Meeting Minutes

Naval Weapons Station (WPNSTA) Yorktown
Yorktown, Virginia and
Cheatham Annex (CAX), Williamsburg, Virginia
Environmental Restoration Program (ERP)
Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting
Yorktown Library
Wednesday, November 4, 2015; 1630-1830

Attendees:
Name Organization/Role

Captain Paul Haebler Commanding Officer (CO), WPNSTA Yorktown and
CAX and RAB Navy Co-Chair

Steven Oyer Citizen and RAB Community Co-Chair

Bryan Peed Navy Remedial Project Manager (RPM) for
WPNSTA Yorktown

Angela Jones Navy RPM for CAX

Jennifer Podbesek Navy Environmental Director for WPNSTA
Yorktown and CAX

Wade Smith Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
(VDEQ) RPM for WPNSTA Yorktown and CAX

Rashmi Mathur Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) RPM for
WPNSTA Yorktown

Jerry Hoover EPA RPM for CAX

Marlene lvester CH2M HILL Program Manager for CAX

Stephanie Sawyer CH2M HILL Deputy Program Manager for CAX

William Friedmann CH2M HILL Program Manager for WPNSTA
Yorktown

Brian Wachter CH2M HILL Field Team Leader for WPNSTA
Yorktown

Drew Robins NAVFAC Yorktown

David Crow NAVFAC Yorktown

William Stubbs Community Member

Cleone Long Community Member

[Note: Attachment 1 is the Public Notice for the RAB Meeting. Attachment 2 is the RAB
Meeting Sign-in Sheet.]

Mr. Peed started the meeting with introductions and welcoming everyone to the meeting. Mr.
Peed then gave the floor to Captain Haebler for opening remarks. Captain Haebler thanked
everyone working on the Environmental Restoration Program (ERP) and said he appreciated



everyone taking the time to come to the RAB meeting, because protecting the environment is
an important topic. Mr. Oyer thanked the CAX team for inviting him along for the site visits
earlier in the day.

PRESENTATIONS - CAX

Program Update

Ms. Angela Jones, the new Navy Remedial Project Manager (RPM) for Cheatham Annex (CAX),
introduced herself to the RAB. She also mentioned the CAX sites visits with Mr. Oyer earlier
today. She next presented the CAX Program Update, first explaining the steps a site goes
through from first discovery to closeout. She reviewed the site work completed since the last
RAB and the work currently in progress. She noted two CAX sites (AOC 6, Waste Slag Pile
Subarea and AOC 7) had recent removal actions, which will be discussed in more detail later,
and the CAX Site Management Plan was recently updated; a hardcopy will be placed in the
library. Ms. Jones also mentioned there will be a removal action at AOC 2 early next year
(February timeframe).

AOC 7 Removal Action Update

Ms. Stephanie Sawyer presented the RAB with an overview of AOC 7 and the recent removal
action conducted at the site’s two areas, the Drum Disposal Area and the Can Pit. The removal
activities included: excavation of the Drum Disposal Area to mitigate metal surface soil (0 to 6
inch depth) contamination at a localized hotspot (the extent of the hotspot size was
determined using the results of pre-excavation confirmation samples); excavation of the
surface soil and subsurface soil/debris within the Can Pit; and site restoration (soil backfill,
seeding) following both removals. Captain Haebler asked about the cans labeled
“tetrachloroethane” (TCE) that had been on the ground surface of the Can Pit and whether or
there was any concern about TCE in groundwater. Ms. Sawyer replied there had been no
release to groundwater; the groundwater had been tested and there was no concern or risk.
Mr. Oyer asked about the backfill screening criteria — are there any and what are they? Ms.
Sawyer replied yes, there are screening criteria for backfill, which are a combination of
Residential Screening Levels, Ecological Screening Values, and CAX soil background data.

Ms. Sawyer then reviewed the schedule for AOC 7:

e January 2016: Removal contractor submits Construction Completion Report
e March 2016: Draft No Further Action Technical Memorandum
e June 2016: Final No Further Action Technical Memorandum

After the technical memorandum is final, environmental work at AOC 7 will be complete.

AOC 6 Removal Action Update

Ms. Sawyer next presented the RAB with an overview of the AOC 6, Waste Slag Pile subarea and
its recent removal. Although there were no current unacceptable risks from soil or
groundwater to human health or the environment based on the risk evaluations, the Navy,
USEPA, and VDEQ agreed that the waste slag pile should be removed in order to eliminate any



potential for future impacts from the slag pile to soil or groundwater. The waste slag pile was
removed to visible limits, which was readily discernible from the native soil via texture and
color. One surprise during the removal was the discovery of a pile of metal door hasps
underneath the slag. These items were removed as well. Ms. Sawyer passed around a bagged
piece of the slag and one of the metal door hasps, so the attendees could see what they look
like. She showed a historic photograph and noted the door hasps match ones on railroad
boxcars used when the area was the Penniman Shell Loading Plant (World War | era), which
matches the timeframe for AOC 6.

Ms. Sawyer then reviewed the schedule for the AOC 6, Waste Slag Pile subarea:

e November 2015: Removal contractor submits Construction Completion Report
e January 2016 Draft No Further Action Technical Memorandum
e March 2016: Final No Further Action Technical Memorandum

After the technical memorandum, environmental work at the Waste Slag Pile subarea will be
complete.

PRESENTATIONS — WPNSTA Yorktown

Program Update

Mr. Peed presented the WPNSTA Yorktown Program. He reviewed the work that has completed
since the last RAB and the work currently in progress. Captain Haebler asks about expected
impact for proposed work Site 24 as it is a training course; Mr. Peed said he has talked to Mr.
Jerry Griffin who is in charge of that area and he thinks we can just work in one area and then
move to another area so that we do not impact the schedules of the training.

