. Naval Statlon enjoyed . commumty

* support over the years in varying degrees.
t.';At »tlmes base commanders felt, at. least

that the townspeople could have
Navy' people feel more welcome.
nt years at least that was not

1v1c act1v1t1es — one, in fact,
s John ngglnson remained af-

ter retlrement to serve as pre51dent of the

Chamber of Commerce. :
Another, Capt. Edward F. Leonard, com-"

~mander of the base during the late Slxtles,
‘spoke warmly of the special relationship

that had developed between the Navy and
Long Beach — partly because of the

facilities, Whlch 1nc1uded not only a ship-
~yard but a supply center, a hospital and a
‘wide array of shoreside services, but es-

pecially because of the people. Long Beach;
he said, was the best homeport 1n the
Navy. And so it was. -

It is painful to end e relatlonshlp that

for better or for worse, goes back ito
‘earliest memories, shares a connection to
“the sea and has stlrred deep feelings. The
- Naval Station and Long Beach had that
kad of relatlonshlp But o lon




