
Date: August 8, 2025

Subject: Status Update: Navy PFAS Investigations
at and near Naval Support Activity (NSA) Cutler Fire Station in Cutler, Maine

This project update provides the current status of the Navy’s investigation into per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances (PFAS) at and near the NSA Cutler Fire Station.

PFAS Drinking Water Regulations and Policies:
On April 26, 2024, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) finalized the National Primary Drinking
Water Regulation (NPDWR) under the Safe Drinking Water Act, establishing enforceable nationwide
standards for certain PFAS compounds in public drinking water systems. Public water systems are
defined as those serving at least 15 service connections or 25 individuals for a minimum of 60 days per
year. Operators of these systems have five years to comply with the new standards.

In response, the Department of Defense (DoD) issued a policy in September 2024 titled “Prioritization of
Department of Defense Cleanup Actions to Implement the Federal Drinking Water Standards for Per-
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances under the Defense Environmental Restoration Program.” This guidance
outlines the DoD’s strategy to integrate EPA’s regulation into ongoing PFAS cleanup efforts and prioritize
actions to address private drinking water wells with the highest PFAS levels resulting from DoD activities.
The Navy will continue nationwide cleanup efforts in accordance with federal law and in collaboration
with regulatory agencies and affected communities.

PFAS Remedial Investigation for Site 10 NSA Cutler Fire Station:
The Navy completed the PFAS Remedial Investigation (RI) at Installation Restoration (IR) Site 10, located
at the NSA Cutler Fire Station, and finalized the RI report in June 2025. The report details field activities,
investigation findings, data analysis, conclusions, and recommendations for future actions. A hard copy
of the report is available to the public at the Cutler Public Library (409 S Main St, Cutler, IL 62238). To
address remaining data gaps, a Phase 2 RI Data Gap Investigation is scheduled for Late Summer/Fall
2025. The Navy will notify affected property owners in advance of the planned fieldwork.

Off-Base Drinking Water Sampling at and near NSA Cutler Fire Station:
Off-base drinking water sampling results to date are summarized and available on the NSA Cutler
Environmental Restoration website: (https://www.navfac.navy.mil/Business-
Lines/Environmental/Products-and-Services/Environmental-Restoration/Mid-Atlantic/Cutler-
NCTAMS/PFAS-Sampling/). The most recent results from the January 2025 sampling event will also be
posted on the DoD PFAS Mapping website:
https://www.acq.osd.mil/eie/eer/ecc/pfas/map/pfasmap.html.

To protect personal information, individual sample results cannot be linked to specific properties on
these platforms. The next off-base drinking water sampling event is scheduled for May 2025.

The Navy continues to collect point-of-entry treatment (POET) systems performance monitoring
samples at the 19 Navy-installed filter systems at and near the NSA Cutler Fire Station. The Navy
provides the validated results to each property owner transmitted electronically through email or
traditional mail services. The following information provides a summary of the current sampling efforts:
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POET System Performance Monitoring – The Navy is conducting quarterly maintenance and
semi-annual performance sampling of the 19 POET systems to ensure they are operating
properly. So far, sampling results have confirmed effective system performance. The most
recent off-base drinking water sampling occurred on May 17, 2025, followed by a
comprehensive POET system inspection on July 29, 2025.

These inspections cover maintenance needs, sample port and pressure gauge checks, and the
identification of any required repairs. In response to sulfur odors reported in September 2024,
Granular Activated Carbon (GAC) filters were added to the POET systems in December 2024 for
additional treatment. Regular drinking water sampling is scheduled for March and September,
and maintenance inspections will take place quarterly in March, June, September, and
December.

A plumbing inspection in May 2025 was also conducted to further verify system functionality
and identify outstanding repair needs from prior inspections in December 2024 and March
2025. The Navy, in partnership with the Maine Department of Environmental Protection,
continues to evaluate system data to ensure the POET systems are protecting drinking water
quality effectively.

Navy Contractor:
As of April 2023, Resolution Consultants is the Navy’s designated contractor for the POET sampling
program and ongoing operations and maintenance. For questions or concerns regarding Navy
contractors or the ongoing PFAS remedial investigations, contact: Paul Young, Navy Project Manager,
via email at: paul.r.young71.civ@us.navy.mil.

In closing:
For inquiries regarding the Navy’s PFAS drinking water sampling program at and near NSA Cutler Fire
Station, respond to this email or call the NAVFAC Mid-Atlantic Public Affairs Office at (757341-1410.

The Navy remains committed to collaboration with property owners, community leaders, and federal,
state, and local agencies. Efforts continue to prioritize transparency while respecting residents’ privacy.

Thank you,
NAVFAC Mid-Atlantic Public Affairs

NOTE: If you no longer wish to receive future status updates, please send a request via email to:
NAVFAC_ML_PAO_ALL@us.navy.mil.

Navy PFAS website:
https://www.secnav.navy.mil/eie/Pages/PFAS_Home.aspx

DoD PFAS website:
https://www.acq.osd.mil/eie/eer/ecc/pfas/
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