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Prou£n 

Badtgrcund 

MARE ISLAND REVISIONS TO DRAFT FINAL ONSHORE FIELO 
SAMPLING AND ANALYSIS PLAN 
[PCA 14740 SITE 20006347 H:BJ 

we '1ave reviewed the document titled Mars ISiand ValltJJO. Call"fOmfa, Revisions fill Oralt 
Flmrl Phase 1 Ecologle~I Risk Assessment Field Sampling and Analysia Plan Onsh1'1'tll 
Areas, dated June 2. 1997 and prepared by PRC Environmental Management. tnc;. ot San 
Francisco, California. This review is in response to ycur written work request clatll!d June 
10, 1997. 

Ganeral Cpmmgotf 

The HERD comment numbers referenced In 1he Specific comments are contained In e 
HERD ~emorand1.1m from James Polisini to Chip Gribble, dated May 12, 1997, nwiewing 
the Draft Final FSAP. 

1. The text has been changed to contain the agreed-upon use af the ambient soil :and 
sediment cancentratie>ns available (Section 2.2, page 14) in response to HERD 
comment number 4 In the May 29, 1997 HERO memorandum. Reference to s;oif 
ambient concentrations has been carrectty removed by etnlceout from the set tlf 
screening criteria in the associated table. Reference to the soh ambient 
concentrations should, however. be lneluded In the set of comparison values iL'\ the 
iable. This can be made in the final FSAP without delaying field sampling. 
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2. The text has been changed to include the basis for 1hs as&Urnptlan that the material in the 
dredge ponds i1 homogeneous in response to HERD cammant number 5 (Section 3. 3.3. p:aga 
21 ). Tr.a sacons portiOn of HERO comment number 6 was not .addressed. This eommant 
w:H it.at the FSAP be emended to indlc:ata that ttta chemical and phyalcar data from the 
dredge pond& will be tested to evaruaflil the assurnplion that the material is homogenous and 
pn::rvitfe an alternative plan If this crucial assumption proves false. We agree to consider an 
alternate course of aetion .and potential adclltlonal sampling should the dredge pond material 
prove not to be homogeneous. 

3. The tabla referencad in tl"&e text ta cantain the 'Wetland cover, l!R-t. and ER·M values (Table 
'i o, Sec:tion e.1. page 4 7) still acas not contain ttle ER·L and ER...J\ff vatues. This was notec:I in 
H.E':RO Gemmen& number 33. Jn aclditio", the CO?)' furnished for our revlaw doe& not co111tain 
Table S or Taibl• 9. These errors should be c:ormc:ted in the Final FSAP and need nok delay 
s~mpllng. 

4. Wu continue to disagree with 1he proposed &election proceas tor selec;tlon of contamir1ttnts of 
p:¥lan11a1 ecological eoncam (COPECs) (Section 6.1, pages 47 and 48). In addition to the 
ntJmber of contaminants which exceed the wetland cover or ER·L values, the selection of 
CC)PECs is depend&flt an 1) the specific eomam1nant Which exceeds the wetland cover or 
EFil-L values and 2) the margin by which a contaminant e.xcaeds the wetland ccver or ER-L 
value. This same comment wa1 made in HERD comment numar 34 with no apparent 
change in the text. We agree to await results of the sampling for selection of COPCs. This 
aoes not require delay offield sampllng. 

5. Calimmla 'Miter Quality Objec:tives (WQOs) (SGC'tion 6.1, page 48) were adclec:I to Ambient 
Witter Quality Criteria (AWQC) a ac:reeriing criteria in respc:mse tD HERD comment number 
37. The HERO proposal thlt toxicity data from the scientific literature or sit&-specific toxicity 
t®ts should be used to assess the potential thraat for contaminants for which there is no 
A\l\rQC or WQO was not added to the tenet. HERD Wiii implement this proc;eas when the 
onsthore ecological risk assessment is GUbmh&ed, These additional criteria should be added 
to•tlle Final FSAP. This does nat re.quite delav cf field sampling. 

