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September 17, 2008

The Honorable Donald Winter
Secretary of tIle Navy
Department of Defense
1000 Navy Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20350

AR NOO296_001632

MOFFETT FIELD
SSIC NO. 5090.3.A

Dear Secretary Winter)

We write once again ahout the fate of historic Hangar One at former MoffeU Field Naval Air
Station (NAS) in California. Recall we contacted )'01.1 in June 2006 with our Jeep concerns about
the preservation of this heasured landmark (copy enclosed).

We applaud the Navy's decision not to demolish this national treasure. However) we agreo Witll tIte
Pello Alto Weekly Editorial: Navys HallStep on Htmgar One dated August 6) 2008) "...the idea of
leaving a sl~eletal remain is both repulsive and non-responsive to the intent of laws and regulations
covering base closures."

Our position on behalf of our mutual Bay Axea constituents is as follows:

of' The Na:vr is responsible for the remediation of environment.:11 hazards. The health
and well-being of our citizens must always be our priority.

./ The Navy should coo~erate with NASA to ensure that remediation and restoration
are efficiently achieved. This includes providing a schedule for the Navy's work.
Enclosed is a copy of Center Director Pete Worden's excellent column underscoring
NASA's willingness to worl~ with the Navy dated September 10, 2008 in the pello
Alto Daily News entitled, "NASA Aims to Restore Hangar One's Legacy."

./ Our constituents have overwhelmingly supported a re-skinning of Hangar One
during the public comment period, and it is critical that we do everything possible to
see that Hangar One is restored so that it remains an icon in the Bay Axea. Citizens
and community leaders alike have come together to support a re-sldnning and
remediation process that allows for a new covering for Hangar One.

./ The Hangar has proven to be tremendously versatile in use and we believe it will be .
again once cleaned and restored. It has been used by the Army and Navy since it was
first built in 1932 and was the site of open houses, air shows) and the home of
Moffett Field Historical Museum before it was closed. The Hangar is located within
the NASA Ames Research Center which has recently begun several exciting public
private partnerships with organizations such as Google and the University of
California, Santa Cntz. The potential uses in kee?ing with NASA Ames mission for
Hangar One are extensive, but can only be realized if the Hangar is fully restored.

We thank you for your attention to this critical matter and we lool~ forward to celebrating the rebirth
of this one of a kind historic treasure.

Sincerely,

PRINTED ON RE<;Y~LEO PAPER
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Dr. Pete Worden! NASA Ames Center Director
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June 161 2006

The Honor~le Donald C. Winter
.Secreta":ry ofthe Navy
Deparlment of Defense

'._.- --" :.. _- WOONfiVyPeiil:agon"" _.. '
~Mhm~~D.C.20350

Dea-r Seoretary 'Wintetl

We're writing to express our deep ~ollciem about the Navy's:&na1 Engineering Evaltul:l:io:olCost
Analysis (EE/CA) tor ilie histoLio I-:Inngar One at former Moffett Field Nll:V.J. Asx Station (NAB)
in CBlifomia.. Acoording to the BE!C~ the Na.yy·s :recommended acl:ion altem~:l:ive for
addressing the GllviromnenW·haza.rds 'presentecl.hy the sb;uoture is demolition ancl o~ite
disposal oI the entire 1u.i1ding. Demolition is.nof: the only. way 1:0 ~a.ke the rr~ar safe, a.nd
olu;osing demolition ovei·p,:eBerVa.ti.on woUld. 'show'gieit <Usl-eglU:d -h)1:··t'he HtUiRar's bisto~r, the
wishes ot the community, a.nd. the m.~dopportunities for reuse tha.t a. cleaned., restored Hangar
One will offer.

We believe thai: the Erotection of 'p'ubli.c health is ~uesi:iona1ly the tOPl'oorii:Y-. Only two of
the Na.vy's oleanup Iiltemawes' aCl.ih:ess -fhe.Hangar contamination·as II. whole, which is essen:1:ia1
to sa:feJlu!l.rd public heJth, and ll.I1. a.ai:i.on the Na.vy has promised to do. For these All:ea:ud:ives,
10 an.d 11, however, the N~ has na~ addressed how it will protect the publio .from exposure to
conmmma.tion during the cleanup. The risk of contam.ina.i.ion ana the com of prevent.i.D.g it
must be adclressed by whatever nlteL-na.iive is adopted: . .... . .

