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ofpomp and circumstance
despite persistent rain,
gave Obama a chance to
celebrate a political victory
after going to Seoul last
November to annOW1ce a
free- trade pact with Lee ­
only to stand with his ally
empty-handeq because
their negotiators had been
unable to finish the deal.

For Obanla, it was a
rare bipartisan achieve­
ment amid political grid­
lock over his jobs agenda
heading into his re-elec­
tion can1paign, and the
president promoted it as
proofofhisability to
wprk with the opposition.

"This trade deal, this
Korea free trade act,
shows we 'lfe happy to
work with Republicans
where they are willing to
put politics behind the
interests of the American
people," Obama said.

Lawmakers gave Lee a
rousing reception later as
he became the first Kore­
an president in 13 years to
address ajoint meeting of
Congress.

Speaking to an audi­
ence wearing headsets to
hear the translation ofhis
speech delivered in Kore­
an language, Lee de­
scribed the u.S.-South
Korean alliance as one
forged in the blood of the
1950-53 Korean War and
sustained by a shared
beliefin economic and
political freedom.

On Thursday evening,
Lee was to attend a state
dinner at the White
House, the Obama ad­
ministration's fifth such
gala. The night before,
Obama entertained Lee in
a less formal selting,
taking him to eat at an
upscale Korean restau­
rant in Virginia.
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A temporary restraining
order obtained by Scott Dek­
raai's stepfather in 2007 !,aid
that Dekraai attacked him that
year, leav,ing him with cuts
and bruises' on his face and
right arm. It said Dekraai's
son witnessed the attack.

Detroit, the center ofthe
US: auto industry, to tour
a General'Motors plant.
••' .Lee said the trade deal,
T)yjli~requires approval
. frQ1U~uth Korea's leg­
,lslatlir,e, "will mark a turn­
mgpomt in the enduring

:'alliance between our two
nations" and called it "a
historic achievement that
~ become a significant
milestone."

It is America's biggest
free-trade. agreement
since the 1994 North
American Free Trade
Agreement with Canada
and Mexico. The pact will
elevate the U.S. -South
Korean alliance, tradi-

by their
mmunist·
Korea,
'0 U.S.
1South
rent.
t,which
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began officially Thursday
J:Iloming with a South
.Lawn arrival ceremony full
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',~cott j)~iffa,jj p~4 a:'ir~ubled
1lpbringing "f'<;I~appledwith
'niental il1D.ess. ," ' .,
: Michelle Dekraai'wrote in

,the court fiUrig that her ex­
jhusband hadbe'en physically
~~usi.ve t{) her duripg their.
marnage, and that In 2008 he
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American automakers."
Obama is sched~iei:lto

take Lee with him!8!i,~yto

support 70,000 job~,

J. Sco~t Applewhite I Asscicia~ed Press

President Obama and South Korean preside;fL~e
Myung-bak are welcomed by schoolchildren,.'",
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DIPLOMACY

Obama touts trade
deal as he greets
South Korea leader

bu a re a lVe 0 co e aaf -t¥e"frson'cOn ue 0 rage. runnllW e a.sy.uITIc'., , (:,
said Michelle told her that he Michelle Foun\!.er Dekraai, Sharyn White,' "', step-aunt ,I,
had walked into the Meritage wrote in the court papers that of SC{)U pekrai\i.'and' a ftieD:d .~
Salon as recently as two her ex-husband was "almost of Mlcl1ille's; '~:iid:Michelle:'
months ago and threatened to manic when it comes to de- pr,eYlously told her thai s'coU
kill Michelle and her co-work- manding absolute right to ha'd walked into'thesalon ;,nd
ers. control our son and make threatened 'to kill !11~ ex·wife '

Police say Scott Dekraai unilateral decisions." and pth<if~,'~(t~'s~idtBat"
opened fire Wednesday after- She wrote that giving Scott according,t{) lY1ichelle, .her
noon ill the salon, where his Dekraai more custody of their' ,colleagues'anfl~e ;:~-stqmers
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ally in a \vorld in flux.
Atajoint newsc.onfer­

ence with South Korean
President Lee Myung-

WASHINGTON - bak, Obama said the long-
President Obama praised delayed trade pact ap'
ajust-completed trade proved late Wednesday by
deal with South Korea On Congress is "a win for
Thursday as he welcomed both our countries," and
tlte country's president to that he and Lee had Obama said the deal
the White House,offering agreed to move forward would Increase U.S. ex-
\'(~rm praise for a solid '. with it quickly. ports by $11 billion and
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