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1939's 'Magic City' 
spins development' 
fantasies onshore 

BJICarlN~ 
~~ 

·To another generatlcm, 'J'rea. 
sure lsl&Dd was '"l'be 1lagie atr: a 
world's tairthatspartledfcrafew 
months like a mUlticolored jewel 
m the middle of Sm Frml:iscO 
Bay, and then turned into a NaY)' 
Due, painted gray and dosed ~ 

, ....... t~ub!ic. . 

'- •• ~ow the world has turned fuJI 
.:±rcle. and San FranciscO is about 
tO get the plaCe back. It is an islaDd 
mllllicipal dreamS are made of. . 

"'Jt 1s an mc:redlhle opportunlt7 
fer the dty," sald Gloria Boot. a 
professional plal1Der and the 
tb.airwaDWl of a citizen's c:ommU
tee that is plaDniDg '1Teasllre IJ. 
i.and's futare. "'t could be some
thing fantaStiC.. 

Treasure Island Is 403 acres of. 
artifidal island that the Navy .. 
ieaving next year. It b now a self. 
containedsmalltown.wfthapopDo 
J.aticD of about 2,fm and faCillUel 
thlt range from a small boat mari
na to 1103 apartment Witts to a JaB.. 

It has a colorfulldstmy u the 
srte of the 1939 and '40 Golden Gate 
I.oten~~tilmll eJpOS1tloD. a $50 mfl. 
llan e%U'Iftgaml c:allillg Itself 
""lbe Pageant of the PadfJC" that 
drew 10 mlllioii vb1Un on the eve 
c! World Warn. 

h also c:omes with mmt of ad
ie" · Yerba BueDA Js1aDd. a v= 10ft of place that is smack 
!:l the mlddle of the Bay Bridge. 

U the Nny and the Depart
ment of BouliJlg and Urban DeYeJ. 
t'tlm!nt appron of the dty's plaDI 
fD:- them, "both Islands will be 
nuRJEi PaoeA4Col.l 

. . ·~·;r 

Aworbr 
moved a 

statue dating 
. frorntM 

1939T...asuN 
bland world'.a 
fair into

storage. 
Thebuildint 
at r.ar once 
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seaplanes and 
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. S.F. Spies l)evelopment Riches as NaVY Leaves Treasure Island 
FromPa~eAl 

tu:rne(r · over to Sm Francisco 
pieeemeal, starting perhaps in the 
fall of nat year. Root's Cltize!IJ 
Reuse Committee is working on 
the plm. lUting through Ideas lite 
chlldren m a candy store. Some 
proposals under dJscu&sion: 

• A theme park. wtth enter· 
tllnment eentm that could draw 
5 mllllon visitors a year. 

• A goU eounte. 
• Restaurants. &bops and ho-

tetl. . 

• A school for firefighters. 
, • A conference center. 

• A ceremonial mayor's UIJUI
IioD on Yerba Buena lsland. 

• A women's prison. 
• A major fUm set turning out 

Hollywood pictures aud making 
money fer the city. 

• Facilltles fer the homeless, 
Including schools, training and 
perhaps housing. 

8 Another world's fair, only 
bigger and better. 

• Fleets of fast ferry boats be-

1 ween Treasure Island and dUel of Naval Station Treasure Island. is 
lxt~und the bay. projecting a cleanup by the year 

• All of the above. 2001. ln the meantime, the Navy 
The Ideas for Treasure Island would like to turn over buildings 

r.nd Yerba Buena. "could be a lot u soon u they are vacant. ofiering 
t f fun." lllld Larry Florin. director~ the base piecemeaL 
tf projects tor the city's Redevel- The city already hu two bulld· 
c pment Agency, a body not U1uaJ. • bigs It is leumg for the Navy, both 

fer movies. erltiOJI" to providers of services 
tor the homeless. A group of home-

1 less are providen, Cllled the 
' Trwure lsland Homeless DeveJ. 

opment lnlt1attve - ne.Die for 

CBS has built nn apartment 
where the cop charllcter lives, a p
parently on the edge of San Fnn
dsco'a Chinatown. There is a back· 
drop of the view from the apart· 
ment that matches the clty'a Uy· 
line euctly, one by d~y and one by 

l.r given to tll.kabout fan. , • • ------------------------

lhcm-ts part of the citizen's com
mittee. '"lbey are legally part of 
the process. n aid norm. '"l'hey 
are onboud." 

lands are quiet places, llte small 
Navy towns with SUIDIIing Vlews of 
the big city just across the water. 
There is a bowling center, quiet 
residential neighborhoods - en
llsted families on Treasure Wand. 
officers on Verba Buena -and 
movies on Friday and SaturdJy 
nights. Jt is eight minuteS by car 
from the island to downtOWn San 
Francisco. !DIItr letloiiiOII .. If ProJect 

The Clliwl's Reuse Committee 
1: dra1Ving up a plan for the two 
blands that lt intends to submit to 
1.' ayor Wlllle Brown and the Board 
o' Supervisors by July. U they ap
p -ove, the plan goes to HUD a.nd 
U en to the Navy. U both sign off, 
U e city gets Treasure Island to ad
~ inister as a sor1 of super redeveJ. 
opment project. designed to be de
\'' loped by the private sector a.nd 
Ill' y taxes to the city. 