Tk selection of Il.ll altanla:l:ive must: also take into consiJ.e.r.a.tion '!:wo other criteria nametl in the
EE/CA.: Historic nrltigrlion and oommuni±y ac~tance. We believe -i:bm: choosing demolition

..-:...!l1"O~..d_ a.compl~le lack of consideraHon for hath./_ ..__...

Hangm: One has a. mecial pla.oe in the his~ory of the N~, the community, and. our oountry. It
is '!:he focal po~t oJ the United. Sta:l:es NAB Sunnwale .Historic Distrial:, which is lmed on the
National Regisl:er of Historic Places (NRHP), anJ is eligible far an NHRP clesignation.in its
OWll right. The Hangar exem.p'lifies early i:wentieth-oen.tuxy milita:ry e.nginae:cing and the
"Stre~e.Madame" style Ot Arl: Deco arclnteoture. It temnins one ~ -the two kriJesi:
shl.l.etures in the u.s. without intem.J. support:. It WaB revolutiol':ElXY in its time} fl.nd ohoosing
demolition would. comple-l;el.y ignore the Hangar's historicJ sig:oiHcance.

. .
The Hangar also has proven to be tremenJously versatile in use/ and. we helieve it will. he again
once oleaned llnd restored...It has been used by 11e Navy and the Anny since it was first huilt in
19321 And. has housed military offioes, xe.pair i'mclllervioe faC?ilitiesr and. ~-tech aircJ:n:&. Before
the discovery of coni-aminan:l:s forced its closure, i:he Hangar was used by the public for a growing
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variety of pw:poses, including open housesl aD: showsl and as ·!:he home of the Moffet!: Field
HirlonoalMuseum. The HanSar is loca:~ed within the NASA~es ReseBJ:ch Center, which has
recently hegun several e.."f.dl:ing publio-private pa....-f:ne.u;bi.ps vJith ol]aniza:l:i.ons such as Google and
the Univel'Si'ty of Calif-ornia.1 Santa Cruz. .

Poten:hal viable uses fo~' the Hangar are 8)..1ensive. There i~ one use that is currentlJr .being
considered tkt we bc:lieve bas oonsideJ.'a11e ment. The San Franoisoo Bay AxeD. wo~d li~a.tly
benefit from having a facilily that can 1e used as a focal point for disaster xeliet, In -the likely
event that. the Bay lu:ea experiences a cll:tasl:rophic disaste:r the Hangar would. .be om excelleni
facili:Ly tor conduoting em.ergency :response nne!- reoovery opexaiions. The Hanga.r would. E~ovide a
much-needed siorage ancl staging capclJility :for emergency oommodity disb:i1ui:i.o:n as well. as a
base of opemtions :fox 'UJ.'ban sea.rctt a.nd rescue activities.

The lack of a. oleanup ykl;l. hi1S.hinek~a planning for the &'tw.:e use of the Hangar. Its paS"~
vCl-aatillty is a finn indiclltor tha.t it bas the potential of once again becoming an asset not orily to
the people of the San Francisco Ba.y Axea but to all of us that wou111enefit from hav.bJ.g il robust
em.ergency .response capability on the west coas!:. '

--- '- - '''-Tli:e community belieVes deeplYin""'"l:1.eHangar'skiiffiJriC value ana-u:spote.ii:f:ia1.-for .reuss, aucl-tkey-'--'--,_.
have made their feel..uuls clear. BotJ;. the cities of Sunnyvale and MoUIJ±ain View have ~:tesBed :',
their support for 11e Jea1l.up 'and preserva.tion of the Hangar. Several local newspapers ~ve
pu11ished editorials in bor ofbpmg the H,angu, and members of. the community.have
organized themselves to tally to its cause. The EE/CA il:self names oomtnunity acceptance as tI.

required.criterill, and the commtmi.ty has .madeJ.t clear that demolition is .unacoe.pta11e.. ..

