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Innovation, Leadership, Performance
The Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) manages the planning, design, construction and public works support
for shore facilities for U.S. Navy activities around the world. We provide the Navy’s forces with the operating, expeditionary,
support and training bases they need. NAVFAC is a global organization with an annual volume of business in excess of $8
billion. As a major Navy Systems Command and an integral member of the Navy and Marine Corps team, NAVFAC delivers
timely and effective facilities engineering solutions worldwide.

Three new double-deck piers have been completed at Naval Station Norfolk where most of the piers were
built just after World War II, but the oldest was built in the 1920’s.  The new design, by the Naval Facilities
Engineering Command, will make life easier for Sailors and maintenance personnel and will provide better mooring
during heavy weather.

The concrete piers are 1,500 feet long and 93 feet wide. The lower deck is made of pre-cast pieces that fit
together like building blocks.  The upper deck is cast-in-place concrete.

The first deck is enclosed with a nine-foot ceiling to allow trucks to service telephone lines, fiber optic
cables, electric cables, and fuel, water and sewage connections.  On current piers, these are under the piers where
they are exposed to the elements and can only be accessed by boat at low tide.

The second deck is 21 feet above water level and open.  It will be used by ship’s crews and visitors, and by
vehicles bringing supplies and equipment to the ships.  The taller piers will provide more secure mooring in high
winds.

Each pier costs between $35 and $55 million, depending upon the amount of dredging and demolition
needed, and takes about two years to build.  Pier 6 was completed in November 2001 and Pier 2 in March 2002.
Pier 7 was completed in April 2004.