6. ThEi text l'las not been amanded in response to HERD comment number 38 that Application Of 
th1a freshwuter AWQC fOr the west side RMZ must be supported by measurements of e&iflnity 
at sites in the west side RMZ. Sallnlly measurements will be required le> Justify seledlon of 
freshwater ot 1'71arine AWQC or WQO and it is o~r undersranttlng from dlSCUHicns at 'the May 
27, 1997 meeting that sallnlty wlll be meas1.1red. This does nat rBquire delay Of field sampling. 

7. Table 2 was changed In respcnse to part of HERO comment number 48. HQWever, no 
change was made In reapanee to tha statement that all Callfomra ba\'S are Callfomla species 
of special conc::em and that there should be an 'X' rather than an ••• in that column. Change 
tne entry In Table 2 in the Finml FSA.P. This does neat require delay of field umpllng, 

s. Th~re don not appear to have been any change In the text antj AppendiX A-4 in response 'la 
HeRO comment number 49 regarding the clecantamlnation procedure. The dec;ontaminatlon 
pracedure listed in the main cexc (Section 4.4, f:Ni9S 2.7) dOGGI not appear to agree with the 
decontamination procedure listed In the appendices (Appendix A-4). Eletertsive discussions 
between Navy contractors and reg"latory ~encies regarding deccntaminatJCJn o1 offshore 
sampling equipment between sampling cells anded witn HERO acceptance of the contractors 
proposal that steam cleaning betWeen sampling events .be used rather than a detergent. dilute 
mlnP.ral acid and solvent wash. The clesc:;riptlon of onshore deccntaminatlon procedures 
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(Sectlan 4.4, page& 27 through 29) now does not Include steam cleaning. Steam cleaning is 
Included as an altetnate to hand washin; for soil sampling eqLlipment In the separate 
decontamination secUon (Appendix A-4, Section 2.3, page 4 of S). Decontamination of 
general sampling equipment specifies solvent, and dilute aGid rinse (Appendix J:\-4, Section 
2.5, page S of 5). Pleas1; amend Section 4.4 and Appendix A4 so that they are correct and 
agree in the Final FSAP. This does not requira delay of field sampling. 

~uuslpng 

Several seotJans. 5hould be amended in the Final FSAP for anahore arus. The Specific 
in1orrr181ticn regarding the precfict:ive a&8S&&ment tor terresb'tal raceptora is not Included, buE tnis 
can b@ addrescad prior to development of the onahore ecologk=al riak assessmenl We would not 
normalay raeommand th st field sampling be performed until all HERO concerns regarding the 
evaruafion of the data are addressed in the FSAP. However, due to time constraints on the 
onshcr.s and offshore sampling at Mare Island, and tne as:suranc;es we have received from the 
Navy iind PRC Management that the speelrlc eoologlaal risk assessment Issues wlll be resolved In 
a c:oop1~ratlve manner, we agree that these ec:olagicsl risk assessment issues can be resolved 
after ~'mpllng Is completed. 

HERC Review: Michael Schum, Ph.D. 
Staff Toxicologist 
Human and Ecological Risk DiVisian 

c;c: Michael J. \Nade, Ph.D •• DABT, Senior Tc>deologiat, OMF Liaison, HERD 

Susan Gladstone, BTAG Member 
s:an Francisco Regtonal Water Quality Controt Soarct 
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'' Oakland, CA 94612 

Michael Martin, Ph.D., BTAG Member 
Department of Flah and Game 
20 Lower Ragsdale, Suite 1 oo 
Monterey. CA 93940 

Olarence Callahan, Ph.Cl., STAG Member 
U.S. EPA (H-9-3) 
75 Hawthorne street 
San Francisco, CA94105 

Laurie Sulllvan, STAG Member 
NOAA coastal Resources Coordinator 
cla U.S .. EPA (H-8-6) 
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