
° N00296.003133

__ MOFFETT FIELD

_ SSIC NO. 5090.3

April 4, 1998
_(7,":EPA File No. 2189.8009 (CJC) Petewilson

"-_' Commanding Officer Governor
SanFranciscoBay Engineering Field Activity, West
Regional Water

Naval Facilities Engineering Command
QualityControl
Board Attn: Mr. StephenChao

900 CommodoreDrive
2101 WebsterStreet San Bruno,CA 94066-2402Suite500
Oakland; CA 94612

(510)286-1255 Subject: Additional Investigation, Site 22, Draft Field Work Plan, Moffett FederalFAX(51o)2s6-1380
Airfield, March 4, 1998

Dear Mr. Chao:

The San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), in
conjunction with the Integrated Waste Management Board (IWMB), has reviewed the
subject report. Please incorporate the enclosed IWMB comments in the final work plan.
If you have any questions on these comments, please contact me at (510) 286-1035 or
Mr. Glenn Young at (916) 255-3830.

Sincerely,

C. Joseph Chou
Remedial Project Manager

Enclosure

CO:

Mr. Glenn Young
Integrated Waste Management Board
8800 Cal Center Drive
Sacramento, CA 95826

Mr. Michael D. Gill

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region IX, Mail Stop H-9-2
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105
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Ms. Sandy Olliges
,- _, Assistant Chief

" J Safety, Health and Environmental Services
National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Ames Research Center
Moffett Field, CA 94035-1000

Mr. James G. McClure, Ph.D.
Moffett Field !LAB,THE committee
c/o Harding Lawson Associates
90 Digital Drive
Novato, CA 94949-5704

Mr. Peter Strauss
PM Strauss & Associates

317 Rutledge Street
San Francisco, CA 94110
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PeterM. Rooney

Cal/EPA March 19, 1998 Secretaryfor
Environmental
Protection

California

Environmental /Protection Mr. JosephChou
Agency SanFrancisco•BayAreaRegionalWaterQuality

ControlBoard(RWQCB)
Integrated 2101WebsterStreet-Suite500
Waste

Oakland,CA 94612Management
Board

8800CalCenterDrive Subject: MoffetFederalAirfield,California,AdditionalInvestigation,Site
Sacramento, CA 95826 22, DraftFieldWorkPlan,March4, 1998
(916) 255-2200
www.ciwmb.ca.gov Dear Mr. Chou:

The CalifomiaIntegratedWasteManagementBoard(IWMB)appreciatesthe
opportunityto provideyou with inputforthe subjectreport. IWMBstaffhas
reviewedthe DraftAdditionalInvestigationSite 22 DraftField WorkPlan and
has the followingcomments:

"-" 3.2 Site22 Characterization

EPA's Guidanceregardinglimitedcharacterizationbasedon use of the
presumptiveremedyis primarilywithrespectto collectingsoiland groundwater
data to developrisk factors. The purposeof an intrusiveinvestigationof the
landfillis to obtaindataon the horizontalandverticalextentsof subsurfacewaste
toquantify engineeringestimatesfor clean-closure,consolidationand capping.
Intrusiveinvestigationalsoprovidesusefuldataon the actualwaste
characteristics,i.e. throughvisualobservationandair monitoring. It has been
IWMB's experiencethroughseverallandfillclosuresin California,that intrusive
investigationhas beenperformedprimarilyaspreconstructionactivitiespriorto
closureconstruction,i.e. capping. In CERCLAactionshowever,the datafrom
an intrusiveinvestigationcan be veryusefulin definingrealisticremedialoptions
duringthe FeasibilityStudy(FS)phase.

4.3 ExploratoryTrenching

In general,this sectionprovidesadequateproceduresfor conductingan instrusive
investigation.IWMBstaffsuggestthatconsiderationbe givento performing6-8
additionaltrenches(seeattacheddrawing)to "fill in the gaps", as the costof
mobilizationanddemobilizationofequipmentandpersonnelcanbe maximized
by expandingthe workscopeto collectas muchfielddataas possible. In other

; "_ wordsa backhoeandoperatorshouldbe ableto perform 16trenches(assuming25• J
ft longx 4 ft widex 6 ft deepor 400 linearfeet) andbackfillwithin a 3-4 day
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(._ period. Also,it is usuallymorecosteffectiveto rent equipment(includingan
operator)at a weeklyrate than a dailyrate. The goingweeklyrate for a backhoe
andbackhoeoperator(not in LEVELC) accordingto currentCALTRANs
equipmentrentalrates $1500-$2000/week.

5.4 Health& Safety

IWMBstaffrecommendthat thework crewsperformingtrenchinganddrilling
workbeginin LevelCand downgradeto LevelD basedon airmonitoringresults.
AlsoIWMBrecommendthat in additionto aphotoionizationdetector(PID)thata
combustiblegas indicator(CGI)be usedto monitorfor explosiveconditionsin
the trench.

IWMBstafflook forwardto workingwithyouragencyonthe implementationof
a remedialprojectat this site whichwill satisfyall applicableor relevantand
appropriaterequirements. IWMBstaffwould like to observetrenchingactivities
andrequestnotificationofthe start-dateandschedulefor work. If youhaveany
questionspleasefeel free to contactme at (916)255-3830.

Sincerely,

oung,
Remediation, Services
Permitting& EnforcementDivision
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