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Dear :
 
SUBJECT:  DRINKING WATER WELL SAMPLING NEAR NAVAL AUXILIARY  

  LANDING FIELD FENTRESS   
 
        The Navy is conducting private drinking water well sampling near Naval Auxiliary Landing 
Field (NALF) Fentress beginning in June 2025.  The Navy is testing for certain per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), which may be present in these drinking water wells due to 
past uses of a firefighting agent called aqueous film-forming foam (AFFF), or other PFAS-
containing materials at NALF Fentress.  Although this issue is not unique to the Department of 
Defense (DoD) or the Navy, we are conducting this sampling to address possible issues that may 
exist from past Navy activities. 
 
        Your property is located within the sampling area near NALF Fentress and based on our 
records review, we believe the drinking water consumed on your property,  
parcel # , located at  in Chesapeake, may come from a well.  If 
this is the case, we would like permission to sample your drinking water well.  If your drinking 
water well was previously sampled by the Navy, the Navy would like to sample your drinking 
water well again.  You may schedule an appointment by leaving a message at 1-800-931-6118 
with your name, property address, parcel number (included above), and telephone number.  This 
sampling would be at no cost to you. The enclosed fact sheet (Enclosure 1) provides more 
information about the Navy’s drinking water well sampling near NALF Fentress. 
 
        In 2016, because of a known or a potential release of PFAS-containing materials at NALF 
Fentress, the Navy began sampling private drinking water wells near NALF Fentress for PFAS, 
including perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS).  The Navy 
provided an alternate water source for drinking and cooking when PFOA and/or PFOS in 
drinking water wells were above 70 parts per trillion (ppt), the Navy’s action level at that time.  
 
        In April 2024, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) published 
nationwide PFAS drinking water standards that public drinking water systems must meet within 
five years.  These standards do not apply to private drinking water wells.  The DoD, the parent 
agency of the Navy, issued a policy in September 2024 that takes into account these nationwide 
standards to address certain PFAS in private drinking water wells.  This policy authorizes the 
Navy to implement enduring solutions to address private drinking water wells where certain 
PFAS are at or above the levels established in the policy.






