


PORT: L.B. wants portion of Naval station for use as rail yard
CONTINUED FROMB1 grams. California was hit hard in the helps economic development or side of the street to draw the line

"We're not talking about turn- three rounds of base closings, creates jobs. on," said Capt. Paul Ward, in
Beach. "There may be a portion ing the mole property directly with 22 bases ordered shut. As That means the Port could get charge of Navy base closure oper-
we could declare surplus, and over to the Port, but at the same much as 40 percent of the base the mole for far less than the ations in Washington, D.C. "The
that would be the mole area." time, we're trying to work with closures and 69 percent of the land is worth, or possibly free. Navy is working witli the Port in

The $38 million fuel pier built the Port to accommodate the personnel reductions in the Under the Port!s new plan, the defining the area it will consider
on the mole five years ago will city's reuse plan," Kesler said. nation were here, a $7 million Allen Center, the elegant offi- excess."
remain open, she said. City officials have estimated dollar hit to the state economy, cer's club On the base, and the Ward said he hoped the prop-

If the Navy declares the prop- that the Long Beach community To soften the economic blow to exchange, a large department erty could be leased to the Port
erty surplus, other uses must be is losing nearly $1 billion communities like Long Beach, store, are on the land the Port by the end of the year. But, he
considered before the Port can annually in economic benefits the 1994 Defense Authorization wants for its rail yard. They added, the property can't be
get it. It would be screened for because of the closure of the Act allows the Department of would be demolished, but not turned over to the Port until
use for homeless facilities and naval station and its related Defense to transfer property at immediately, some hazardous waste sites are
state and local government pro- . facilities, fair market value or less if it "We still need to decidewhich cleaned up.