Yorktown Site 25 Investigation Data Review

Mr. Friedmann presented information on the progress of investigating WPNSTA Yorktown Site
25, the Building 373 Rocket Plant. As part of Remedial Investigation (RI) activities, five new
monitoring wells were installed at the site, 10 monitoring wells were sampled (five new and five
existing), and 29 soil locations were sampled. Mr. Friedmann then explained why the sample
locations were selected. Mr. Friedmann then presented initial interpretations on the data. It
does not appear as though there are any groundwater concerns for organic compounds or
metals. However due to some uncertainty, the resampling of one monitoring well for total and
hexavalent chromium is needed. Additional soil samples are also needed to fill in some data
gaps. In addition, surface water, sediment, and pore water will also be needed. Mr. Friedmann
informed the RAB that the Navy, EPA, and DEQ are discussing the data gaps and how to best
address them.

Mr. Oyer asks if two dots next to each other at a sample location means there are two different
sample depths; Bill says yes. Mr. Smith says that in the case where two wells are next to each
other, one would be deeper to get groundwater data from different aquifer.



Yorktown Site 31 Investigation Update

Mr. Friedmann presented information on interim steps to be taken by the Navy to safeguard
surface water downgradient of WPNSTA Yorktown Site 31. Mr. Friedmann informed the RAB of
the Site 31 background (the industrial area around Sheds 3, 4, 5, and 6, and Buildings 371, 1803,
and 1804). Mr. Friedmann told the RAB that groundwater from the industrial area is discharging
to surface water and since a cleanup for groundwater is not possible in the immediate future, a
Treatability Study was being completed to clean up the surface water now, before the
groundwater is cleaned up. Mr. Friedmann briefly discussed the different treatment options
evaluated in the Treatability Study and informed the RAB that the selected treatment option
was aeration/air stripping. Captain Haebler asks the flow rate of the water; Mr. Friedmann said
it is really low, probably less than 5 gallons per minute. Mr. Friedmann says that a series of
steps and collection pools would be required if we do aeration. Captain Haebler asks what the
elevation change is; Mr. Friedmann said 1 to 1.2 feet from the pipe to the fence line. Captain
Haebler asks what cleanup level we are trying to reach; Mr. Friedmann said it is the risk based
screening level, which he thinks is around 32 or 41. Initially passive aeration will be
implemented and if the passive aeration activities do not reduce the surface water
concentrations to acceptable levels, an active aeration technology could be implemented.

Final Comments Closing Remarks

Captain Haebler and Mr. Oyer thanked the RPMs for the presentations and appreciated
everyone’s efforts over since the last RAB meeting (May 2015). He noted environmental
restoration is a long-term process. Mr. Oyer requests that the public website be updated more
frequently; the last update was May 2014.

Action Items:
e Add UST to the acronyms list included in the presentation packets

Next RAB Meeting: May 2016, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
(Day to be determined and will be advertised on the public websites and
in the Daily Press and Virginia Gazette newspapers)

Location: York County Public Library

Points of Contact for Questions, Comments, or to Request Additional Information:

Ms. Angela Jones, NAVFAC Mid-Atlantic Remedial Project Manager for CAX,
angela.jonesl@navy.mil or (757) 341-0485

Mr. Bryan Peed, NAVFAC Mid-Atlantic Remedial Project Manager for WPNSTA Yorktown,
bryan.peed@navy.mil or (757) 341-0480

Public Websites:
CAX: http://go.usa.gov/DynP

WPNSTA Yorktown: http://go.usa.gov/DynG



ATTACHMENT 1

Public Notice



.1 Maval Facilities Engineering Comirmand

Public Notice of
RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD (RAB) MEETING
for Naval Weapons Station Yorktown & Cheatham Annex

Wednesday, November 4, 2015 from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
York County Public Library - Yorktown
8500 George Washington Memorial Highway
Yorktown, Virginia

The Public is Invited to Attend
The Naval Weapons Station Yorktown & Cheatham Annex RAB meets to inform
the local community about Environmental Restoration Program (ERP) site
cleanup activities. This is your opportunity to participate in the process by
providing direct input about site cleanup activities.

For additional information regarding the RAB Meeting or the ERP cleanup
programs at Naval Weapons Station Yorktown or Cheatham Annex, please
contact:

Mr. Mark Piggott; Public Affairs Officer
160 Main Road
Yorktown, VA 23691-0160
(757) 887-4939

Notice published in the Virginia Gazette and Daily Press on October 31 & November 1, 2015,
respectively. (In addition, post cards of the notice are mailed to the Community Co-Chair and
community members on the mailing list.)




ATTACHMENT 2

Sign-in Sheet



Naval Weapons Station Yorktown, Yorktown, Virginia and
Cheatham Annex, Williamsburg, Virginia

Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting

Wednesday, November 4, 2014, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
York County Public Library - Yorktown (Meeting Room)

Attendance Sign-In
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The ship in the background phofo is The USS Simpson (FFG-36}. It conducted the first frigale to frigate weapons fransfer.



Naval Weapons Station Yorktown, Yorktown, Virginia and

Cheatham Annex, Williamsburg, Virginia

Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting

Wednesday, November 4, 2014, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
York County Public Library - Yorktown (Meeting Room)

Attendance Sign-In
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The ship in the background photo is The USS Simpson (FFG-56). )t conducted the first frigate to frigate weapons fransfer.



