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'CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD Pho..:A,.,,Cod.,.s
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION 464-1255

11 JACKSON STREET,ROOM 6040
_I_AKLAND 94607

August 25, 1982

File No. 2189. 8009(SRR) tmh

Department of the Navy
Naval Air Station
Public Works Officer (Bldg. 566)
Moffett Field, CA 94035

Dear Sir :

Pursuant to the meeting between Steve Ritchie and Adam
Olivieri of our office and Lt. Comdr. Scott, Paul Prater,
and Ralph Helmers on July 28, 1982 and Mr. Ritchie's
subsequent telephone conversations with Maxwell Yao and
Jerry Arnold, we hereby request that you complete the
attached Mandatory Facility Questionnaire• Please submit
it tO this office in accord with the following time
schedule:

.°

Complete information on existing solvent storage
tanks/sumps - September 3, 1982_mW

Complete information on abandoned solvent storage
tanks/sumps - September 17, 1982

Complete information on all other storage tanks/
sumps as indicated on the questionnaire - October 15,
1982

This information must be submitted in this timely fashion
because of the contaminated ground water discovered on
your property by investigators for Fairchild Camera & .'
Instrument Company. It is imperative that all of the
sources of this material be identified so that appropriate
clean up measures can be initiated.

Verbal information we have received so far indicates that
you have two 2500 gallon non-vaulted waste solvent tanks
without corrosion protection which were placed in opera-
tion prior to January I, 1975. You will definitely be
required to implement a subsurface investigation to
determine if these units were or are leaking. In order
to make this determination, you may use the "General
Guidelines for Subsurface Investigation" which is attached
to the Questionnaire or you may submit in writing an
alternative investigation program. Your program must be
approved by me prior to its implementation,
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V
You should start preparing for this investigation now. We
expect you to be prepared to begin a subsurface investiga-
tion approved by me relative to waste solvents no later than
October i, 1982 with results of this investigation submitted
to us no later than October 29, 1982.

For your information a list of the EPA 129 priority pollutants
is attached. Generally, the halogenated oliphatics and the
monocyclic aromatics fall in the solvent category. Other
solvents which are not on this list include trichloroethylene,
methyl ethyl ketone, and xylene. There are many others.

If you have any questions regarding this, please contact
Steve Ritchie at (415) 464-4269.

Sincerely,

FRED H. DIERKER
Executive Officer

Enclosures

cc: Western Naval Engineering Command
Attn: Maxwell C. Yao Code 1142
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CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD I,ho..:.,.oCo,J..,s
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION _,125S ""5 ..._

j_ JXCKSONSTriCT.ROO__040 W
_KL, AND 94607

-- _4_%/DATORYFACILITY.QUESTIOL'_I:_IRE ....

TheCaliforniaRegionalWaterQualityControlBoard,San FranciscoBay
Region,is thepublicagencywith primaryresponsibilityto protectground
and surfacewaterqualitywithinthe San FranciscoBay-area..

Duringthe lastsix monthsthe RegionalBoard has becomeaware of numerous
subsurfaceleaksfrom s_T.psand subsurfacetankswhich have the potentialto
degradeand havedegradedgroundwatersupplies. Theseproblemshave been

.. broughtto theRegionalBoard'sattentionby industryas a resultof .....
voluntarysu_;eysof the contair_mentabilityof theirvariousfacilities.
At theirMarch17, 1982 meetingthe RegionalBoarddecided that "aprogram
shouldbe.impl_mentedto determinethe overallmagnitudeof this leakage
problem. '

v
The majorityof the problemsencounteredto date can be tracedto leaks,
from s_n_psused for wastewaterpretreatment,from subsurfacetanksstoring
chemicalwastesand non-wastematerialsar_ from auxilarypiping systems.
Materialsleakedfrom thesefacilitieshave migratedboth verticallyand
laterallyintoground_.,atersand, in samecases:haveadverselyimpacted
municipalgroundwatersupplies. °

i

Basedon theseproblemsand the necessityto protectgroundwatersfrcm
contaminationthe Regional-Boardbelievesthat the implementationof a
reasonabletestingprogr_ to detectpossibleleaks from s,_mpsand sub-
surfacetanksis necessary.%]_.eintentand benefitof this program is to
detectleaksat an earlystageto preventseriousgroundwaterdegradation
problemswhichare very difficultand costlyproblemsto mitigate. %:_ile
we realizethatthis programmay be an inconvenienceto you and, in same
cases,mny entailconsiderableexpense,we i_lievethat the benefitsto be

•derivedfrom thistestingprogramas describedabove"beara reasonable
relationshipto the costs.

