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L.B.yardsupporters chairman of a House ArmedServices subcommittee oversee-
fight postponement ing base closings, said Pentagon

officials have privately discussed
Fromstaffandwirereports the proposal with%wmakers.

The Clinton administration is "On the political level, it prob- 4"
considering delaying some mili- ably would be very popular to
tary base Closure decisions until delay," McCurdysaid. "Any time
after the 1996 presidential elec- we can delay pain, whether it's
tion. going to the dentist or cutting

A senior Pentagon official, the budget, we will do that."
speaking on condition of ano- The military, hoping to free
nymity, said a 1997 base closure funds for new weapons programs,
round could be added, softening opposes any delay in base clos-
the impact of next year's sched- ings and is arguing within the
uled round. Deputy Defense Sec- administration against the pro-
retary John Deutch confirmed posal.
Tuesday that the idea remains If President Bill Clinton
under study" at the Pentagon. decides to seek an additional

Long Beach Naval Shipyard round in 1997, he will need con-
supporters, fighting hard to keep gressional approval. A key factor
the federal base closure commis- driving the administration is the
sion from shutting the yard in expectation that next year's clo-
1995, say any delay is a bad idea. sure list would deliver a major

"Everyone is negative about blow to the nation's bases and
• f_:i,_nykind o ,po_tponement.,It::s the communities, thatdepend on
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Closures till after election
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election,couldequalthe com-
bined effectof base closure
roundsin 1988,1991and 1993. 150,000m
Thoseresultedinorderstoclose positions,

recent:103 majorbases.
The seniorPentagonofficial

describedan atmosphere of
apprehensioninmilitarycom- con-
munitiesawaitingthePentagon
recommendationsearlynext
year.Thoserecommendationsgo
beforetheDefenseBase

review;thena revisedlistgoesto
Congressand thepresidentfor:_

"Th_
has on the Wor|
families,"Gurzisaid.

He
ing
made towaitltwomore
have togo throughtwo more
base-closure:rounds,becauseof
thegreatcostsassociatedwith
fightingtok_p a baseo_n.
Rep,James Hansen,R-Utah,

saidClintonwouldbe commit-
ringpoliticalsdicidetocutbases
andslashmilitaryjobsacrossthe
coUntrybeforehis1996re-elec-
tionbid.Hansentakestheques-
tionastepfurtherwithhisbillto
putoffthe1995roundentirely
until1997.He has30c0-sponsors
.forhisbill. :,._

Rep. Stephen H°rn, R_L6nlg:
Beach, said he favors Hansen s

__stponetheClbsings_n'_Jrd_rtbl
allowtheeconomytoabsorbthe

•militaryicuts:th_at,_ve_i_e_y:


