S3.F. Plans to Use
T-easure Island Brig
As Women's Jail

By Clarence Johnson
Chronicle Stafy Writer

The city of San Francisco is poised to take over
Treasure Island from the Navy and use the brig there
to house female prisoners from the overcrowded
county jail, Mayor Willie Brown said yesterday.

The Navy is expected to abandon its Treasure Is-
land detention facility in July, and inmates probably
will be transported there before the end of summer,
_ the mayor said at his semi-monthly news conference.

“The brig there is available, and it's perfect,” he
said. “It has the rehabilitation facilities ... and it’s

safe and secure. Our sheriff is salivating at the chance .
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of getting it — and I think we will.”

The only issue standing in the

way, the mayor said, is the installa-

tion of extra toilets and fencing to

" bring the Navy facility into line
with state detention standards.

The two-story, $7 million brig

was built two years ago to house. -

140 inmates and is considered
state-of-the-art. It has three wings,
each with an outdoor exercise
yard, as well as security windows,
a central control room to regulate
door locks and a video monitoring
_system inside and out. = -

The idea of using it for city pris-
oners was broached by candidate
Art Conger during his unsuccess-
ful bid to unseat Sheriff Michael

Hennessey in November. Hennes- 903, !
--Naturalization Service proposed to

. use the same facility to detain ille-
‘gal immigrants.
Prison Rights Group‘s Critical .

- Representatives of prisoners
" rights groups said yesterday that

sey has since embraced the noticn

and now wants to expand the brig
. to accommodate about 220 women

serving time at San Bruno Jail No.
3- . - . vk 7
The San Bruno Jail, notorious
for its plumbing and electrical
problems, has about 600 inmates,
50 more than capacity.

San Francisco would have to

' spend as much as $2 million to

make the brig suitable for civilian
use. Operating the facility would
cost another $3 million annually.
‘The brig would be used only for

minimum- and medium:security

risk inmates.

For Hennessey and the city,
bracing to battle a federal lawsuit
over dangerously overcrowded
conditions at the county jail, the
possibility of using the brig could
not have come at a better time.

Longtime Problem
The 60-year-old county jail has

been an ongoing nightmare for the

city, which sought bond measures
in 1992 and 1994 to demolish it and
build a new one. Both measures
failed to get the required two-
thirds vote.

The population at the jail
zoomed to a record 750 inmates in
1994, costing the city $2.5 million
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‘The brig doesn’t

_solve all of our

problems, but it sure
helps give us half of

a solution’
— SHERIFF MICHAEL HENNESSEY

for being out of compliance with a

. federal court order against over-

crowding.
;. “The brig doesn’t solve all of
our problems, but it sure helps
give us half of a solution,” said
Hennessey. “It’s a very nice, mod-
ern jail.”

In 1993, the Immigration and

they are not pleased with the new
plan.

“Any time inmates are hard to

.reach, that’s a concern for us,” said

Laura Magnani of the American
Friends Services Committee. “It
will be more difficult for families
to visit, for attorneys to have ac-

.cess and to know that the place is
" being kept like it is supposed to
be"’ .

" To supplement public transit,
Hennessey is proposing using bus-
es to shuttle family and friends of
inmates to and from the island on
weekends. :

But Magnani is not favorably

- impressed with the idea of shuttle

buses because, she said, visitors
usually come more often than Sat-
urdays and Sundays.

“A lot of people won't be able to
visit during the week,” she said.
“It’s also a concern that some peo-
ple may not be able to meet the
schedules for the shuttle buses.
How often are they going to run?
Once or twice a day?”
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