This letter is belngsent to approximately1400 facilitiesan--]has been
sent to you as we believethatyour facilitymay containone or 11_reof the
previously,identificdpotential.%ourcesan<.]you are g___x]raphicallyin a
•area (seeattache1map) of groundwaerusage and concern. Therefore, pursuant
to Sc_tion13267(b)o[ the CaLifoL'niaWaterCcx.lewe requestyou to c_.mlplete
and suhnitthe attacl_t.w]questionn_Jirewhichwill dencril_any existingor
former::_l_[)s,sub._.uL'l'ncetanksor subsurfacepiping at your facil_ty. _he
answersto thisquestionnairewill be use<|to determineifandwi_enyou must
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implement a program to determine if the units described above are leaking
(except as provided in the next paragraph). Please submit this questionnaire
to the Regional Board by May 31, 1982. Rhe return of this questionnaire is
required and it must be signe-] ar_ returned even if you indicate "no" for

all responses in sections IV and V.

As described in the previousparagraph the responses to the questionnaire will Z
...... be used to determine if and when you will be required to implement a progre.m .....

0-_: .to determineif the unitsdescribedare leaking. We believe that certainunits .
whichhave a significantlygreaterpotentia!for developingleakscan n_ be
identified._erefore, if your responseto the questionnaireindicatesthat
your facilityhas or had eithera:

......... . non-vaultedburiedwastesolventtank withoutcorrosionprotection .......
•whichwas placedin operationprior to Januaryi, 1975;or

• concretesun_ intowhichsolventswere or are beingdischargedfor
thepurposeof storage,treat_T_ent,separationor disposal

you are n_w requirL_dto implementan investigationwhich will determineif
theseunitswereor are leaking. This requestis basedon the belieft_hat
thesetype of unitshave the greatestleak potential. The attached"General
•Guidelinesfor SubsurfaceInvestigation"may be used to make this determination
or you may su_it in writingan alternativeinvestigationprogramwhich must

-be approvedby me priorto its implementation.A finalreporton the results
of _he guidelineprogremor alternateprogramshallbe suhaittedby August
31, 1982• If this reportindicatesthatycu have or have had a leak of
hazardousmaterialsat your facilitywhichcould adverselyaffectwaterquality
you may be requestedto investigatetheextentof any problemcausedby t_heleak.

Unlessyou meet the criteriadescribedin the aboveprogramyou are respectively
requestednot to implementtheguidelineprogramat this time in order to
allo_._thosehigherrisksfacilitiesto impl_ent the program. You are requested
to retainthe attached"GeneralGuidelinesfor SubsurfaceInvestigation"which
may be the basisfor a leak detectionprogram. We will contactyou at a later
date to providefurtherinstructionson implementationof a leak detection ..
program. .

It is our intent to hold a public workshop to answer any technical questions
you n_ny have regarding this letter. _le date, time and place of this workshop
is indicated on an attachment. You and your consultant are invited to attend.

If you have any questions after that date please contact the Regional Board's
Toxic Division at (415) 464-1255.

Attach_ents: S1 __
i. 51npo£ Pro_r,%_Implementation Area FRED II.DIEP4U_R
2. Facility Questionnaire Executive Officer
3. Guidelines for Subsurface Investigation

• 4. l_or|.nhop Infornution



VI. For each item in IV and V abovepleaseprovidethe foll_;inginformation
•,• if kn_m, as an attacl_rnntto thisquestionnaire.

f ,i

• I. Size (gallons,cubic feet)

2. Constructionmaterialsof eachunit

3. Schematicof unit sh_,.;_n_l;distancefromgroundsurfaceto top and
bott_nlof unitand attachc_ piping.

o

4. Plot plan sho,.;inglocationef allunits and relevantbuildingz.

5. S[_.cific'c,m[x_r:it._onr,fll_terial.__;hichunit ho]dz. Use the most
recentcl_cmic._lAbstr;:ctSe£vice.l,'_,_teand numl._.L"(if kn_vn)or ch(:mica],na_
(not trnde n,me). ".

