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' MOFFETTFIELD
SSIC NO. 5090.3

Technica!,Historical,andEducationalCommittea
Moffeu FieldRestorationAdvisoryBoard
c/oJamesG.McC_uze
HardJ_ Lawson Associates
P.O.Box 6107
Novato,California94948

April22, 1996

27437 007

M_x.Stephen Chao
Department of the Navy
Engineerin8 Held ActiviW West
Naval Facill_ EngineeringComm-nd
90oCommodozeD_ve.Buildin8206
San Bruno, Ca_t'orr_a 94066-5006

Comment_

Draft Operate Unit 1 Record of Decision
Moff_s[tFederal Airfield

DearMr. Chao:

This letter presents comments from members of the Technical, Historical, and Educational {THE)
_, Committee of the Restoration Advisory Board [RAB]for Moffett Federal Airfield (Moffett Held.

formerlyNavalAir StationMoffettHeld). Thesecommentspertainto theMarch 7, 1996,Moffett
FederuIAL_eldDFuflOperaBleUnitIRe_ordofDed_Jon[OU1ROD).TheOU1RODcoverstheSite1
and Site 2 landfills.

First and foremost, members of the THECommittee were very concerned to learn at the April 11,
1996,RABmeetin_thatfundingto pen:nittherequiredcappingofthe OU1 landfills will notbe
availableintheFiscalYear 1997(TY97)budget It appearsfromyourpresentationto the RABthat
Moffett Field has received only approximatelyone-sixth of the Installation Restoration Program{IRP)
funding needed for FY 97 to maintain progresstoward the Navy's planned resolution of its
environmental liabilities at Moffett Held. In light of current congressional funding prioril_es,
members of the THECommittee believe that it may be um'ealisticto expect that such a shortfall will
be made up- In any event, it appears fromyour presentationthat the Navy will unilaterally postpone
capping of the OU1 _ for purely budgetary rea_ns, andfor an indefinRe period.

The issue of the re]_biltty of the Navy's commitment to clean up Moffett Field has been raised
numerotts limes bytheRAB. RAB membersunderstandthat fandin8ofNavyenvironmental
restoration workisdifferentfromfundingofenvironmentalworkby private pagdes andsubject to
some constraints not ant/rely within the Navy'sconl_L Nevertheless. atthisearlystage of the
process,thedenialof fund_n8forsobadc anduncontroversiala cleanupas lan_11 cappingcallsinto
questionnotonlytheNavy'sabilityandcommitmenttofulfillthetermsoftheOU1 ROD,butits
commitment to fulfil all of its other obligationsat Moffett Field as we]!. This serious problemmust
be addressed and the solution described in the ROD,or the credibility and community acceptance of
the RODmay be compromised.

A related comment concerns provision for the long-termoperalion and maintenance {O&M)of the
MoffettFieldstormdrainandsubdrainsystemandtheassociatedpump stationatBuilding191.The
RABhasheard the Navystateon numerousoccasionsthat the Navy'sabRityto providefor the long-
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term O&Mof this system was problemaRcal0although all parties agree that system operation is key to
thesuccessofMoffet_FieldremedialactionsforOU1 andforotherOUs.MembersoftheTHE
Commi_eebelievethat this issueissoimportantthat R shouldbespecificallyaddressedinthemain
bodyoftheROD andintheROD ExecutiveSummary,notjustintheResponsivenessSummary.The
newsthatfundingforthelandfillcapsisnotavailablereinforcesthisopinion.Ifcurrentfund£u8for
thecapsisunavailable,how canthecommunityhavecon._idencethatthenecessarylong-term
funding for the storm drainand subdrain system will be available?

ThemainbodyandExecuUveSummaryoftheOUt ROD shouldexplicitly statethatizdiologica]and
groundwatercharacterizationatSRe1,theRunwayLandfill,isincompleteandthatfurtherfield
studiesareplannedtoremedythisdeficiaucy.ThemainbodyoftheROD shouldalsodearly
describetheprocessbywHch thedatafromthesestudieswillbepublishedandthestepsavailableto
the public to commentonthenewdam,the interpretal;[onof the new data,andthe_rnplicationsofthe
new datafortheplannedremedyatSite1.Thisisnecessarytoproperlymemorializethepromises
madeto the public by theNavy andby stateandfederalregulatorsconcemi_ the zesolutionof
deficienciesin the Site 1 characterization.

Membersof the _ Committeeatevery concernedthai the draftOU1RODconveysthe incorrect
impressionthat all material issuesconcerningOU1remedyselectionhavebeenresolved. This is
definitely not the case.For example,oneof themostimportantassumptionsunderlying the selection
and desienof the Site1 remedy,the assumptionthat the Site l landfill hasnotseriously affected
underlyinggroundwater,remainsto be proven. The communitywaspromisedthat t.hisdeficiency
wouldbe addressed,andthe Navyhasproduceda workplan to dealwith thedeficiency. This work
plan andprovisionsto addressotherdeficienciesin OU1characterizationshouldbe explicitly
memorializedin the main bodyof the OU1RODsothat the RODproperlyconveysthe fact that the
Navy hasnotcompletedan adequatecharacterizationof OU1andhasobligations in addition to those
now describedin the_ bodyof the ROD.

Thankyou for the opportunityto submit commentson thedraftOU1 ROD. Membersof the RAB THE
CommitteewouldbehappytodiscussthesecommentswiththeNavyatthenextRAB meeting,orat
any other mutuallyagreeabletime.

Very truly yours,

"/_J_esG.McClure,Ph.D., P.E.
Chair, Moffett Field RAB THECommittee

JGM:SJ/GJ4$121.DO_Me.C

cc: Julia ,Anderson, Director, Federal Facilities CleanupOffice. EPA Region IX
Anthony Landis, Chief of Operations.Office of Mih't_ Facilities, California EPA,Department

of Toxic Substances Control
Loretta Barsamian, Executive Officer,CaliforniaRegional WaterQuality ControlBoard - San

Francisco Bay Region
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