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Santa Cruz man who died :POOLERS WANTED
in police shootout identified;aJPOOl~:~~;:e:~~wewm

II Authorities say Jose
Avalos had a criminal
record, but they do not
know why he shot
an officer

By David 1. Beck
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

SANTA CRUZ - The man
who shot a Santa Cruz police of
ficer Thursday night and was
then shot to death by police was
a parolee with a history of vio
lence. But investigators still do
not know the reason for the
shooting.

The dead man is Jose Avalos,
described by authorities as a for
eign national who lived in Santa
Cruz. Court records say he was
about 25 to 27.

Assistant District Attornl
Gary Brayton said Avalos "was
longtime gang member with I

extensive criminal history for 1

olence." He was convicted twi,
for assaults with a dead
weapon and was twice turnl

over to the Immigration and Nat
uralization Service after his re
lease from prison, Brayton said.

He was on parole for a 1998
assault charge at the time of the
shooting.

The man he shot, five-year po
lice veteran John Pursley, un
derwent surgery at Dominican
Hospital in Santa Cruz. Despite
his armored vest, the .45-caliber
bullet apparently entered his side
and exited through his back,
puncturing a lung. He is expected
to recover.

The district attorney's office
takes over shooting investiga
tions if officers are involved. But
Brayton said Friday that details
of the shootings were unclear, in
part because he had not been
able to interview Pursley.

The shootinl!s took olace in
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Contact Contra Costa Commute
8:1~ p.m. "~outin~ night, routil1:ernative Network for more information.
radIO traffiC," SaId Haebe, wh
heads. the investigations uni433-4499 Www.cccan.org
"We didn't know they were therE e..-c..-

"Then all of a sudden an office,d by the Transportation Fund for Clean Air :F.·.
gets on the radio: 'Priority traffic,ontra Costa Transportation Authonty :~
Shots fired. I'm hit in the back.'" a maximum of $40.00 per carpool member.:!," ..

Brayton said the officers hal
stopped two men in the alley am
~ere ap~roac~ing them when ,··-I!\..-...-e-a-d-y----------------,
figure stirred In the front seat a
a car he described as "practicall:
abandoned," parked in a dirt are;
across the alley from the L;
Playa Apartments, just ofe et • __:_ __ ne.
Leibrandt Street. alp - L4U.1..UI.Olu= - ue

What happened after that, i~_..
unclear. Pursley apparently ap
proached the car, with Bayani b
hind him and to the left, in a co
ering position. Brayton sai
Avalos opened the driver-sid
door and fired first.

and Bayani firec:==========; in return. Autops)- .....

~xpected to show ho,>,
; hit Avalos. An ex.) Ybars
f the car for shell cas· ~

j reveal how many d to succeedI
s fired, Brayton said) nee ·
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Restoration Advisory Board Meeting

The Department of the Navy (Navy) has partnered with environmental agencies and the
community to coordinate the environmental restoration and cleanup of Point Molate under the
Navy's Installation Restoration (IR) Program. The Point Molate Restoration Advisory
Board (RAB), which supports the IR Program, meets every other month. This meeting is
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC and is intended to provide an open forum for the community to
attend and participate in the IR Program at Point Malate.

Join us on Wednesday, August 7, 2002, at 7:00 PM at the Richmond City Library, Madeline
F. Whittlesey Community Room, 325 Civic Center Plaza, for the next RAB meeting.

The Point Molate RAB is currently accepting applications for new RAB members. Applications
are available at all RAB meetings, and can also be obtained from Mr. Don Gosney at
(510) 233-2060.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Marianna Potacka, BRAC Environmental
Coordinator, Southwest Division Naval Facilities Engineering Command, San Diego, CA, at
(619) 532-0941 or bye-mail at potackamk@efdsw.navfac.navv.rnil

For more information on the Navy's environmental program, please visit the Southwest Division
web site at http://www.efdsw.navfac.nayy.rniVenvironmentallenvhome.htm

We offer over 2,000 courses and 44
,end and evening courses than ever.
better educational value.
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