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ISLAND, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Dear Ms. Landers:

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) has received and completed a
review of your letter regarding the establishment of an ambient soil dioxin level for
Naval Station Treasure Island (NSTI), dated September 30, 2004. In your letter you
proposed the establishment of an 2,3,7,8-Tetrachlorodibenzo-p-Dioxin (TCDD) toxicity
equivalents (dioxin TEO) ambient level of 12 parts per trillion (ppt) based on the 2000
U.S. EPA nationwide study of ambient dioxin levels in soil as well as the al'Dbient dioxin
TEQ that OTSC previously established at the Tourtelot Cleanup Project in Benicia,
California.

In addition to reviewing the U.S. EPA nationwide study and consulting with the
managers responsible for overseeing the Tourtelot project, we also consulted with our
Human and Ecological Risk Division (HERD) and State Hazardous Materials Laboratory
(HML) staff who have extensive expertise in evaluating the risks associated with
diOXins. Based on input from both HERD and HML staff, DTSC believes that the Navy's
proposed ambient dioxin TEQ value of 12 ppt is acceptable but with the understanding
that it will be used only as a screening value for soil. DTSC also wants to make clear
that the establishment of a dioxin ambient level does not obviate the need to develop
risk assessments that include a calculation of risk that is based on all of the
constituents present at a specified site, regardless of whether they exceed the US EPA
Preliminary Remediation Goals or any other previously agreed upon screening values.
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If you should have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at (510) 540­
3763.

Sincerely,

David Rist
Hazardous Substances Scientist
Office of Military Facilities

cc: Ms. Patti Collins (SFO·8-2)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, California 94105

Mr. Alan Friedman
California Regional Water Quality Control Board
1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400
Oakland, California 94612

Mr. Jack Sylvan
Treasure Island Development Authority
410 Avenue of Palms
Treasure Island
San Francisco, California 94130

Mr. Gary R. Foote
Geomatrix Consultants
2101 Webster Street, 1ih Floor
Oakland, California 94612

Mr. Phil Burke
CH2M HILL
155 Grand Avenue, Suite 1000
Oakland, California 94612
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