We believe d~1llolislung Hanga.r One would 1e a ttavesl:y, saving the Navy a s~all expen.ditu.re,
1ut oosting the oommunityr the Na.vy and the countIy ajtiece ot our history.aml many .
possibilities in'ow: future. We s~.l'01.-tAlternative 10, the fnll cleanup 'and preseJ:Vation of
Hangar Onel ,and. we 1elieve:!:he Han.gar is 'Worl:1. fox mote i~an the b.ds needed to save a.We
thank yot!. £-or your ai'tenuon to this imporl:ant matter an.cl-look forward to your timdy response.

Zoe Lcrfgren
Member of Congress/
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Member of Congress
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Mem1er of Congress'
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00: The Honorable BJ Pell~ Assist!Ul:l: Secretary. ~f i:b,e Navy} lnstallaiions ancl-l:he ·Envb:onm~t
General Simon "Pete" Worden/ NASA Junes Center Direol:o! .
Mr. RickWeissenbom., BRAe Environmental Cooxclina.tor/ Fomiar NAB Moffett Field
Mr..Ckmopher Cora, U.S. Environmental Proteetionl\.gency, ~ion IX
Mr. Step1.en D. Milzessel, Deptrl:y State Historic Pzeserw.tion Offi.Oer
Ms. Judy H1.1n.ng/ Regional'v.ater Ql1alli:y COJ;lhol Board/ San Fl'l1.ncisco Bay Region



PALO ALTO DAILY NEWS
Wednesday Sep 10

GUEST COLUMN: NASA aims to restore Hangar One's legacy
.

By S. Pete Worden / Special to the Daily News

Moffett Field's Hangar One is a one-of-a kind historic treasure, and NASA is committed to its
preservation.

Now 75 years old, this iconic landmark is showing its age. As a result of a 2003 inspection revealing
that PCBs and other contaminants are leaking from its metallic exterior, the facility has been closed for
the past five years. This year the U.S. Navy announced plans to remove all the contaminated siding
material from Hangar One, seal the structural frame and leave the hangar's framework and flooring
standing. However, its plans do not address the hangar's reskinning. At the Navy's recent public hearing
on Aug. 26, members of the community expressed overwhelming support for full restoration.

NASA Ames Research Cent~r assumed control of Moffett Field in the early 1990s. We agree it is in
NASA's and the community's interest to maintain the profile of Hangar One as a meaningful landmark
in the South Bay.

First and foremost, our goal at NASA Ames is the cleanup and restoration of Hangar One so that it no
longer poses an environmental and health risk and it c~n be used again. The Navy has agreed to proceed
with the cleanup activities. We are in the process of working with the Navy and seeking private partners
to collaborate and assist us in the restoration effort.

The next step is to determine how best to use this national resource in a manner that is compatible and
consistent with NASA's mission.

NASA Ames is exploring potential partnerships to support this worthwhile endeavor. The criteria for
determining development and use already exist within the charter of the NASA Research Park (NRP).
The NRP assists NASA Ames in fulfilling its obligations under the National Historic Preservation Act
with respect to Hangar One and all historic property that is part of the Shenandoah Plaza Historic
District at Moffett Field. This includes maintenance and preservation of historic buildings and assisting
in revitalization and local economic development efforts through reuse of historic buildings.

A close partnership with our local communities is key to a successful outcome for the re-use of Hangar
One. NASA values its relationship with our neighbors and recognizes the public trust associated with
sustaining not only Hangar One, but all of the Shenandoah Plaza Historic District. A significant number
of our 2,300 NASA Ames staff are your neighbors. Part of being a good neighbor is listening to what
you think. To start, we want to hear your ideas for viable, potential future uses of Hangar One that
ultimately enhance the community and NASA.

There's a special link on our Web site (www.nasa.gov/ames) to express your views. We will evaluate all
our options and share with you our plans as they evolve.



Earlier this year the National Trust for Historic Preservation named Hangar One to its 2008 list of
America's 11 Most Endangered Historic Places. Hangar One was a 20th century icon in our valley.
NASA Ames looks forward to working together with our neighbors and friends to restore Hangar One to
its former glory to malce it a 21st century icon and ultimately use this great facility in a manner we can
all be proud of.

S. Pete Worden is the director of NASA Ames Research Center, Moffett Field.


