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The departing Naval Station
A simple command ceremony today commissary_,exhange_andpharmacy.ends a long relationshipbetween The shipyardisworthkeeping,notjust
Long Beach and itsNaval Station,Like because,itsshrunkenwsrklbrcestillnum.
m-a_.liaisonsithasbeenuneven,butnow bets 2,500, but b_eause_f itsproven
that_t_ over,itishardtosaygoodbye, e/ficienc_esand its_ntributiont_main-

Re,dents with long memories associate raining an effective Navy. Its primary
sailorson leavewiththedaysofthe old threatmay infactbe politicalasmuch as
Pikeamusementzone,noisytawxns,tat- economic,but inany caseitdeservesthe
tooparlorsandtheShorePatrol,Thatwas appropriatelocalsupport.
theoldNavy,which actuallydisappeared The Naval Stationenjoyedcommunity

some yearsago,_ be replacedby more supportovertheyearsinvaryingdegree_.
seriousandcareermindedmen and worn- At timesbasecommanders felt,at Ie_sst
en,mar_ywithfamilies,who blendedin privately,thatthet_wnspeop[ecouldhave
nicelywith the landlubbers.Now even made theNavy peoplefeelmore welcome.
they are I_avmg, But in recent years at least, that was not

The Long Beach Naval Station celebrat, the case. Navy officials involved them-
ed its 50th anniversary a couple of years selves in c_vic activities - one, in fact,
ago, but the rdationship goes back much Rear Adm. John Higginson, remained el-
further, The city buiIt its first Navy _er retirement to serve as president of the
Landingat a costof $i2,500in1926, and Chamber of Commerce.
fora generationbefor_that_hipshad Another,Capt.Edward F,Leonard,corn-
been calling here.The sizeoftheinst_lla-menderof_hobaseduringthelateSixties,
tiongrew in wartimeand contractedin spokewarmly of the specialrelationsl_ip
peaching.As recentlyas threeyears_,o thathad developedbetweentheNavy and
there were !7,000 sailors here; soon there Long Beach - partly h_cause of the
willbe none.The stationcloses_fficially.lh_iiities,which includednot,onlya ship-
on Sept= 80. yard but a supply center, a lmspital and a

This has happened beibre, in 1950, only wide array of shorvside services, but es-
to be reopened for the Korean and Viet- pecial]y because of the people. Long Beach,
ham wars, and again hu 1974, but only fur he said, was the best homeport in the
five years.Thistime,no one believesthat Navy.And so it, was.
i¢ will ever open again. It Js painful to end a relationship that,

iunc- tbr i_tter or tbr w_rse, goes back toThe Naval Shipyard continues to ' •
_ton, but will have to smwive the next earliest memories, shm.es a connection to _
round of base closings in 1995. Meantime, the sea and has ._tirred deep fc._li_gs. The
the shipyard will manage the property and Navat Station and Long Beach had that
the few remaining operations, such as the kind of relationship. But no longer.


