
July 31, 2014 

Ms. Pei-Fen Tamashiro 
Naval Weapons Station 
800 Seal Beach Boulevard 
CodeN45W 
Seal Beach, California 90740 

RE: 2013 - 2014 Annual Report 

BREITBURN 

Site Management Plan to Render Oil Island Unattractive to Wildlife 

Dear Ms. Tamashiro: 

In accordance with Section 5 of the Site Management Plan to Render Oil Island Unattractive to 
Wildlife ("Plan"), this letter is submitted to provide the 2013-2014 annual report summarizing 
the weekly surveillance activities undertaken at the site. The Inspection, Recordkeeping and 
Reporting activities are summarized below. 

Weekly Inspections 
BreitBurn operators conducted weekly inspections to monitor conditions at the site as set forth in 
the Plan, including the following: 

Date of inspection 
Level of water in the ponds 
Presence of wildlife 
Rotation or replacement of bird scaring devices 
Actions required & Action completion date 
Whether any sheen (oil/petroleum) is present on the water surrounding Oil Island 
Condition of the vegetation on the banks of the Oil Island 
Vegetation density 
Other comments 

A graph showing the weekly vegetation density levels, pond water levels and average number of 
wildlife spotted on the island is also attached (Attachment A). A copy of the inspections logs are 
attached (Attachment B). 

Wildlife 
Wildlife (average weekly nmnbers of individuals) were observed in the "pond areas" of the lease 
during this reporting period at about the same numbers as the past reporting period for 2012-
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2013. The total based on the average weekly count as noted from the inspections were 77 for the 
period July 2013 -June of2014 as compared to the 130, 180 and 76 for the periods 2010-2011, 
2011-2012 and 2012-2013, respectively. Small brown and black birds that appeared in small, 
darting flocks, doves, crows, hawks, rabbits and squirrels were the most common birds and 
ground fauna identified. (Note that for weekly log counting purposes, a default value of 10 birds 
was attributed to each small flock of small birds noted.) There were a variety of birds noted by 
the operators during their weekly inspections outside our perimeter fence. Most were along the 
perimeter berm, fence or on nearby vegetation. Rabbits and squirrels were observed during the 
operators' surveys this year in higher numbers than previously and were also recorded. 

Vegetation Control: As with the previous reporting period, activities were continued as 
necessary to keep weed and plant growth to a minimum. The BreitBurn operators maintain 
diligence in overall vegetation growth control activities. Due to drought-like conditions, the 
vegetation levels were much lower than in the previous year. None-the-less, any vegetation that 
did emerge was removed in accordance with our plan. 

Pond Water Control: The primary reason for lower average pond water levels during this 
reporting period was due to lack of rainfall as compared to the earlier seasons. The ponds were 
essentially empty for most of the year. The table below from the National Weather Service 
shows a noticeable decline in rainfall over the past four years in the Long Beach area data set. 
This reduced precipitation likely caused or contributed to the decrease in the level of average 
wildlife and vegetation observed during this past year as well. 

-- - --------- - - - - - -

NWS Yearly Precipitation Data So. CA 
-- - -- --- --------- - --- ------------------ -- --- - -- - - - - _J 

WY 2010 (in.) WY 2011 (in.) WY 2012 (in.) WY 2013 (in.) 

Santa Maria 15.61 23.52 9.64 6.21 

Santa Barbara 20.81 28.63 11.77 9.39 

Downtown LA 16.36 20.19 8.7 5.93 

LAX (El Segundo) 12.43 17.86 7.6 6.92 

Oxnard 15.95 22.26 9.75 5.18 

Long Beach 15.66 18.79 7.59 6.70 

Ojai 22.13 26.49 10.33 9.43 

Santa Ana 15.76 19.17 10.08 4.64 

Bird Repel/er Devices 
Bird repeller devices were not replaceclJreplenished during the 2013 -2014 period. The coyote 
model was rotated during the year. The tape/streamers seem to be somewhat effective and the 
other bird repeller devices appear to be only minimally effective. Unfortmmtely, due to the 

BreitBurn Management Company, LLC 
5i :5 South Flower Street 48 floor Los Angelesi California 90071 Fl hone (213) 225·5900 Fax (2'13) 225"59'16 



Ms. Pei-Fen Tamashiro 
July 31, 2014 

Oil Island Annual Report 
Page 3 

frequent windy conditions, the tapes/streamers do not last long as they are shredded in the wind. 
However, the use of these devices will continue and the devices rotated as appropriate. If the 
next year finds increased rainfall and vegetation causing an increase in wildlife activity, the 
purchase of additional repeller devices will be reviewed. No devices utilizing ultrasound/noise 
or lights will be used at this location to ensure that wildlife is not disturbed in the adjacent 
locations. 

Summary 
Current actions as specified in Site Management Plan to Render Oil Island Unattractive to 
Wildlife continue to make the island unattractive to wildlife. Reduced bird activity on the island 
was observed and pond water levels were essentially at zero due to lack of rainfall. Continued 
efforts will be made to manage vegetation and pond water level control as necessary. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or if you require additional infonnation. 

Very truly yours, 

Martha L. Brock 
EH&S Manager 

BreitBurn Management Company, LLC 
515 South Flov1er Street 48-111 floor LO$ An~1:e!es, California 9007'1 Phone- (213) 225 .. fi900 Fax (2·13) 225~5916 
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Attachment A 

2013-2014 Weekly Inspections 
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Wildlife encountered inside the property consisted mainy of small black 

birds, small brown birds, doves, crows, hawks, rabbits and squirrels. 
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