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High court OKsbase dosmgs
phia Naval Shipyard from ProfessionalTechhiciansand

L.B!Navy.. llShlpyard scheduledextinctionin1996. Engineers,Local!74.

ghtl 0 The administration defended We really hk_te' to:,i_ave:ourbackers to fi n the procedures as essential to act in orderfor when_thelfeder_:

itsgoalofcuttingthearmed albase..cl°sUrewn" .c0mmissio_.l . .ByAaronEpstein forcesinthepost-ColdWar era. comes_oto ..._::_'_ , ,_:
FromOurNationalBureau The shipyardbarelymlSsed
WASHINGTON --Ina deci- Up to200,000jobsareexpected

sionthatassurestheshutdown tobe lostinthebase-closingbeingon lastyear'sfederalprogram,accordingtosome baseclosurelist,butsupporters
ofscoresofmilitaryinstalla-
tionsacrossthe nation,the estimates, areanticipatingitwillbe tar-Officialsfn LongBeachsaid getedin1995.
Supreme Court ruledunan-
imouslyMonday thatjudges Monday that the Supreme Federal officialshaveCourtdecisionwillnotimmedi- alreadyorderedthattheLong
haveno powertooverturngov-
ernmentbase-closingdecisionsatelyaffectthecity'sfightto Beach Naval Stationclosesavethe Long Beach Naval Sept.30.And the Navy has
undera 1990law.

" _.Therulingwas a victoryfor Shipyard,which could be alreadyclosedthe Savannah
:;tl_eClintonadmin£stration,closedin 1995by thefederal Cabrill0navalhousingsite,
_hicl_:arguedagainstlcourt base,losingcommission., whichhadltw0::!400-Unitparts,
i"intervention,and:a rebuffto "Ihopepeoplewillwake up andtheLongBeachNaVaiHos-
_theCainp_aign.,of'Sen,i_,rlennow that thisdecisionhas pital. '"":,:l_" " " "

Specter,R.Pa.,an'd!regionalcome out,"saidLouisRodri- RodriguezsaidtheSupreme
p()liticaland :unionleadersto guez,presidentofthe500-mere- :.PLEASESEEBASES ZA_
savethe192-year-oldPhiladel-berInternationalFederationof ;_:........l: _ " "' _I_"":l



BASES: Supreme Court upholds closing decisions.
:CONTINUEDFROMA1 must be reviewed by the courts The 1952 steel.seizure prece- closing law. •
Court decision makes it more dif- to assure compliance with the dent, he said, "cannot be read for The 1990 law "grants the pres-

the proposition that an action ident unfettered discretion lto
ficult for his union and others Constitution and the 1990 law, takeri by the presiden_in excess accept the commission's base-that represent the shipyard's he argued.
3,500 employees. Despite his failure to win a of his statutory authority ne_,,- closing report or to reject it, f_ a

"I think people need to be vote from a single justice, Spec- sadly violates the Constitution. good reason, a bad reason or'no
heard rather than making deci- ter said he was "more than a lit- A president's base-closing deci- reason at all," Justice David
sions based on politics," he said. tie surprised that the court will sion, Rehnquist concluded, raises Souter said in a concurring 0pin-

In effect, the justices barred not grant review when there is so no constitutional questions and ion.
virtuallyalllegalchallengestoa much evidenceof fraud and can'tbe reviewedby thecourtsundertheAdministrativeProce- StaffwriterLuis MonteagudocheatingandlyingbytheNavy."
president'sbase,losingdecisions A dividedappealspanelin duresActorundera 1990base- contributedtothisreportundertheDefenseBaseClosure
and RealignmentActof1990-- Philadelphiahad agreedwith

Specter last year. It relied pri- .T_e__
even if procedural requirements marily on the Supreme Court's Tf"@--_ v"cbvv_
weren't followed, landmark 1952 ruling that Presi,The unusual 1990 law was

:idesigned to s_ the process of dent Harry Truman had exceed- _,_ _r ) _t_t-
%shuttingdownunneededinstalla-ed hislegalauthorityby his "_..v_o

ti0ns arid avoid the endless politi- emergency seizure :of steel mills _ _ _ 2.,during the Korean War.
calandlegalskirmishesthatpre- But anotherappealscourt _servedbasesthatthePentagon _,
consideredobsolete, spurneda similarattemptby _tc_t% _)C_4f'_"0_-_ _ CI_I_
Since1991,CongressandPres- Maine'stwoU.S.senators,Demo-

craticMajorityLeaderGeorgeJ.
identsGeorgeBushandBillClin- MitchellandRepublicanWilliamtonhaveagreedtoshut164mili-
tarybases,asrecommendedbya S.Cohen,tostoptheshutdownof
specialcommissionand thesec- LoringAirForceBasein their
retaryofdefense, state.
_:_';D0zens alreadyhave been Chief JustiCeWilliam H.
closed. Rehnquist,writingthe main
S_r claim_thatthe=Na_ courtopinion,rejectedeachof

'had riggedthe base-c'losingS_te'r's_ents..:_:
processby suppressingevidence
insupportofkeepingtheship-
yard open.Such misconduct


