

















reporting activities specified in this Letter of Authorization.

12. The Holder of this Authorization and any individuals operating under his authority will
conduct all monitoring required under the Letter of Authorization to increase knowledge of
the affected marine mammal species. The Holder of this Authorization must:

(a) Complete consideration of the Scientific Advisory Group’s (SAG) final report on the
different types of monitoring/research that could increase the understanding of the
potential effects of SURTASS LFA sonar transmissions on beaked whales and/or harbor

POrpoises.

(b) Continue to assess data from the Marine Mammal Monitoring Program and work toward
making some portion of that data, after appropriate security reviews, available to
scientists with appropriate clearances. Any portions of the analyses conducted by these
scientists based on these data that are determined to be unclassified after appropriate
security reviews should be made publicly available.

(c) Continue to explore the feasibility of coordinating with other Navy fleet assets and/or
range monitoring programs to include the use of SURTASS passive sonar (towed
horizontal line arrays) to augment the collection of marine mammal vocalizations
before, during, and after designated exercises.

(d) Continue to collect ambient noise data and explore the feasibility of declassifying and
archiving the ambient noise data for incorporation into appropriate ocean noise budget
efforts.

REPORTING
13. The Holder of this Authorization and any individuals operating under his authority must:

(a) Provide a status update to NMFS when the Holder submits the next annual application on
efforts to assess the data collected by from the Marine Mammal Monitoring Program and
progress toward making some portion of that data, after appropriate security reviews,
available to scientists with appropriate clearances.

(b) Draft a plan of action outlining a strategy for implementing the SAG’s recommendations
for going forward with beaked whales and/or harbor porpoise research; or describe in
writing why such research is not feasible/or is unlikely to increase the understanding of
the potential effects of LFA sonar transmissions on beaked whales and/or harbor
porpoises, to be followed by a meeting with NMFS to discuss any other potential
options.

(c) Systematically observe SURTASS LFA sonar operations for injured or disabled marine
mammals and monitor the principal marine mammal stranding networks and other media
to correlate analysis of any whale strandings that could potentially be associated with
SURTASS LFA sonar operations. The Holder and any individuals operating under his
authority shall:

(i)  Ensure that NMFS is notified immediately or as soon as clearance procedures
allow if an injured, stranded, or dead marine mammal is found during or shortly
after, and in the vicinity of, any SURTASS LFA operations. The Holder will
report the incident to the Incidental Take Program Supervisor, Permits and

7
USNS ABLE 2014





















Eaa e





































































rabar































































































































































B






Ay







































