
OPEN HOUSE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

PROJECT AND SITE QUESTIONS

1. Why is the Navy doing this now?

The delay between the 2018 decision and start of work in 2026 resulted from three main factors
that had to be addressed in sequence: concerns raised by the community about truck routes,
issues stemming from the global COVID-19 pandemic and the reprogramming of funds through
the formal federal budgeting process. The Navy is committed to moving forward and getting this
site cleaned up for use by the community.

2. Why, if there is no danger/risk, is the removal being done at all?

Removing the waste entirely ensures the land can be used by future generations, without
restrictions. The clay cap installed in 2000 was an interim, temporary measure to ensure the site
was safe while the Navy and the Illinois EPA selected a final, permanent solution. A final
decision was made through a formal public process. In May of 2018, the Navy issued a Proposed
Plan that recommended complete excavation as the best permanent solution. The Navy held a
30-day public comment period from May 7 to June 6, 2018, and hosted a Public Information
Meeting on May 30, 2018, at the Glenview Community Center to discuss the plan and solicit
feedback from residents. Notice of the comment period and meeting was published in the
Chicago Tribune and the Daily Herald. After formally considering public comments received
during the public comment period and with concurrence from the Illinois EPA, the Navy decided
to proceed with complete removal and implementing that final, permanent solution now.

3. What happens after the work is complete? What will happen to the property? Will the
Navy sell it? Will it be developed?

After the work is complete, the Navy's responsibility is to restore the site. The Navy will backfill
it with clean soil, grade it to match the surrounding landscape, and plant native grass to return it
to a natural, open state. The cleanup goal for this project is to meet the U.S. EPA strict standard
for residential use. Achieving this goal ensures the property will be available for any future use,
without restriction. The Navy has no plans to sell or develop this property. Any final decisions
on the ultimate long-term use of the property will be made in close coordination with the Village
of Glenview and its residents.

4. Will there be deed restrictions?

The goal of this cleanup project is to restore the property so that it can be used without the need
for restrictions.



5. Is there going to be a ‘decon’ (decontamination) station?

Containing the work area is a top priority of the Navy. Before entering the work zone, trucks will
be staged on a clean, stabilized construction entrance. After being loaded, each truck bed will be
tarped with a secure cover and inspected before it leaves this clean area to ensure no soil or
debris is attached to the wheels or undercarriage. Any visible soil will be physically removed
before the truck is allowed to proceed to the road. Water will not be used as part of this process.
This process serves as our decontamination and inspection for all vehicles leaving the site.

6. What are the chemicals being tested?

The Navy’s historical investigations identified three main groups of chemicals in the soil that
were above the strict U.S. EPA regulatory cleanup standards for residential use. These are called
the Contaminants of Concern, or COCs. The COCs for this site are:

 Polynuclear Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs)
 Pesticides
 Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)

Once the waste and contaminated soil is removed, the Navy’s team will collect confirmation soil
samples from the bottom and sides of the trench. These samples will be sent to a certified
laboratory and tested for the three specific groups of COCs to ensure the cleanup was successful.

In addition, the Navy will collect at least two rounds of groundwater samples to confirm that the
contents of the landfill have not impacted the groundwater.

7. How will air quality be monitored during work?

Being protective of human health and the environment is the Navy’s highest priority. To ensure
this, a formal and comprehensive Site Safety and Health Plan (SSHP) has been developed for
this project, which includes a detailed Air Monitoring Plan. During all work that requires digging
and removal of soil, real-time air monitors will continuously measure dust at the perimeter of the
work zone. These monitors are equipped with alarms that will alert workers if dust levels
approach the strict Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) guidelines. If dust
levels ever exceed 0.150 milligrams per cubic meter above the background level, alarms will
immediately alert the site safety officer, work will be stopped and additional dust control
measures will be implemented. As detailed in the SSHP, additional dust control measures could
include wetting the soil removal site with a fine water spray or covering soil stockpiles. Any
water used is applied minimally to prevent runoff and is managed by the site’s overall erosion
control measures. Work will not resume until the air monitors indicate dust levels are again
within acceptable OSHA standards.