It would be the city's biggest. 
Sll ~h project In years and probably 
II! most ambitious. The Navy must 
ell an up pollution on the Island; It 
is . tot allowed to leave contaminat· 
ed property behlod. Captain 
L}":me Hanel, commanding officer 

'It is an incredible opportunity for the city. 
It could be something fantastic' 

hn Slu tl. Dnelo!•llf 

Derpite the euphor1a. there is a 
down dde to Treasure Island. Built 
from fJll dredged up from the bay 
bottam ltarting in 1.937, the bland 

"'t's a great plaee. with a sense 
of community here I really like," 
aJd Captain Hanel 

to film companies. Building 2. once 
the Hall of Transportation at the 
11J39.40 falr, is leued to CBS, whfeh 
uses It u a sound stage fer the tele
vision series "Nash Bridges," star· 
ringDonJohnsonuaSanFranc:fs. 
co cop. 'lbe show goes on the air 
later this month. 

Building 2 also was used as a 
sound atage for the 1995 film 
"Copycat" about a serial tiller. The 
building is unUSU&l - tor one 
thlllg, it has an SO-foot ceiling be
cause It wu designed u an air· 
plane hangar for the famous China 
Clipper seaplanes. Now It's Ideal 

- G~RL\ ROOT, URJIAN PLANNER 

nlghl has alelsmlc problem. · 
Nearby Building 100 has been 

ren~ to a production company· 
making the Eddie Murphy film. 
"Metro." Both of these projects 
bring m money: S30.1XX> a month 
for Building 2, $15,CXXJ for Building 
ISO. 

It is llllTDUDded by a aeawail, 
but c:onsultants haTe told the c:om
m.tttee that the seawall could be 
breached Jn a ma)or earthquake. 
Opening the Jsland to the water in 
a process called 1aleral spread. In 
addition. certain pms of the is-
land, mostly on the north end, are 
subject to liquefaction, whfeh 
means soil turns to mnd m a big 

Clvillan v1s1tors are allowed at 
the Treasure Island museum. open 
every day staning at 10 a.m.. but 
civilian~ are not encouraged to 
roam either island. Both are tech·· 
Jlically ''restricted areas." 

The weeker.d before last. May. 
or Willie Brown got an esconed 
tour from Captain Hanel. and ap
parently liked what he saw. espe-
11ally the classic 1.900 Nimitz 
House, on Yerba Buena, now the 
official residP.nce o! the Bay Area's 
commanding Navy Admiral 
Brown is Interested in the 
8,0()0.square-foot mansion as a cer· 
emoDial ofiic:ial residence for the 
mayor, where visiting VIPs would 
be housed a.nd entertained. 

The Navy is the landlord. but 
the city acts as agent. so in a sense, 
the dty already has a working ar
rangement at 'J're".Sw·e Island. 

Under the Stew:u1 B. ldcKID
ney Homeless Assistance Act. the 
reuse plan must give "due consfd. 

quake. . 

The CBIISeWIY that c:onnects 
Yerba Buena and 'Ireuure islands 
also needs wort to bring it up to 
current semme swuianls. 

This wort, consultants say, em 
be done for about m mfWOD- a 
relatively small priee for an bland 
llte this. "EEghteen m!Won." safd 
Root expansively, "is JIOthing." 

The other problem is access to 
the Islands. Yerba Buena is in the 
center of one of the world'• busiest 
bridges. The number of vebicles 
through the tmmel every working 
day now stands at 250.QXI, whfch 
puts Verba Buena ill the record 
boobu the Jsland with the largest 
transient populatioaln the world. 

But there is only one on-tamp 
m each direction. each With tight 
turns. leading into t:ra!f1e barrel
Ing along at freeway speed. It is a 
prospect not fer the faint of heart. 

The planners hope to solve this 
the way another generation solved 
It - with a lleet of fe_rrybom. . 

A Vanishlnp T!'!l!t!!lfity · r 
In the meantime. the two fs. 1: 

The Nimitz Bouse 1s pan of the 
Navy's past -an important part o! 
the region's history. Navy person
nel from the !rigate Portsmouth 
were the first to raise the Stars and 
Stripes over San Francisco 150 
yean ago this July. 

Now that Navy presence is 
coming to an end. The two islands 
are just a part of the Navy's with· 
drawal from the Bay Area. Alame
da Naval Air Station. Oak Knoll 
Naval Hospital m Oakland and 
Mare Island In Vallejo, one o! the 
country's oldest Navy bases, are all 
closing. 

'"l'here is a certain sadn~ at 
leaving," Captain Hanel said. "But 
time marclles on." 