6. Year unit Jnsta]h:d,year unit placed _noperationand, if api)licnble,
removed.

7. If fl(x.;-throughtreat_rnntunit listdai]y VOIL_,_

8. Describeany corrosionprotectionprovidedto unit and pmtureof
monitoL'ingthis protcctien.

.; o

9. Descrihe_ly regularprocedure_use(]to determinethe integrityof the
unit and the results of these procedures.

10. Describeany repairsma_?.eto t!le_eunitswhich could be indicativeof "
sa_e failureof the unitsintegrity.

V
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ATTACHMENT 1 I MAP OF PROGRAM
IMPLEMENTATION AREA

REQUESTTO COMPLETEMANDATORY
FACILITYQUESTIONNAIRE

THE ABOVE IDENTIFIED ATTACHMENT IS NOT
AVAILABLE.

EXTENSIVE RESEARCH WAS PERFORMED BY
NAVFAC SOUTHWEST TO LOCATE THIS

ATTACHMENT. THIS PAGE HAS BEEN INSERTED
AS A PLACEHOLDER AND WILL BE REPLACED

SHOULD THE MISSING ITEM BE LOCATED.

QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO:

DIANE C. SILVA
RECORDS MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST

NAVAL FACILITIES ENGINEERING COMMAND
SOUTHWEST

1220 PACIFIC HIGHWAY
SAN DIEGO, CA 92132

TELEPHONE: (619) 532-3676
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ATTACHMENT2- FACILITYQUESTIONNAIRE

REQUEST TO COMPLETE MANDATORY
FACILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

THE ABOVE IDENTIFIED ATTACHMENT IS NOT
AVAILABLE.

EXTENSIVE RESEARCH WAS PERFORMED BY
NAVFAC SOUTHWEST TO LOCATE THIS

ATTACHMENT. THIS PAGE HAS BEEN INSERTED
AS A PLACEHOLDER AND WILL BE REPLACED

SHOULD THE MISSING ITEM BE LOCATED.

QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO:

DIANE C. SILVA
RECORDS MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST

NAVAL FACILITIES ENGINEERING COMMAND
SOUTHWEST

1220PACIFICHIGHWAY
SAN DIEGO, CA 92132

TELEPHONE: (619) 532-3676
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ATTACHMENT 3- GUIDELINES FOR
SUBSURFACE INVESTIGATION

REQUESTTO COMPLETEMANDATORY
FACILITYQUESTIONNAIRE

THE ABOVE IDENTIFIED ATTACHMENT IS NOT
AVAILABLE.

EXTENSIVE RESEARCH WAS PERFORMED BY
NAVFAC SOUTHWEST TO LOCATE THIS

ATTACHMENT. THIS PAGE HAS BEEN INSERTED
AS A PLACEHOLDER AND WILL BE REPLACED

SHOULD THE MISSING ITEM BE LOCATED.

QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO:

DIANE C. SILVA
RECORDS MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST

NAVAL FACILITIES ENGINEERING COMMAND
SOUTHWEST

1220 PACIFIC HIGHWAY
SAN DIEGO, CA 92132

TELEPHONE: (619) 532-3676
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ATTACHMENT4- WORKSHOPINFORMATION

REQUESTTO COMPLETEMANDATORY
FACILITYQUESTIONNAIRE

THE ABOVEIDENTIFIEDATTACHMENTIS NOT
AVAILABLE.

EXTENSIVE RESEARCH WAS PERFORMED BY
NAVFAC SOUTHWEST TO LOCATE THIS

ATTACHMENT. THIS PAGE HAS BEEN INSERTED
AS A PLACEHOLDER AND WILL BE REPLACED

SHOULD THE MISSING ITEM BE LOCATED.

QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO"

DIANE Ci SILVA
RECORDS MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST

NAVAL FACILITIES ENGINEERING COMMAND
SOUTHWEST

1220 PACIFIC HIGHWAY
SAN DIEGO, CA 92132

TELEPHONE: (619) 532-3676


