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L.B. lobbying hard for Naval Shipyard
Expected on hit list again in '95 in1991, it was in jeopardy in '93, campaign to win friends and cuss the shipyard's future.and it will be in jeopardy in '95," influence people in high places "We won't leave a stone

commission member Peter Bow- months before any votes are unturned," said Rep. Stephen
By James R. Barroll through the Defense Base Clo- man said at the time. taken. Horn, R-Long Beach, who has
FromOurNationalBureau sure and Realignment Commis- That was all the supporters of Hardly a week has passed been one of the shipyard's big

WASHINGTON -- It was a sion on a 4-3 vote, escaping shut- one of the city's largest employ- since that day without city offi- boosters and formed a coalition

very near thing last year. down for the second time in two ers needed to hear. The backers cials, shipyard employees or with 15 other Southern Califor:
Last June 25 the Long Beach years, of the Long Beach yard have members of Congress meeting PLEASESEESHIPYARD/B2

Naval Shipyard squeaked "Long Beach was in jeopardy started earlier than ever in a somewhere with somebody to dis-



SHIPYARD. Long Beach lobbies hard to keep Navy
CONTINUEDFROMB1 making the arguments," said 'tour of the shipyard before he cials had been told by the base
",,_.o_,_,,,o_=_h=,_wh_° _ ; LarryTaub,_a Washingtonlob, lefttown. ' " ' . closingspanelstaffthattheship-
to keep the yard open _ ym nde pe ial ontrac with Shipyard supports have also ya,rdsun q e y-d_k facflztles and

Al[f,._,,_._p_iA._ Rm mi,_ the city of Long Beach just to huddled with White House offi- and its overall military value
tnrti._nnt_Ynect_to_nnalntth,_ handletheshlpyard. : cmls. r werenotgoingtobe persuamve list.
-=,....... --,- ...... _-r....... ' " " ' ..... "nsav" th " " "n_.Wmembp.rs of the indanandanf. E. ])el Smith,, the city s chmf Although the White House 1 mg e facility m i995. Whether
b-'as'ec'-iosi"ngpanel unt-il-J_ua--_, W_hingtonlobbyi_t, also repre- staff has been directed not to act .. So Sm!th decided to emphasize
proponents of the Long Beach sends _ne _,ong r_each Naval as caseworkers on base closings, t_ne empl.oyees memse!ves, and
shil_yard _al_ tl_at r_owisn't Shipyard Employees Association the president's people -,- and the politmal ramfficatmns of a
too soon to begin honing their and Los Angeles County and has Clinton himsdf -- are expected closure. _
case. been workingthestaffofthe tohavesome inputon thefinal ',Westudthattolayoff3,300
;Fortheshipyard,therealdeci- commissionandCapitolHill. shapeofthe 1995base closingsemployees(orabout2,500after
sion-makingprocessbeginsin The cityhas notbeenreluc- listthatthePentagonwillsub- theUpcomingAugustlayoffs)is
the bureaucraticmaze of the tanttotalkwiththebaseclosingmittothecommissionforitscon- whoUyunwiseina statethathas Eac_
U.S.Navy. : commission.Last February,a sideration, notyetrecoveredeconomically,
And thatiswhereLongBeach delegationledby outgoing.Long InMarch,J,B.Lark.ins,presi- in•.....c ,_.^.... Bea h ..... '...... _..,.. v..,_hassetu _tsfirsthneofdefense, c MayorErme Kellcameto dentoftheshipyard,s empl ee • ,. ,,

witl_th_lieutenantsand cap, Washington to talkwith the association;_oinelbtherh_n o_!crec::e_,
tainschargedwith gathering commissionstaff,i leadersinai_ionwith Dorothy ly,in a stateCiint_n_nee_In_
numbersand refining:researchThey made thevisitbecause Robyn,specialassistanttoClin- hei,_h'__n re_l_tionin1996
oneveryNavyfacility.": eventhoughithasno members, tonfordefenseconversion. _a,,t,_',,,_o^.,,__-_ _r be
The secondfrontisin the thecommission'sstaffalreadyis A monthlater,Larkinswas theare_'s"_,_'_"_'_'_'° _" crat

officesofhigher-levelNa_ offi-conductingpreliminaryresearch,backfora conferen_th _re spent_o're'_e"_=t_"_aa_
cials;who reviewwhattheirsub- The officialsalsometwith WhiteHouseofficials,includingand;_fen_ _,_tm'_+i ,ff_.
ordirtatdshave done and select Navy SecretaryJohnDaltonand Clinton'seyesandearson'poli-cials_-=_=_ -_'_";+_-'_"" v---"
possiblecandidatesforclosing,Navy UndersecretaryRichard ticsin California,Thomas "shiPyardproponentsarehop-

finalhitlistdue early Danzig,one ofDalton'spoint Epstein. : " _l_ : r ingtosetup a keymeetingwith "_
: ........ men onbaseclosures. Itwas in that_leeringthat DefenseSecretaryWiiliamJ.
_)int,we areeducat- Laterthatsame month,Dal, lobbyis_ Smith s:.Y'people Perry,who+willsendthePenta,
ileWho ha,e to _ign ton Came to Long Beach fora approach'strate__ g!_venits gon'sbaseclosinevr0_0salsto
;..workingham in shipcommissioning.Horn made firsttesL '_. 'i''_" thecommissionne-xt'ye_.

people who are sure the secretary got a personal Smith and Long Beach's' Offi- In the meantime, I._ng Beach Shipyard.