In addition to dust monitoring, an on-site safety officer will use handheld instruments to screen
vapors at the soil removal site to ensure worker and community protectiveness. All air



monitoring results will be documented and made available to the public at the following website:
https://www.navfac.navy.mil/Divisions/Environmental/Products-and-Services/Environmental-
Restoration/Mid-Atlantic/Great-Lakes-NS/Community-Outreach/

HAUL ROUTE

8. Where are the trucks going after they leave our community?

Once the trucks leave the residential area, they will use major roads and highways to take the
waste and contaminated soil to a licensed and permitted landfill facility that is specifically
designed to handle this type of material safely.

9. Can’t a different haul route be used? Why is there not one route being used for the
trucks to get to and from the work site?

The Navy understands the concerns of the community regarding the use of residential roads as
truck haul routes during this project. This is an issue that the Navy has spent a large amount of
time trying to resolve. The Navy has thoroughly investigated every possible alternative,
including routes through the industrial park. Unfortunately, those roads are privately owned, and
after negotiations, an access agreement was unable to be secured to use them during this project.
The selected route is the most direct public route available.

Use of a single road for the trucks to get both to and from the site would create a significant
traffic bottleneck, and on many of the local roads, two trucks passing would leave no room for
resident vehicles or emergency services. For that reason, use of one road would require
prohibiting street parking during the duration of the project.

10. Are private roads being used for this project?

The city and county have confirmed that the roads being used as truck hauling routes during this
project are public routes.

11. What will be done if there is damage to the roads as a result of the traffic?

Before any work begins, the Navy will conduct a video survey of the entire route to document its
current condition. After the project is complete, another video survey will be conducted. The
navy will then consult with the appropriate city and county public works officials to jointly
determine if any damage occurred that is attributable to Navy truck traffic. Any damage that is
attributable to Navy truck traffic will be repaired at the Navy's expense.

12. How much would it cost to access the industrial area as a haul route? Why isn’t the
Navy paying for that access?

The Navy engaged in negotiations to gain access to the private industrial roads, but
unfortunately, we were not able to reach a mutually agreeable arrangement with the property
owners.



ECONOMIC

13. The work is going to affect my property value.

The Navy understands residents have concerns about property values. It's important to remember
that this work is temporary. While there may be short-term disruptions from the truck traffic, the
long-term result of this project is the permanent removal of a former landfill from the
neighborhood. The Navy’s commitment is to complete this work as quickly as possible to
minimize the short-term inconvenience.

14. How much does this project cost?

The Environmental Restoration, Navy (ER, N) program has allocated approximately $16 million
to Naval Station Great Lakes for its environmental restoration activities since 2018. A portion of
these installation-wide funds have been utilized to support ongoing and planned actions at Site
26, the Glenview Landfill. We will be able to provide you with the final project cost for Site 26
once the remedial action is complete and the site approved for closure by Illinois EPA.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT/ENGAGEMENT

15. Have you informed schools about the project?

The Navy is focused on providing direct notification to all residences and community facilities in
the vicinity of the project and along the haul route. Since there are no schools in the vicinity of
the project area and the Navy planned the waste and soil removal work to begin during the
school summer break, it was determined that school bus routes would not be impacted.
Therefore, outreach has been focused on those who may be most directly affected, including
nearby residents and local community centers. The Navy has provided detailed information to
nearby residents and community facilities about the project schedule, the haul route, and a
dedicated point of contact for any questions or concerns they may have.

16. Is Glenview Board involved in this decision?

The decision to remove the waste and contaminated soil from the landfill was made after
formally considering public comments received during the public comment period and with
concurrence from the Illinois EPA. The Navy has been coordinating with the Village of
Glenview and the Park District on the logistics of the project and will continue to coordinate with
them regarding how the area will be used in the future.



17. Why was Site 26 not included in the 5-year Review?

A Five-Year Review is an assessment of remedies that have already been built and are being left
in place. The final remedy for Site 26 is removal of all waste and contaminated soil. Since the
removal has not yet occurred, there is no remedy in place to review. The current Five-Year
Review report discusses Site 26 in Section 1.3 to ensure it continues to be tracked. Once the Site
26 removal action is complete, the site will be fully restored with no restrictions, which will
remove the site from the need to be assessed in future Five Year Reviews.

For further questions or to provide comments, please contact the Public Affairs Office at the
information below:

Public Affairs Officer
Naval Station Great Lakes
2601 E Paul Jones St
Great Lakes, IL 60088-2816
Phone: 847-688-2430 x359
Email: nslg-pao@us.navy.mil


