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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. Stephen Chao June 11, 199 2

West Div Engineer in Charge " File No. 21289.8009 [EA]
Department of the Navy

Western Division

Naval Facilities Engineering Command

900 Commodore Way, Bldg. 101

San Bruno, CA 94066-0720

Subject: Comments on Additional Tank and Sump Investigation Field Work Plan, Moffett
Field, California

Dear Mr. Chao:

The following comments are based on the review of the Additional Tank and Sump

Investigation Field Work Plan by the San Francisco Regional Water Quality Control Board
staff.

In general, clean-up goals for the San Francisco Bay Area should be defined by the "Tri-
Regional Board Staff Recommendations for Preliminary Evaluation and Investigation of

- Underground Tank Sites" dated August 1990. The use of LUFT guidelines for clean-up
levels is not appropriate for the San Francisco Bay basin where the groundwater
elevations are much higher than the rest of the state. The Tri- Regional document states
that the origin of the 100 ppm level for fuels in soil is to help determine if a significant
release has occured which would warrant further investigation. Clean-up levels within
this region generally require a non-detect for gasoline and diesel. These levels depend
on the detection limits of the analytic method utilized, but commonly translate into 1 ppm
for gasoline, 10 ppm for diesel and 1 ppm total volatile organic compounds in soil.
However, the clean-up levels are not rigid and should be determined by assessing the
potential impact of the residual soil contamination on the groundwater.

SPECIFIC COMMENTS:
'pg- 14 Is the on-board mobile laboratory used with the Geoprobe state certified?

pg- 11 Initial samples should be taken from the north side of Tank 53 in addition to the
other samples. Though the previous samples showed levels of BTEX lower than 100 ppm,
there is significant contamination in the vicinity and the groundwater gradient is to the
north towards the Bay.

pg- 19 The text states, "in general, soil samples for chemical analysis will be collected at
5-foot intervals". What would be the exceptions? Will these samples be analyzed on-site



or at an off-site laboratory? We recommend that all soil borings be sampled for chemical
analysis at a state certified laboratory at least every five feet, with modification allowed
to include contaminated areas or changes in lithology.

pg- 21 What method will be used to "screen" the groundwater samples taken with the
Geoprobe? ‘

pg. 24 The groundwater samples from monitor wells in the vicinity of tank 53 should
include analysis for BTEX, by EPA method 602, as well as VOC’s and TPH. The text
refers to using the presence of BTEX compounds in the groundwater to help place the
well W53-2(A1), yet BTEX is not included in the analytical parameters once the well is
installed.

If you have any questioﬁs or concerns, please feel to call me at the San Francisco Bay
Regional Water Quality Control Board at (510) 464-3980.

Eliz J. Adams
Project Manager

cc: Ms. Roberta Blank
EPA Region IX

Mr. Cyrus Shabahari
DTSC
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