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Dear Mr. Weissenborn:

NASA has the following comments on the Draft Addendum to the Final Station-WideRemedial
Investigation Site 25, Former Naval Air Station Moffett Field, California.

General Comment

The Draft Addendum addresses the tidal marsh land use scenario. NASA agrees with this.
However, NASA also plans to manage some of Site 25 as a restored managed pond, which would
contain water year round, and support a fish population. While this pond would be open to tidal
waters in tile summer, through controlled tide gates, it would remain a diked pond in the winterto
provide flood control and storm water management. This Draft Addendum, as well as the follow-
on Feasibility Study Addendum, needs to also consider this managed pond habitat.

Specific Comments

p. ES-2 ContaminantFate andTransport. Add sentence at the end of this section to read:
However,the Navy remains responsible for addressing PCB sources in the surface soils at the
former Naval Air Station (NAS) Moffett Field, as identified by NASA in the Draft Report of
Findings, PCBs in Site Soils, PAI, December, 2004.

p. ES-3 Conclusions. The word "addendum" is used redundantly in the last sentenceof this
section.

p. 1 Section 1.1 paragraph 2. The primary purpose of the SouthBay Salt Pond Restoration
Project is to restore and enhance habitat for wildlife, especiallyfor endangered species, while
maintaining flood management, and optimizingpublic access and recreation. The sentence
should be reworded to reflect this priority.

p. 2 Section 1.2.1 paragraph 1. Last sentence should be reworded to read: In 1994, NASA
assumedcontrol of the former NAS Moffett Field, except for the militaryhousing.

p. 2 Section 1.2.1paragraph 3. The treated groundwater from WATS discharges into the
stormwater retention pond, which prevents it from completely drying out in the summer. A
descriptionof this discharge should be added to this paragraph.

p. 12Section 3.1 paragraph 2. After the Sultech reference add the following sentence: NASA has
recently identified surface soils containing PCBs as additional potential source of PCBs to Site 25
(PAl, 2004).
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Figure 4. Add PCBs in surface soil as identifiedin NASA Draft Report of Findings. Delete the
words "and sewer" from the label on the figure. Only the storm drain flows to Site 25. The
sanitary sewer flows to either the Sunnyvaleor the Palo Alto treatment plant.

p. 14 paragraph 3. Although it is correct that no other storm drainsflow to Site 25, some storm
water from Caltransand VTA does flow onto the east side of Moffett Field. The sentence should
be changed to specify Site 25, rather than using the more inclusive "facility".

p. 15 Section 3.2 paragraph 2. referenceFigure 8 --Sample location SBI-1 represents sediment
actually inside the storm water settling basin at the influent location, not sediment in the Eastern
Dike Marsh. Thus it should be removed from the data set, and from the Figures.

p. 25 Section 3.3.1line 13. SBI-1 is in the stormwatersettling basin, not next to it as the text
states. The text should be corrected. Following that sentence add a sentence to read: NASA
annually samples,removes, and properly disposesof sediment from the stormwater settling basin.

p. 32 Section 4.0 paragraph6. Add a sentenceat the end of this paragraph to read: However, the
Navy remainsresponsible for controland remediation of its sources of contamination to Site 25
that are on the former NAS Moffett Field.

p. 38 Section 5.1.3 paragraph 1 line 4. Change storm channels to stormwater channels.

p. 40 Section 5.2.1 paragraph 1 line 6. Change owner's to owners (There are 2 ownersof Site 25
- NASA and the Midpeninsula Regional OpenSpace District.

p. 47 Section6.1.1 paragraph 2. Please explain this paragraph.

p. C-1 Section 1.1paragraph 2. Wildlife habitat is the primary purpose of the SouthBay Salt
Pond RestorationProject. Change the wording to indicate this.

Table C-1.2 Rationalefor Selection or Exclusionof Exposure Pathway. Please use gender -
inclusive language to describe the recreationaluser',for example "his or her" instead of just "his".

p. C-10 Section2.1 and 2.2.1. Change storm channels to stormwater channels.

p. C-11 Section2.2.2.1. Change last sentence to read: The compounds that were identified as
contributing to the quantified risk values, commonJyreferred to as risk drivers, were metals,
DDT, andAroclors.

p. C-18 Section 3.1.1 paragraph 1. The first sentence, citing Section2.2.1, states that most of Site
25 was constructedon fill material. Section2.2.1 does not say that. What is the source of this
information? What was the source of the fill material?

p. C-23 Section 3.1.2 paragraph 4. Change "nondnnking" to "nonpotable".

p. C-33 Section 3.2.2.1 paragraph at top of page. Change second sentence to read: For the adult
and child recreationalreceptors, sediment ingestion rates of 100 and 200 milligrams per day were
assumed ......

p. C-62 Section5.3 paragraph 1 Last sentence. Please explain if the EPArecommendation is for
95 or 99 percent of the population.



p. C-62 Section 5.3 paragraph3 Last line. Change C2 to C1.

p. C-63 Section 6.1 line 1. Change chemical to chemicals.
.................................................................................. _ ...............................................

p. D-8 Eastern Diked Marsh.The stormwater settling basin Wasconstructed in 1991,not 1994 as
stated.

p. D-8 Midpeninsula Regional OpenSpace District. In line 1, change eastern to western. Delete
the sentence that reads: It is unknownat this time whether land use may change for the portions
of Site 25 owned by NASA; andreplace it with a sentence that reads: NASA has been
conducting a feasibility study to determine ff tidal marsh restoration is feasible while maintaining
flood control and stormwater management. NASAhas determined that it would be feasible to
restore a portion of Site 25 to tidal marsh, and to restore the remainder of the stormwater retention
pond to a managed pond that would contain water all year. It is NASA's intention to collaborate
with the South Bay Salt Pond RestorationProject to achieve these restoration objectives.

p. D-10 Section 2.2.1 last paragraph. Change "proximity of salt ponds" to proximity of former
Saltponds.

Figure D-1. Change Naval Aeronautics and Space Administration to National Aeronautics and
Space Administration.

p. D-76 Section 10.0bullet 2. Add "to" after"expected".

Thank you for the opportunity to review this document. If you have any questions, I can be
reached at 650-604-3355.

Sandy Olliges
Deputy Director, Safety, Environmental and Mission Assurance
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