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March 20, 1997

SandyOlliges
NASAAmes ResearchCenter
M/S 218-I Building218, Room205
MoffettField, California 94305-1000

Re: RevisedDraft RemovalAction Workplanfor Tank 1, Tank 5 and SB-4-2 and SB-4-6
(AOI4), datedDecember13, 1996

Dear Ms. Olliges,

TheU.S. EnvironmentalProtectionAgency(EPA)hasreceivedthesubjectdocumentand
provides the followingcomment. This documentconcludesthat "Alternative3 (Free Product
Removaland In Situ Bioremediation)represents the best alternative"for addressingTPH and
VOC contaminationat thesetankandsoil boring sites. The bioremediationprocessis described
as placingan "oxygenreleasingcompound"(ORC) into the monitoringwells. As describedin
a letter from EPA (dated January 15, 1997) regarding remediationof AOI8, the Navy has

" recentlycompleteda treatabilitystudyusingthe sametechnologyin the MoffettFieldSite5 area
"-/" and had little or no increasedbiodegradation. See the report entitled Site 5 Groundwater

TreatabilityStudyDraft TechnicalMemorandum,dated November18, 1996for more detailed
information. We wouldcautionNASAin the use of this technologybasedon the Navy results.
With similar constituentsand hydrogeology, the use of this technologywould probably be
equally ineffectiveat AOI4 (andAOI8).

If you have anyquestions,pleasecall us (E. Adamsat 415-744-2235or M. Gill at 415-
744-2385).

Sincerely,

Adams MichaelD. Gill
RPM - MEW Sites RPM - MoffettField

cc: StephenChao (Navy)
Tim Mower (PRC)(email)
MichaelRochette(RWQCB)
Peter Strauss(MHB)
DerekWhitworth(DTSC)
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