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Subject: Moffett Field: Guidance for the Dermal Exposure Route in Risk
Assessment
PCA Code 14740; Site Code: 200068-45;

At the meeting held on February 23, 1996, the issue of exposure parameters for the
dermal exposure pathway in the sitewide risk assessment for Moffett Field was discussed. It
was agreed that OSA would contact PRC Inc. regarding the dermal adherence factor. Today I
spoke with Theresa Lopez of PRC by telephone regarding the dermal exposure route. I
indicated that although reportedly the choice of a value of 1.0 or 0.2 mglcm2 for the dermal
adherence factor did not produce a large impact on risk or hazard values, that the State value
currently recommended by DTSC of 1.0 mg/cm2 should be utilized. I said that it is the Navy's
prerogative to present an alternative calculation utilizing a value of 0.2 mglcm2

, but that the
text, figures and tables should give at least "equal billing" to results obtained using the value of
1.0 mg/cm2

•

The fo:lovv;ng t'NO references ccnta!n DTSC guid~r!ce on risk assessment of dermal
exposure to contaminated soil:

California EPA, Department of Toxic Substances Control, Office of Science Advisor,
1992. Supplemental Guidance for Human Health Multimedia Risk Assessments of
Hazardous Waste Sites and Permitted Facilities.

California EPA, Department of Toxic Substances Control, Office of Science Advisor,
1994. P~inary Endangerment Assessment Guidance Manual.

Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to call us at (916) 327-2496.
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Reviewed by:

Deborah Oudiz Ph.D.~
Senior Toxicologist
Human and Ecological Risk Section

cc: John P. Christopher, Ph.D., DABT
Staff Toxicologist

Laura Valoppi, M.S..
Associate Toxicologist
Human and Ecological Risk Section

Stephen Chao
Department of the Navy
Engineering Field Activity, West
Naval Facilities Engineering Command
900 Commodore Drive, Bldg. 101
San Bruno, California 94066-2402

Michael D. Gill
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region IX, Mail Stop H-9-2
75 Hawthorn Street
Sail Francisco, Caiifornia 94105

Theresa K. Lopez
PRC Environmental Management, Inc.
1099 18th Street, Suite 1960
Denver, Colorado 80202

;;.


