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Reply to Altn of

Coreen Battany
Countyof SantaClara
Departmentof EnvironmentalHealth
HazardousMaterialsComplianceDivision
P.O. Box 28070
San Jose, CA 95159-8070

DearMs.Battany:

As requiredby PartVl. SectionB11-306.01(A)(1)(b)of the CountyHazardousMaterialsStoragePermit
Ordinance,thefollowinginformationisbeingreportedtoyourdepartment.

On Monday,December4, 1995,NASApersonnelobserveda releaseofdieselfuelatGate 14B(North
PerimeterRoad).Detailsofthespillandmeasurestakeninresponsetotheincidentaredescribedbelow
as theywerediscussedwithMs.ChristineMooreof yourdepartmentDecember4, 1995.

SPILL DESCRIPTION
Date/timeDiscovered: 12-4-95at 3:00pro;
DateCleanupbegan: 12-4-95;
Notifications: SantaClaraCountyHealthDepartment:4:00pm,

_, December4, 1995 Officeof EmergencyServices:# 01171;4:05pm
CliffCahee,RegionalWaterQualityControlBoard:4:05 pm
PettyOfficerSuyat,USCoastGuard:4:10pro,

Substance: DieselFuel;
Quantity: Fifty(50)gallons;
Location: Gate14B;
Cause: Fuelspilledfromlinesthathadbeendisconnectedfromthetank;
EnvironmentAffected:Soilandstormdrainagechannel;
Injuries: Noinjuriesorevacuations.

SPILL RESPONSE:
At3:00 pmon12-4-95NASAdiscovereda dieselspillatGate 14B(NorthPerimeterRoad). Thespill
originatedfromlinesconnectinga generatorto anabovegroundtank,whichhadbeendisconnectedto
servicethepumps.Approximately50 gallonsofdieselleakedontothebaserock. Thedieselmigrated
throughthebaserock.A quantityofthedieselenteredthestormdrainchannel,resultinginsurface
sheen.Approximatelyfourtenthsofa mileofthechannel(fromGate14BtoB191)wasimpacted.The
contaminatedwaterwassubsequentlypumpedfromB191totheadjacentchannel.

Basedon CliffCahee's(RWQCB)previousrequesttoplacespillresponseequipmentattheB191lift
stationinresponseto a spillfromTank105lastsummer,NASAAmesResearchCenterwasableto
respondquicklyto thethisspilltherebyminimizingtheimpact.

The followingis a detailedsequenceof events:
12-4-95
3:00 pm: NASApersonnelobservedan oily sheenon the water in the stormdrain channel. Upon

furtherinvestigationthe sourceof the sheenwas locatedat Gate 14B.
3:04 pm: Spill responsewas initiatedwhichincludedthe followingactions:

_m' • PumpslocatedinB191wereshutdownand lockedout.
• Theaffectedareaofthestormdrainchannelwasisolated.
• Boomsandpigmatswereinstalledincontaminatedareas.

4:00 pro: Appropriateagencynotificationsweremade.



4:00 pro: Soil samples were taken along the storm drain channel direc-llywest of Gate 14B. Excavation
of contaminaled base rock began.

4:15 pm: An oily sheen was found bubbling from an area directly east of Gale 14A, located at the east
end el North Patrol Road. This appeared to be from another source not related to the d_esel
spill. Booms were installed at this location.

5:15 pm: Water samples were taken at both Gate 14A and B191.

12-5 throuah 12-7-95
Spill response continued with the addition of vacuum removal of remaining sheen.

12-8-95
Spill response conlinued.
3:30 pro: Cliff Cahee from the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) inspected the spill

iocalion and Ihe area around Gate 14A. He felt lhe response action had been conducled
correctly, and made the following requests:

• Remove as much soil as possible from the oontaminated areas at Gate 148.
• Afler the comptellon of soil excavation place at least double layered booms across the
channel and Inspect them periodically until no further product is desorbing.
• Regarding Ihe sheen at Gale 14A, move the western boom closer to the affected area.
Mr. Cahee understood that this contamlnalion may be the resurl of former Navy or DFSP
operations, and has allowed time for an investigation of the situation.

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS:
Corrective aclions required based on this release are discussed below.

• ]-he spill response supplies at the B191 lift station have been replaced.
• Booms have been installed and will be inspected and replaced as required.
• Excavation ol contaminated soil will conlinue.

A final report will be Issued when all corrective actions have been completed.

Should you require additional infom'_tlon or have any questions regarding this incident, please call me at
(415) 604-3355.

Respectfully,

Sandy oIIrges
Environmental Program Manager

cc: Cliff Cahee, RWOCB
Bob Holston, SCCHD
Stephen Chao, Navy EFA West


