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Bay Inc.of SanDiego $250,000for hotspots" conducted by the All three industry groups attached to it," says Peterdischarging polluted wastew- EHC named National Steel & _ say they want to protect the Litrenta, a spokesman for the

Pollution ater into the City of San Shipbuilding Co., Southwest bay, but they areworried the Port Tenants Association.
Diego's sewersystem. Marine Inc., GeneralDynam- estuaryprogram will result in "They were worried that it

continuedfrompage4 . In 1994, Teledyne Inc. ics Corporation-Convair Di- more environmental regula- would resultJn another layer
Many of the companies in agreed to pay $500,000 to the vision, and Rohr Inc. -- all tion and increased business of bureaucracy.

the association have a history federal government for dis- members of the IEA eom- costs. "The members of my "This had absolutely
of incurring pollution viola- charging chromium-tainted panies with the highest po- association were reluctant to nothing to do with political
tions from the EPA. In 1987, wastewater from its San Diego tential cancer-causmg risks in receive federal money, because contributions, it never entered
the EPA fined Solar Turbines facility. A 1993 study on "toxic the region, it would probably have strings continued on pagd8
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continuedfrompage6 there how far the fish pop-
my mind/' he says. "There ulation has declined, and what
was no political gesture here. the overall health of the ma-
The members of my organi- rine life is. We need to moni-
zation that were opposed to tor these things in order to
this are the users on the bay, protect the bay in the future."
and on an eve ry day basis, Hunter continues, "In my

they are concerned with the experience, the Industrial En-

_ environmental health ;of the vironmental A_sociation and

bay." the PortsTenantsAssociation
Patty Krebs, executive di- are not groups who are inter;

rector of the Industrial Envi- ested in protecting the natu-
ronmental Association, als0 ral resources. They have

_ sayspoliticalcontributionsto blockedthenominationto
Wilson h'ad nothing to do serve their own interests."
with pulling San Diego's nom- Diane Takvorian, executive
ination. "This decision was director of the Environmen-

e 'made locally,' she says, adding tal Health Coalition, agrees.
that the nonprofit lEA can't "The National Estuary Pro-
donate to political campaigns, gram is one of the most main-

e "Of course, we want to stream approaches to plan-protect the bay, but we aren't ning for the health of the bay"
sure that we should proceed she says. "If we can't get busi-
with this approach right now:' nesses to agree to this type of

KrebSsays one of the prob- minimal planning which
lems with the estuary program doesn't even really improve
is that it fails to provide ade- the health of the bay-- I think
quate funds once the pollu- we have a.very dismal future
tion problems have been iden- ahead"
tiffed. "All the NEP gives us is Krebs says her group is
money for developing a corn- committed to environmental
prehensive plan. You get to the protection, and she is confi-
implementation phase, and dent that San Diego will de-
nobody addresses'where the velop some sort of compre-
money is going to come from. hensive plan. "We don't out-
Business would have to pick right opposethe program, we
up a portion of that," says just want io make certain that
Krebs. wehavethoroughlydiscussed

Guidelines also called for and understood what the ex-
the EPAto approve the final act arrangements are. Pro-
bay plan, Krebs says. The tecting the bay is definitely in
agency, she adds, "might re- the best interest of our com-
quire changes and this would panies;' she says.

:--- · --- -. ...... w me_a:_l_ss:of-locaLcomr._"? ..... _Accord.lng to EPA gui4e:
Krebs points out that the ' lines, the;':Nati6nal Estua/y

Unified Port District is already Program required consensus
trying to do much of this among dischargers, regulators,
same-planning in its 1992 Five agencies, and environmental-
YearAction Plan For a Clean ists in the development of a

San Diego Bay, which affects plan to restore the bay. The
50 percent of the lands sur- plan was supposed to offer so-
rounding the bay and about lutions to the most critical
70 percent of its water, problems now facing the bay,

But Hunter argues that the including storm water and ur-
five-year plan will not reach ban runoff pollution; public-
far enough. "We really need to health risks associated with
look. decades into the future swimming near storm drain

and plan for the bay. If we outlets; and the quality of bay
don't plan now, there is no seafood.
guarantee that there will be San Diego Bay is consid-
any resources left to plan for ered one of the nation's most
in the future." imperiled cofistalareas.Poilu-

Hunter suspects that the tion problems in San Diego

Starbucks, industry groffps didn't want include spills of fuel, contam-

to .disturb the status quo. inated bilge water, and other
"Right now there are 20 dif- waste from military opera-
ferent agencies responsible-for tions and chemicaldischarges

in overseeing different parts of from industry. Health officialsnow open the bay,' she says. "There is no warn that some fish have ele-
one who really knows how rated levels of mercuryand
much total pollution is out PCBS. ·
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